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such as Suha Bhatta, Udaka, Ladiaja and Shankra were 

1. Wahhab says that the Mir arrived there in S1)/]40S. But at the same 
time he gives the chronogram A */pirdhau {F.K,, f. 62b), which 

gives the Mir’s date of arrival in Kashmir, 796/1393. Miskin gives 
both the dates 796/1393 and 811/1408—r.TT., p. 24. 

2 . f. 9b; f. 26a; T.Kin., f 9lb; A,Ab., f. SSa; T Jz p. 49 . 
T.H., III, p. 23. 

3. f. 9b;F.A*.,f. C2b. Sec also;/?.7j , p. 57. 

4. T.As., fir. 10a, 12a-b; D.S., fl 35a-b, 36 a; T.Krn., f. 96b; TKh.tf, 

ll4b, A.Ab., f. SSaiT'.Az.y j-. 42; F.K., f. 621'; 7~ H., Ill, p. 23* F K 
p. 25. 

6. T.Ks., f. 14a; T.Km., f. 95a; T Kh., fif. 112b-113a; A.Ab., f. S8b; T.Az , 
p. 42; F.K., f. 62b; T //., HI. p. 23; TK., p. 25. The < ffice of Suha 
Bhatta is not clearly ki o\mi. Jonaraja calls him the “Ccurcillor” of 
Sikandar (/?. 77 ., p. 58), \\h, K as some Peisian chicr.icles call him 

^^sipah-sdldr'' (comn andei-in-chief;^Tr;7^, f 9 f 1 :; f. S8b; 

T.Az., p. 42. 

6. Gf, p, 68. 

7 . T.Ks.. f. I4aj F.K., f. 62b; T.H, III, p. 23; T.K., p, 35, 
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Hindus^ and no interference were made in their religious 
practices.2 

After the arrival of MTr Muhammad the attitude of 
Suhan Sikandar changed^ and an orthodox Islamic policy was 
introduced. The selling of wine, (public) dancing of women, 
music, and gambling were prohibited.'^ The jizya on non- 
Muslims was imposed for the first time.^ Hindus were pre¬ 
vented from applying the iilak (religious mark) on their fore¬ 
heads, and the custom of suttee (Hindu widow who immolates 
herself on her husband’s funeral pyre) was banned.® Ancient 
temples such as at Pompur, Vijabror, Mortand, Anantnag, 
Sopur' and Bai amnia were demolished.® Jonaraja writes : 


1. Gf. R.Tj., pp. 55, 58; . 27a; T.Km., f. 95a; f. 112a; 

A.Ab., f. 38b; T.Az., p. 42; F./f., f. 62b; T.H., II, pp. 169-60; III, p. 
23. 


2 . Gf. R.Tj.j pp. 54fr. 

3. Gf. Ibid.y p. 57. 

4. D.S., f. 26b; T.Km,, ff. 94b-95a; T.H., IT, p. 162. See also, T.A,, III, 
pt. II, p. 649. 

5. T.Ks,, f. 13b; T.K7n., f. 95a; T.Kh., f. 113a; A.Ab., f. 38b; T.Az., 
p. 41; T,H., II, p. 160. Jonaraja {R.Tj.. p. 60) says that fine was 
imposed on non-Muslims, which can only have been jizya. 

6 . T./l., Ill, pt fll, p. 654; Tdrfkh'i-Firishta, II, p. 342. -One modern 
scholar, while defending Sikandar’s policy, says that if Sikandar abo¬ 
lished suttee, it had moral and humanitarian grounds and that in this 
he anticipated Akbar and Lord William Bentinck (Siifi, Kashmir, I, p. 
149). This judgement is incorrect. Akbar did not abolish suttee comp¬ 
letely, but only'decreed that those Hindu widows who did not want 
to immolate themselves along with their husbands were not to be 
compelled to do so. As far as Bentinck (who abolished it‘*^complclcly) 
is concerned, we must recognise that he wa«5 a man of different culture, 
living at a different time (there'was the difference of almost five cen¬ 
turies between him and Sikandar). Moreover, if Akbar or Bentinck 
banned suttee, they did it for the betterment of their people, and not 
as the champions of a particular religion like Sikandar. 

7. It is said that while one lofty temple was being destroyed at Sopur, a 
copper tablet came to light, on which written in Sanskrit was the 
prophecy that a person named Sikandar would destroy the temple— 
T.H., II, p. 16 I. See also T.A.t III> pt. II, pp. 648-49. 

8 . R.Tj,, p. 160; T.Ks., ff. Ub-12a, 13a, I4a; F K., f. 72a; T.H., IT, pp, 

160-2. See also T.A., III, pt. IT, p, 648, 
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“The goed fortune of the subjects left them, and so the king 

forgot his kingly duties and took delight, day and night, in 
breaking images.”^ 

The question arises whether Mir Muhammad was ex¬ 
clusively responsible for the change in state policy or whether 
the new regulations only had his tacit backing and were the 
changes dictated by political reasons. Both Hindu- and 
Muslim^ sources are unanimous that Sul/an Sikandar introduc¬ 
ed Islamic orthodoxy on the advice of Mir Muhammad. 
Jonaraja writes : “The king waited on him [Mir Muhammad] 
daily, humble as a servant, and like a student he daily took 
his lessons from him. He placed Muhammad before him, 
and was attentive to him like a slave”‘^ The medieval Muslim 
sources^ inform us emphatically that infidelity was uprooted 
from Kashmir through Mir Muhammad’s influence. 

The above statements show that Mir Muhammad was 
not ready to give the status of Zhmnis to the Hindus of 
Kashmir and treated them as Kafirs who were not obedient to 
Islam but \vere at war with it.® His attitude was strongly 

opposfd by Saiyid Muhammad Hisari, ajiother Kubrariya 
saint. 

Saiyid Hisari hailed from Hisar, where his ancestors had 


1 . R.Tj., pp. 59-60. 


2 . Gf. ibid., p. 57; T.Ks., f.|98a. 


3. 


T.Ks., ff. 9b, 13b; 
F.K., f. 62b; T.H 
II, pp. 647-48. 


1B.S., IT. 26b, 35a; A.Ab.,t SSa-b; p. 43; 

, III, p. 24, 25; T./r., p. 25.-See also T,A.^ Ill, pt* 


4. R.Tj., p. 57. 

5. See note 5, p. 133. 

6 . Sulfan Sikandar Lodi (1489-1517), who wanted to destroy some Hindu 

temples, was told by a : ‘ It is not permissible to injure a temple 

of long standing”. Sikandar Lodi on hearing this told the Q^a^I in 
anger that he was taking the side of the infidel and he would first kill 
him and would then proceed with his mission. “I have exposed what 
the shari a, says”, replied the Q^a^i, “if you do not bether about the 
shari a, then there is no need to ask (for legal advice)”—‘Abdu’llahj 
Tarikh-i-Ddwudi, p. 29. 
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migrated from Saman, a village in BalZr/t.^ He seems lo have 
been highly educated and an eminent Sufi.- The date of his 
arrival in Kashmir is not known, but apparently he reached 
there some time between 1389 and 1393, before the arrival of- 
Mir Muhammad^, in the reign of Sul/an Sikandar.^ He took 
up his residence at Nauhatta, in Si inagar, where he spent the 
rest of his life as a recluse.^ The Sul/an used to visit him daily 
and held him in great esteem.® After the arrival of Mir Muha¬ 
mmad the Sul/an was increasingly di awn towards him, and 
according to hagiological literature, this brought Saiyid Hi sari 
in conflict both with Sul/an and Mir Muhammad. It is said 
that the latter used to complain to the Sul/an that he 
showed greater regard to the young Mir than he did to himself 
who was very old."^ The account of conflict between Mir 
Muhammad and Saiyid Hisari as given in the hagiological 
literature shows that their differences were personal; but there 
seem to have been deeper leasons behind the conflict between 
the two. 

Mir Muhammad was no match for Saiyid Hisari®, in fact 
the Mir had recognised him as superior to himself when he 
sought a khilafat-nama from him.® The life of retirement and 


1. AlAb , f. 42b; T.Az., p. 43; T.H,, III, p. 22. 

2. Gf. T,Ks., f. 10a; A.Ab., ff. 4lb, 42b; T.Az., pp. 43, 44; T.H,, III, p. 
22; T.K., pp. 22-3. 

3. Cf. T.Az.y p. 3. 

4. TKs., f. 10a; B.S., f. 37a; A.Ab., f. 42a; T.Az., p. 43; TM.. Ill, p, 
22; r.JC , p. 22. 

6. A.Ab., f. 42b; T.Az., p. 41 ; T'.A'., p. 23. 

6. T.Ks., f. 10a; T.Az., p. 43, 

7. T.ITs.y f. 10a; B.S., f. 37a; A.Ab., ff 38a, 42a; TAz., pp. 43-4; F.K., 
f. 65b; T.H., III, pp. 24-5; TJC., p. 25. 

It is said that in a discussion, Saiyid Hisari accused Mir Muhammad 
of being ignorant ol religious knowledge, and Saiyid ‘All appeared to 
his son, who was disappointed, in a dream and said : ‘*I had advised 

you not to undertake any journey unless you had fully completed your 
education. Now what you are facing today is the result of violating 
my advice.”—f. lOa-b; F.A*., f. 65b. See also T.H., Ill, pp. 
24-25. 

9. T^s., f. lOb; T.Az., p. 42; T.H, III, p. 25; TA*., p. 25. 
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asceticism which Saiyid Hisai i led prevents us from concluding 
that he opposed Mir Muhammad for worldly motives. It Is 
not unlikely that Saiyid Hisari did not like the way in which 
Mir Muhammad and his patrons were preaching Islam; and 
his complaint to the Suhan w'as against the unhealthy influence 

of die Mir. This is supported by the subsequent change in the 
attitude of Sul/an Sikandar, as Jonaraja says that the Suhan 
“fixed With some difficulty a limit to the advance of the 
great sea ol the Yavanas/’i and abolished jizja {turuskadanda).- 


Thus, feeling the change in Suhan Sikandar’s attitude 
and particularly on account of Saiyid Hisarl’s opposition.^ 
Mir Muhammad decided to leave the Valley after a stay of 
twelve years (808/1405).He went first to Mecea and thence 
to A/iatlan, where he died“ and was buried near the tomb of 
his father.® 


Saiyid ^isarl continued to live in Kashmir and died there. 
He was buried at mohalla Nauhatta.'^ Throughout his life 


1. R Tj. 65. The original meaning of '‘Yavana’’ wa? Ionian or 
Greek. But later on it was applied to any foreigner, including Mus¬ 
lims (cf. Monier Williams, Sanskrit English Dictionary, p. 848). Jona¬ 
raja, however, applies the term particularly to Saiyids, and “mlech- 

cha” for common Muslims. 


2. Jonaraja, Rdjatarangini, ed. Srikanth Kaul, p. 112 (si. 609 ). 

3. B.S., f. 37a; A.Ab., f. 38b; T.H., III, p. 25. 

4. T.Ks., f. l4a; T.Az., p. 42. According to Wahhab the Mir left in 

819/1416 and at the same time he says that MTr Muliammad stayed 
in the^ Valley for twelve years 65b). Even if we accept 

Wahhab’s date of the Mir’s arrival in Kashmir (811/1408, see supra, 
p. 130, n. 6), the Mir should have left in 823/1420 (8U-L 12). Like¬ 
wise, both Hasan and Miskin are wrong when they say that the MTr left 
in 817/1414— r.H., Ill, p. 26; T.K., p. 25. 


6. The exact date of his death is not known. According to Wahhab, he 
died on 17 Rabl<u’l-Auwal, 887/6 May, 1482 {F.K., f. 65b), whereas 
Hasan and Miskin assert that he died on 17 Rabi‘u’l-Auwal 864/30 
April, 1460—r.H., III. p. 25; T.K., p. 25. 


6. B.S., f. 37a-b; A.Ab., f. 38b; T.Az., p. 43; F.K., f. 65b; T.H., III, 
p. 25; T.iT,, p. 26. 

7. A.Ab., f. 42b; T.Az., p. 44; T.H, HI, p. 22; T.K., p. 23, 
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he led a celibate^ life and seems to have left no disciple of 
eminence. 


Disciples of Mir Muhammad 

According to some hagiological writers*^ three hundred 
saints and scholars came with Mir Aluhammad to Kashmir, 
but not more than the following nine are described by them. 
It seems that the number is much exaggerated and if others 
came also they were of minor importance. 

Saiyid Husain ShirazI, commonly known as Ofizl Wali,^ 
belonged to Shiraz, where he held the post of a qdziJ^ Because 
of a sound knowledge of Jiqh and hadiSj which he is said to 
have possessed. Suhan Sikandar appointed him the qazl of 
Kashmir.^ However, he soon gave up his post and spent the 
rest of his life as a recluse at Narparistan, in Srinagar.® 

Another companion of Mir Muhammad was Saiyid 
Ahmad Samani^ bin Saiyid Kamalu’d-Din bin Saiyid Mahmud.® 
He was also an ^dlim and the author of a lost treatise called 
Tanwir-i-Sirdj, on the law of inheritance.® Suhan Sikandar 
appointed him too as a qazi}^^ After his death he was buried at 
Fathkadal, in Srlnagar.^i 

Two other distinguished companions of Mir Muhammad 


1. Ibid. 

2. T.Az., p. 42; F.K., f. 62b; T.H., IIF, p. 23; T.K., p. 24. 

3. Ibid., p. 44; Ibid., f. 73a; Ibid., p. 26; Ibid., p. 30. 

4. T.Ks., f. Ha; B.S., f. 32a; T.Az , p. 4t. 

5. Ibid., F.K., f. 73b; T.H., III, p. 26; T K., p. 30. 

6. T.Az., p. 44; F.K., f. 73b; T.H., III, p 26; T.K., p. 30. 

7. Wahhab and Hasan call him Saiyid Muhammad Samani—f. 
72b; T.H., III, p. 25. 

8. T.Ks., f. lOb; T.Az., p. 44; T.K., p. 27. 

9. T.Ks. I. lOb; T.Az., p. 44; F.K., f. 72b; T.H., III, p. 25; T.K 

p. 27, *’ 

10. F.K., ff. 72b-73a. 

11. T.Ks., ff. lOa-lIa; T.Az., p. 44; F.K., f. 73a; T.H., III, p. 25; TK 
pp. 27-28. 
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wcic Saiyicl Muhanimadi and Saiyid Sadru’d-Din 
Muham.nad originally belonged to Loristan^ and 
Sadru d-Din hailed from A7mrasan.3 Both of them w ^ 
archi.ecs. and bail. ,ha „,„3q„e (Jdadb^'ra. sT 
puia,'’ which was completed in S04/1401 « Ti.is ^ 
constructed on the site of an old temple," ^^daich 

the gronnd.B Saiyid Muhammad breathed his las^S sTo/mn 
and was buried near the JamP-masjidd^ Saivid Sn 1 
however, outlived him by two years and died In' ^>7/,;?'"’ 
he was buried near Zainakadal in Srinacrard^ " ' 


1. According to Mulla {K.S , f. l4b), Saiyid MuhannnaH • 
Kashmir during the reign of Sultan Zainu’l-'AbidIn (l4oJ 1470^7'" 
means that he did not come to Kashmir along with MTr“L l’ ' 

But this is wrong for Saiyid Mulrammad is said to have^^ 

the JamV-masjid in Kashmir, along with Saiyid Sadru’d 

was completed in 1401, nineteen years before 2ainu’l>A. a’ 
to the throne. Abidm came 

2. K.S., f. 14b; f. 74a. 

3. T.Ks., r. 13a; B,S., f. 35b; K.S., f. 12b; F.K„ f. 74a. 

r. lla; .4.-46.. f. 35b* K S f I7“ i-. 

j u-ru, XX. o., i. 1 .Az., pp. 45-4(3 

6. r.A7 , f. 13a; d.di.. f. 3ob; r.d^., pp. 45, 46; /r.A"., f. 74a- T rr 
II, pp. 28 29; r.A-., p. 26. Sikandarpura is now called NaJiatta 'a 

suburb in Srinagar. a 

6. T,Ks., r. 13a. According to Wahhab the mosque 
814/1411 (F.K., f. 74a). which is wrong as he hin^se f ' 
completed before the departure of Mir Muhamm H 

rcnce is “Saracenic” {The Valley of Kashmir n. 290i •/ 

Saiyid Muhammad and Saiyid Sadru'd-Din' desilned°° T^e 

mosques caught fire many times, even during the refen of T 

{1658-1707), who rebuilt i, in 1090/16:9-^.7., f. ^ib 

7. Lawrence believes that it was a Buddhist shrine’-i,/,. cit n 99, 

8. r.AA., f. 13a; F.K., f. 74a. ’ 

9. T.H., Ill.p. 28. 

“■ .... 

11. F.K., f. 74 b; T.H., HI, p. 29. 

12. r.d.., p. 46 ; A.d., f. 74 b; T.H., III, p. 29 ; r.AA, p. 26 . 
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Another companion of Mir Muhammad of some eminence 
was Saiyid Husain A’Awarazmi. He was held in great esteem 
by Suhan Sikandar who appointed him the tutor of his two 
sons, ‘All Shah and Zamu’l-’Abidlnd It is said that when, on 
the advice of Mir Muhammad, the temple at Muniwar in 
Srinagar, was destroyed, Saiyid Hasain was asked by his pre¬ 
ceptor to live there.2 He spent the rest of his life there and 

was buried in the same mohalla,^ 

Saiyid Nuru’d-Din was the nephew of Saiyid Husain,'* 

who had come to Kashmir during the reign of Sul/an Shiha- 
bu’d-Dln.5 According to Miskln,® Saiyid Nuru’d-Din received 
his early education from Saiyid Husain. He is buried near 
Rang-masjid, in Srinagar.”^ 

Saiyid Jalalu’d-Din Bu/c^ari was also one of the compa¬ 
nions of Mir Muhammad. Nothing is known about him 
except that he lies buried at MazaT-iSalailny in Srinagar. 

Saiyid Muhammad Madani, commonly known in 
Kashmir as “Madin Sahib”, was originally from Madina.® He 
left his home and entered the service of Timur.When Tirnur 
invaded India, he took Saiyid Madani with him. From Sind 
he deputed Saiyid Madani, in 801/1399,^^ as his envoy to the 
court of Suhan Sikandar of Kashmir.^^ Impressed by the patro¬ 
nage, Suhan Sikandar gave to Muslim saints and scholars. 


1. 

T.Ks., 

f. 

12a; F.K.. f. 73a; T.H., 

HI, 

2. 

T,Ks„ 

fiF. 

Ilb-I2a; T.Az 

., p. 46; 

F.K. 


p, 33. 





3. 

Ibid. 





4. 

T.Ks., 

11a; T.Az.y p. 

46; F.K 

f. 


p. 32, 





5. 

See foi 

: h 

is bibliography 

supra p. 

114. 

6. 

T.K., 

P. 

32. 



7. 

T.Ks. 

, ff 

.11a 30a; T.A 

z., p. 45; 

F.K. 


p. 32. 





8. 

T.Ks., 

f. 

lib; T.Az., p. 

45; T.H. 

, III, 




9. Nkamu’d-Din ShamI, Z<^Sar-Nama, I, p. 177; A.A6., f. 39a; K.S., f. 


9a; F.K., f. 73b. 

10 . 

11. Z^far^Ndmd, I, p. 177. 

12. Ibid., I. p. 177; A.Ab.,(. 39a; T.Az., p. 46; F.K., f. 73b; T.H., III 
p. 29; T,K,. p, 30, 
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Sai)icl Madam, after completins^ his missiniT 
r---nccl with Itis fatniiy to Kashin, and settled thet" 

he became the desciple of iVIir A/f„i 

ut, unhke his preceptor, Saiyid Madam did n'm 
interest in teaching or preachin<r and I' 1 " 

Rainaw.r. in Sr.nagar. L dtes ro^" haV^ " 
any special favour from Suhan Sikandar whose Z 
drawn him to Kashmir. However, when’ Zailu’l 
‘o the throne, he became a devotee of sZdM f" 

n.enda,„„ ,r M. Ma,,a„„ad. assi.aed .hi T.vie SX 

I. d.A, f. SO-b; T.A... p. 40, F.K.. , ,3b, T.H., p. 33, ^.K.. 

“■ P- P- 30. Saiyid ‘All 

ng y says that Sa.y.d Madani had come to Kashmir with Mir 

Muhammad— r.A'i., f; 28b. 

* ”hp. 29; r.r., 

4. T.Ks., f. 28b; A.A6., f. 40b; KX., f. 74a; TM., Ill, p. 30- TX 

p. 31. ’ ^ 

5. A.Ad,, f. 40b; F.K',, f. 74a. 

6. F.A'.,f. 74a. H'-'san and Miskin give the date ofhis death as 11 Raiab 

SOl/IO June 1488 (TM.. Ill, p. 30; T.X., p. 39). But Miskln himself’ 
e sewiere (T.X. p. 31) says that the funeral prayer of Saiyid Madani 
was led by Sha:^/, Bahau’d-Din Ganjba/.fch (d. 819/1445), which is 
a so supported by earlier sourccs—cf. A.Ab,, f. 41a; F.IC., f. 74a. 

7. Hasan and Miskln call him ‘•Baihaql”-r.//., Ill,’p. 26- 7'X 

p. 31. ’ ■ ■’ 

8. r.Xs. f. lib; A.A6., f. 43a; T.Az,, p. 44; F.X., f. 73a; T.H III 
P. 26; T.X., p. 31. 
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village SikandarpuraMnBi™. for his maintenance.' 

He settled down at Sikandarpura, and was but ted there after 

his death.® 

Saiyid ‘Ala’u’d-Din had four sons, Saiyid ^lya ^ d-Din, 
Saiyid Muhammad, Saiyid Taju'd-Dm and Sa.ytd FaHru d-Dtn. 
Saiyid .^iyaVd-Dln also called Saiyid Zlrak, l.es burted a. the 
Vil4e of Kandhom in Baramula district.* Satytd Muhammad* 
and Saiyid Taju’d-Din* were buried at Sikandarpura. near the 
grave of their father. 

Saiyid Fa/c/nu’d-Din died in his youth,’ leaving behind 
a young son named Saiyid Haji Murad.® He was educated 
by his Lie, Saiyid Zirak,® and later he went on pilgrirnage, 
and then travelled to Iran and Central Asia. At Madina he 
came into contaet with ShaiM Ishaq a Sha/._ari saint, and 
became his disciple.^® But when he reached A/iwarazm he met 
ShaiitA ‘Abdu’llah Burzishabadi, a Kubraviya saint, and 

1 This village should not be taken for the town of Sikandarpura in 

1 . inis ^ Kx, SiiUan Sikandar. It is not possible to 

Srinagar, which was founded by bultan j>ii.a i- 

identify the village. SikandarpuraVith certainty, u i 

lacnuiy luc vui^b ^ known settlement 

modern^village of Singhpura, as 

with a name in Biru. 

2 T,Ks») f.jlla-bj F%K*^ f. 73a. 

I'. t!ks., f. 29a; A.Ab., f. 43b; T.Az., p. 45; F.K., f. 74b; T.H., HI, p. 
27; r./T.. p. 31. 

6. T.H., III, P. 27; T.K.. p. 32. .r- r r r ,, 97 . T r 

6. T.Ks., ff. 28b-29a; T.Az., p. 45; F.K., f. 73a; . ., , P- > 

7. T.kI'., f. 28b; A.Ab., f. 43b; T.Az., p. 45; F.IC., f. 73a; T.H., III, p. 

27; r.iT., p. 32. ^ -io 

8. A.Ab.. f. 99b; T.Az., p. Cl; T.H., III. P- 40; T.h., p. 32. 

10. ' f. 30a; d.di., f. 99b; T.d^., p. 61; T.K., Ill, p. 41; T.A., p. 

11 T fCc r •tna- T K D 3 ’ and Hasan says that he met Sh&\kk 

11. r.Ar.,f..l0a,7-.A p.3 . .\z 

Ishaq in Iran (^.d^., p. 01; 7 111 , p- ** i- j 

seems to have been the same person who taught and initiated 

Baba ‘Urman and Saiyid Husain RQmi^ into Sufism, at Madina cf. 

T,Ks., f. 30a. See also infra, pp. 153, 154. 

12. r.Ar., f. 30a;u4./15 , f. 99b; A.i'., f. 10a; r./k., p. 61; T.H., Ml, p. 

T.K., p. 32. 
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enrolled himself among his disciplesd After reeeiving the 
khz7a/ al-nama from himr Saiyid Murad returned to Kashml r 
in the reign ol Muhammad Shah,® and settled at the village of 
Krairi in the pargana Kruhin.i Unlike his predecessors, 
Saiyid Murad did not accept government grants or gifts, 
but earned his living by cultivating a piece of land.® He 

breathed his last in 895/1489® and was buried in his khanqah 
in Krairi.7 ‘ 


Bathaqi Saiyids 

Another influential group of Kubravlya saints who came 

to Kashmir was that of the Baihaqi Saiyids. This family 

produced not only remarkable Sufis, but also important 

politicians. They claimed their descent from one SaiyidTaju’d- 

Dln of Baihaq,® who is said to have been an eminent saint 
of that town.° 

Saiyid TajuM-Din had two sons named Saiyid Muham¬ 
mad and Saiyid Nuru’d-Dm.i® Saiyid Muhammad and his 
nephew Saiyid HusaiiAi bin Saiyid Nuru’d-Din migrated to 


1. T.Az., p. 61; T.H., III, p. 41; T.K., p. 32. 

2. Ibid. 

3. r.^Ti., f. 30a. It is not stated during what period of the reign of 
Muhammad Shah, who ruled four times (1484-86 1493-1 S 0.6 ftld ut 
and 1517-28), he reached Kashmir. However, fr’om the da’te of hi^ 
death it seems that he arrived there during the first period. 

4. TKs f. 30a; K.S., f. 10a; T.Az., p. 61; T.H., III, p. 41; T.K., p. 32. 

Kruhin is to the west of Kashmir, just before the river Jehlum flows 
out of the valley. 

5. T.Az., p. 61; T.H., III, p. 41; T.K., p. 32. 

8. Ibid., ■p.Z2. 

7. r.AA., f. 30a; A'.y., f. lOa; T.Az'., p. 61 ; T.H.,m, p. 41; r.A'., p. 
32. 

IIIj p. 32j 7',K,, pp. 27, 35. Baihaq is the modern 
town of Sabzavar IChurdsen. 

9. T.H., III, p. 32. 

10. F.K., f. 7.5a; F.Q., f. igOa; T.H., III, pp. 31 . 3 ; T.K., pp. 27, 35. 

11. The author of B.S., (f. 33b) and A’zam! {T.Az., p. 47) call him 

aiyi asan. But in fact Saiyid Hasan was the name of his son (see 
in ra, p. 150, foi his bibliography). A’^aml, however, at another place 
rightly calls him Saiyid Husain and his son Saiyid Hasan— 

P. 63, 
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Kashmir, along with their families, during the reign of Suhan 
Sikandar.^ 

The Hamadani Saiyids—Saiyid ‘All and his disciples— 
were mainly teachers and preachers, and sought the help of 
the Suhans and their nobles to spread the faith of Islam ; but 
the Baihaqi Saiyids generally concentrated their energies on 
establishing family relations with the ruling house and the 
high officers of the government. Soon after their arrival in 
Kashmir they made matrimonial alliances with the royal 
family. Saiyid Muhammad’s daughter known as ^Baihaqi 
Begum, was married to prince Shah! Kh^xi (Zainu l-‘Abidin).^ 
Later his great-grand-daughter, Hayat iTAatun, was married to 

Suhan Hasan Shah (1472-84).^ 

The family relations wuth the ruling house helped the 
Baihaqi Saiyids to obtain important posts in theadministration-^ 
such as that of They took active part in the ir^rigues 

and rebellions which followed the death of Zainu 1- Abidin. 
Sul/an Hasan Shah, the grandson of Zainu’l-’Abidln, exiled 
the Baihaqi Saiyids, including his father-in-law, Saiyid Hasan 
Baihaqi, grandson of Saiyid Muhammad Baihaqi. According 
to Shrivara, Hasan Shah considered them as ‘‘turbulent 
chiefs.”^ However, from Shrivara’s following statements it 
seems that their exile was caused through the machination of 
the Suhan’s vdclzit, Malik Ahmad Yattu.® 

Meanwhile the nobles of the court were divided into 
two parties, one headed by Malik Ahmad Yattu and the other 
by Tazi Bhatt, who was an important military chief and a 
trusted friend of the Malik before the Baihaqi Saiyids were 
exiled.*^ Thus, in order to destroy Tazi Bhatt, he sought the 
help of the Baihaqi Saiyids and recalled them frem Delhi.® But 

1. r.^2., p. 27; T.H.. Ill pp. 31, 32; T.K., p. 27. 

2. R.Ts,, p. ]r)7; T,Ks., f. 17b; T.//., Ill, p. 33; T.K,, p. 35. 

3. R.Ts„ p. 241; T.H., II, p. 190. 

4. Cf. R.Ts., p. 251; B.S,, ff. 50b-51a. 

5. R.Ts,, p. 222. 

6. Gf. ibid., p. 241. 

7. Ibid., pp. 23S-41. 

8^ Ibid., pp. 24l-.:|3. 
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these ambitious Saiyids had not forgotten th., , 

done to them^ As soon a, they had re-eslablisl,ed'°hLseljL 
they intrigued against Malik Ahmad and had him im j 

and the post o! ,oaar was assumed by SaiyM f'.T ' 

while Sultan -Hasan Shah died and the Bale, ta “d 
the throne his minor son. Muhammad Shah (whosrfi,a,’’“ " 
period was 1484-1486). who was also the or “ 4°™ o, V -n 
¥asan through his daughter Bayat A-/,a,Sn.a tL'mi'-o, 
Sajytds now started harassing other prominent k!s mm 

880/°8 n "' 7 '’““"';"' “ P'“ fSainst them and on 0 

•^iqad, 889/8 December, 1484,4 made a surnrise l ^ 
killed fifteen of them, including Saiyid Hasan.® ' 

A servant, though wounded, escaocd anri • r j 
Saiyid Mubammad, son of Saiyid Hasan, of the traldy ' He 

soon lushed to the scene, but the Kashnilns had abelw ir 

t le place." Saiyid h4uhammad succeeded his father L the^ ^ ^ 

of Muhammad Shah, but the Kashmiris sooT r 

themselves and made another attack on the Baihaqi7''"'T^ 

latter w-ere defeated and obliged to leave the r- ^ ^ 

again.'' country once 

in the secondholf of the sixteenth century the 

Baihaqis again established themselves in Kashmir anTpHld 
an even more important role in the affairs of th . ^ ^ ^ 

986/1578-79. Saiyid Mubarak BafhaoT grea" gTT"- 
Saiyid Hasan, deposed Yusuf Shah Chak an^f f 
throne himself.. On account ofliis sainlly uaturt hTsi t'i 
Clown which the Sultans wore, and distributed the money 

1. /Sid., pp. 245 51. 

2. /did,, p. 267. See also p. 264. 

3. /did., p. 269. 

4. T.A^,. p. 59; F.A'., f. 78b; T.H,, III, p. 38- T/T d oq a i- 

to the author of C.3b), .his happened in miut-s Z '7 

_ I r ‘ lasted only up to I486. 

6 . /?.7V., pp. 272-3; B.S., ff. 66b-67a. 

7. B.Ts,, pp. 291ff. 

^.S,, ff. 148b-l49a; p. 94 ^ 
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,„ong.he poor, afier.uling. couple of mou.br he gave up 

''''“Thtfolder of this dynasty in Kashmir was, ho.wcver, 

Saiyid Muhammad Baihaqi, who, as already pom e ou, 

a.7ved there in the reign of Suh.n 
received by the latter. The Sultan assigned him 
of the pargana Bangii;- but he settled down m the village o 
Kandhom, because of which he came to be known as Sa y 
Muhammad Kandhom.^ Saiyid 

scholar and poet, and had composed a diwan of forty ihousar* 
verses on Sufism."* But none of his poetry as surv^e , 
as is known. When he died he was buried at Kandho , 
where a tomb exists bearing his name to this day.^ 

Saiyid Husain Baihaql-bin-Saiyid Nuru’d-Din was also 

a well known scholar, particularly of logic, an was 
mantiqi (“logician”) ; hence his descendants ° ('141‘f 

as “Mantiqi Saiyids”.« During the reign of ‘Ah Shah (I - 
1420), Saiyid Husain migrated to India. It is sai ra 
suspected by Sultan ‘Ali Shah for conspiring wit i an 
army, which had come to invade the Valley.’ This 
was none but that of the Khokars which ^ 

■Ahidlu. when ,he la.Ier successfully rev^ 

brother, ‘All Shjh.» There .s J 

Husain was trying to secure the thro Bal,nmlan-i- 

who was married to his cousin, Bail q & 

Shahl supporting ^ ’many of them left 

Shah did not like the Baihaqi Saiyids and y 

the Valley.*® 

1. Ibid., ff. 149a-] TiOb; Ibid., p. 94. 

2. T.H., III, p. 33; T.K., p. 35. 

3. Ibid. 

4. Ibid, 

6. Ibid. 

6. Ibid , p. 32; Ibid., p. 27. 

7 FP , f 189.i-b; T.H., III, pp. 31-32; T.K., p. 27. 

8. There is no evidence that the Delhi Sultans sent any army, th,s 

time, to invade the Valley. 

9. R-Tj., pp. 73-7.S; T.A., III, Pt. II, pp- 

10. B.S., ff. 38a-39b. 
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Thus when Zainu’l-’Abidin came to the throne, after 
defeating ‘All Shah, he soon recalled Saiyid Husain to his 
court.^ The Sul/an showed great regard for the Saiyid and 
his wife, BaihaqI Begum, adopted the youngest son of Saiyid 
Husain, named Saiyid Amin, as her son.^ When Saiyid Husain 
died, he was buried in the mausoleum of the SuBans, at MazHf 
2- Salmin, in Srinagar.^ 

Saiyid Hasan Man/iqi was the eldest son of Saiyid Husain 
BaihaqI or Man/iql.^ He had received his education and 
initiation into Kubravlya order from his father,® and was 
widely known in Kashmir for his scholarship.® After travelling 
extensively in the various parts of the Valley, he finally settled 
at Avantipura."^ There he led a life of a teacher and preacher 
until his death.® 

Another disciple of Saiyid Husain was Saiyid Naslru’d- 
Din, the son of Saiyid Muhammad BaihaqI.® He was held in 
great esteem by Sultan Zainu’l-’Abidin.^® For reasons that 
remain unknown, he migrated to India “during the lifetime of 
King Jaina (Zainu’l-’Abidin) His relatives, however, recalled 

him during the reign of Sultan Hasan Shah ( 1472 - 1484 ) ,^2 
was married to his grand-daughter.^® On his way to Kashmir, 


1 . 

2 . 


3. 


4. 


Ibid., f. 39a; F.Q,., f. 189b; T,H., Ill, p. 32. 

r.iTj., f. 17b; B,S,, ff. 33b-34a; A,Ab., f. 101b; T.Az.y p. 65; F./T., f. 
76a-b; T.i/., Ill, p. 32; T.F., p. 27. 

T,Ks., f. 29a; AM., f 101a; T Az., p. 47; F.K , f. 75b; T.H., HI. p. 
32; r.F., p. 27. 


A.Ab., f. lOla; T,Az., p. 52; F.F., f. 76b; T.H.^ Ill, p. 33; T.A'., 


p> 28. 

5. F.K.. f. 75b. 

6. T.Az., p. 62; F.K., f. 76b; T.H., HI, P- 33; T.K., p. 28. 

7. Ibid. 


8 . Ibid. 

9. T.H., III, p. 41; T.K., p. 39. 

10. R.Ts., p. 222; T.H., III, p. 42; T.K., p. 39. 

11. R.Ts., p. 222. Hasan and Miskia say that he left Kashmir during 
Hasan Shah’s reign {T.H., III, p. 42; T.K., p. 39). But Shrivara, 
being contemporary, is more reliable. 

13. R.Ts., p. 251; T.H., III, 43; T.K., p. 39, 

13, See supra, p. 145, 
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he fell seriously ill, reached there, in.an almost dying state 
and breathed his last only two days later.^ 

Other Kubravi Saints of Kashmir 

Among the Kashmiri Kubraviya . saints of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, the most/prominent were^ Sha.ikh 
Bahau’d-Din and ShaiM Ya’qub Sarfi. Shaiit^ Bahau’d-Din, 
popularly called Ganjba/:Ash (^‘bestower of treasuries”), 
flourished in the fifteenth century. During his youth f\e ^eft 
Kashmir to travel to Central Asia and Iran. At JT^atlan he 
came into contact with A*Awaja Ishaq ATiatlani, the celebrated 
disciple of Saiyid ^Ali Hamadani, and became his disciple.® 
After coming back to the Valley, he lived a life of retirement 
for some time.^ But very soon people came to know of him 
and a large number, including Sul/an Zainu’l-^Abidln and his 
wife Baihaqi Begum, began to visit him to seek his blessing.'* 
Hagiological literature attributes to him a number of miracles 
which aie said to have made him very famous.® 

In the later years of his life ShaiA:^ Bahau’d-Din turned a 

n ajzub and used to wander from place to place.® One night in 


* 


1. /i./j., pp. 251-2. Hasan and Miskin suggest that he did not reach 
Kashmir and died at Bhimber, near the southern border of Kashmir 

P. 42; T'.iT., p. 39 ). But we must, once again, accept the 
statement of the’contemporary authority, Shrivara, who. gives an 
account of Saiyid NrsTr’s meeting with his relatives at Srinagar—cf 

\ 

2. T.Ks., f. 31a; A.Ab., f. 108b; A'.S, f. 06b; T.Az., p. 62; F.K., f. i03a; 
7'^/..ni,p.I88;r.jr.,p.i39. 

3. A.Ai., f l08a-b;K.S., f.e(b;T.Az.,p.52;F.ir.. f. 103b; TI/., m, 

p. 188; T'.A'., p. 139^ 

« 

4. A.Ai., f. 109a; JT.S , f. 67a; F.IT., f. I03b; T.H., III, p. 188; T.K., p. 

J. • t • 

5. One of the rniracles attributed to Shai^A Bahau*d-Din is that once 
Sul/an Zainu’l-‘AbidTn asked the ShaiA:/r to sail with him in a boat. 
The ShaiA^ refused, but when the Sul/an insisted, he threw his prayer- 
mat on the water and jumped on it and used it as a boat. The boat- 
men of the Sul/an tried to catch him but in vain— A,Ab., f. 109a; F./C., 
f. 108b; 7.//., Ill, p. 188; T./T., p. 140. 

6, K.S„ f. 68a; FK., f. 103b; 7.^'., p. 139. 
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849/1446,^ w^hile he was in a st^te of ecstasy, some thieves 
. caught him at Kreshbal^ andiput him to death.^ The ShaifcA 
had made a strange will to the effect that after his death his 
dead body should be'tiecl with a rope and dragged to the burial 
ground.^ When Zainu’l-’Abidin was informed of this, in 
obedience to the wishes of the ShaiArft, he ordered that'the dead 
*body be put on a board and then dragged to the burial 
ground.® The corpse thus dragged was buried near Malkha, in 
Srinagar, now called Mdztr-i-Ganjbakhsh,^ 

Among the disciple's of Shai/:A Bahau’d-Din are mentioned 
Baba ‘Umian and Saiyid Husain‘Rumi, Baba ‘U^man hailed 
from a well known family of Gana’i’s, which was rioted for 
their learning.*^ After completing his education. Baba ‘Ujman 
went on pilgrimage where he met one ShaiA'A Ishaq Sha^/afl,® 
who initiated him into his order.® Later, on his preceptor’s 


1. p. 62. According to Wahhab, Hasan and Miskln, the ShaiAA 
died on 4 Rajab, 843/H December 14?'9 (FJT., f. 103b; T.H., HI, p. 
189; T.iT., p. 142). Wahhab, whom Hasan and Miskin seem to have 
followed, elsewhere says that StaiA/i Eahau’d^Dm led tlie funeral pra¬ 
yer of Saiyid Madani, whose'date of death he gives as 11 Rajab, 849/ 
13 October, 1446 (F.A*., f. 74a). This would mean J^that Bahau’d-Dln 
outlived Saiyid Madani. 

2. Even miles to the north-west of Srinagar.^ 


• 3. T,Ks,y f. 17b; A,Ab., f. I69a; K:S.^ f 67b;‘T.,4^., p. 62; F.A*., f. lOSb; 

T.H., III, p. 188; T.K., p. 142. 

4. T.iTj., f. 18a; p. 62; F.K., T. 103b; T.H., III, p. 189; 

p. 142. 


6 . 

6 . 

7. 


Ibid. 

Ibid. 

R.N.y f.' 334b; T.Az., p. 66; T.f/., HI, p. 192; T.K., p. 143. 


8. Some of the sources are not consistent in giving his name. For e>rm- 

ple, Saiyid ’All at one place calls him Abu Ishaq Sha/<ari {T.Ks„ f. 
30a) and elsewhere Ishaq (Ibid., f. 31a). Likewise A‘ 2 ami at 

one place gives his name as Shaikh Isb^q Sham! {T.Az., p.'63) and at 
another place he calls him Ishaq Sha//5rl—Ibid., p. 66. 

9. T,Az», p. 66; T,H., Ill, p. 192; T,K., p. 143. According to some 
authorities. Shaikh Isliaq did not initiate him • into'his order, but 
advised him to return to Kashmir and there become the disciple of 

■ Bahau’d-Din, ^ whom ; ShaiArA "Ishaq had s^n at Mecca, prayincr 
every Friday/. 31a;\R.^., f. 334b; f, QSaiF.fC., f. JO^a, 
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advice, he returned to Kashniir.^ There he became the disciple 
’ of Shaikh Bah§u’d-Dln and received initiation into Kubraviya 
order.2 

After the death of ShaiM Bahau’d-Din, Baba ‘U^man 
succeeded him and became a source of inspiration for many 
people.^ Sul/an Zainu^l-*Abidin held him in great esteem and 
occasionally used to visit his hhwiqUh^ When the Baba died he 

was buried at MaZ'dr-i-SalaX.in^ 

Saiyid Husain® was originally a disciple of Shai/:A Ishaq, 
the first teacher of Baba‘U^man. When the latter returned to 
Kashmir, Saiyid Husain accompanied him there and he too 
entered into the disciplcship of Shai/c/z Bahau’d-Din.® Saiyid 
Husain breallied his last on 7 Rajab, 860/11 June, 1456®, and 
was buried at Rajurlkadal,^® in the interior of Srinagar. His 
tomb, which still exists, remained a source of inspiration for 
many Kashmiii saints. It is said that Shai/c/z Hamza MaA:Mum 
used to visit it continuously for twelve years and acknowledge 
the blessing he received from there.^^ 

Shaikh Ta^qub Sarfi 

Shaikh Ya’qub Sarfi, a distinguished Kashmiri saint and 


1. Ibid. 

2. T.Ks., f. Sla-b; f. 334b; K.S., f. 68a; T.Az., p. 66; F.K. f. 104a; 
T.H., III, p. 192; r.A*., p. 143. 

3. K.S., f. C8a; F.K., f. 104a. 

• 4. .K.S., f. tSb; T.Azsy p. 66* 

5. R.N„ f 334b; f. 69a; T.Az., p. 66; F.K., f. 104a; T.//., Ill, 
p. 192; T,K., p. 143. 

6. His ancestors seem to have belonged to Rum (Turkey); this is why, 
perhaps, he is called “Ruml” by some sources— T»Az,, p. 63; 

p. 26. 

7. T.Ks., f. 30a; A,Ab., f. 106b; T.Az., p. 63; F.K., f. 104a; F.Q.., f. 199b; 
T,H., Ill, p. 39; T.K., p. 26. 

8. Ibid. 

9. F.K., f. 104b; T H., Ill, p. 39. Miskin gives the date of his death as 7 
Rajab, 861/31 May, 1457--r.A'., p. 26. 

10. r.Afj., f. 30a; ^.43., f. 106b; p. 63; F. AT., f. 10 4b; 7".//., Ill, 

p. 40; T.K., p. 26. 

11. f. 106b; r..44:.,p. 63;F.A'., f. 104b; F.ft., f. 2^.0a^ T.li., JJI, 
p. 40, 
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scliolar, w:r, born in 928/1521, at Srlnagar.i According to later 
medieval Kashmiri scholars, he memorised the Qiir’an at the 
age of seven® and started composing verses in Persian at the 
same age.® He used Sarfi (lit. a grammarian) as his iakh«W5; 
( nom de plume") At the age of nineteen® he completed his 
education finder teachers who included iMaulana Basir and 
Maulana Ani.® 


Maulana Ani, who himself was the student of the cele¬ 
brated Iranian SUfi and poet, ‘Abdu’l-Rahman Jami (d. 
1492),’ was so impressed by Sarfi that he bestowed on him 
the title of “Jami-i'ani” (second Jami).® How'ever, eager to 
learn more, ShaiA'A Ya'qub Sarfi set out to visit India, Iran 
and Central Asia.» At Sarnarqand he came into contact with 
MaA/idum Kamalu’d-Din ShaiAA Husain of A7iniarazm, a 
Kubraviya saint. The ShaiAA taught him the tenets of SuLm 


1. p. 110; F.^:., f. 117a; T.H., III, p. 232. Miskla at one place 

gives his date of birth as 928/1521 (T./T., p. 171), and elsewhere 931/ 
1524—r.A"., p. 174. ' 


2 . 

3. 


T.Az., p. 110; F.A-., f. 117a; T.H., III, p 232; T.A*., p. 171. 


Ibid. 

Chu dar sdl-i-haftum nihadam, qadm, 

zi tab'am rawdn gasht shiW-i-^Ajam — Diwdn, p.c. 


:. ‘Abdu*l-Q,adir Badauni, MuntakhabuH-Tawdrikh, I, p, 403, HI, p 142 - 
F.h , f. 117a; T,H,y III, p. 232; 7*.A., p. 171, In some of his verses 
(cf. Diwdn, pp. 19, 21 ), Shai^iA Ya’qub uses “§arfiya” as his pen 


name. 


5. F.A*,, f. 117a. 

6 . T.Az., p. 110 ; F,K., f. 117a; T.H., III, p. 232. MaulSna Basir (d. 946/ 
1539) hailed from theKararaj of Kashmir. Nothing is known 

about his teachers, but it is said that he was a scholar of fiqh, kadis Band 
manliq {T.H., III, p. 212 ; T,K., p. 146). Maulana Ani had emigrated 
to Kashmir from Iran, some time in the’, beginning of the sixteenth 
century. As he was a student of Jami, he attracted many students to 
his seminary. T.H., III, p. 213; T.K., p. l ->5. 


7. T.Az., f. 110; F.K., f. 117a; T.H., III, pp. 
171. 


212, 282; T,K., pp. 146, 


8 . F,K,, f. 117a; T.H,, III, p. 232; T.A*., p. 171. 

9. F.K., f. 118a-b, 
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and initiated him into the Knbraviya order.; ShaiW 

Husain used to entrust the newly enrolled disciples to the care 
of his Vhatifas, he took Shai/cA Ya’qub under his own contro . 
After a short time his preceptor ordered him to return o 
native land.^ Before long Sarfi again left Kashnur for Samar- 
qand to see his spiritual master once more. n is arr 
there, he learned that ShaiA:A Husain had gone on pi grimag 
and Sarfi too left for Mecca.^ It is not known whether he met 
ShaiA;^ Husain or not, but he joined the seminary ^ ^ 

Hajar^ (d. 974/1567), where he sharpened his knowledge of the 

Qur’anic commentary and 


After some time ShaiM Ya’qub returned to Kashmir. 
His studies in the seminary of Ibn Hajar earned recognition 
for him as a great scholar, not only in Kashmir but also in 
India.*^ Among his Indian friends was the celebrated ShaiA:/i 
Salim Ghisti (d. 979/1571), who himself had travelled exten¬ 
sively and hadjperformed the pilgrimage several times. 


ShaiA:A Ya’qub seems to have visited Humayun (1530-39 
and 1555-56) either in Kabul or in the Panjab, and to have 

• I ' 


1. §arfi, Risala-i-Zikriya, f. 16a-b; TAz., p. HO; F.iT., f. HSb; T.H., 
HI, p. 233; T.K., p. 171.p 

2. TAz., pp. 110-1; F.iT., f. 118b; T,H., Ill, p. 233; TX, P- 171- 

3. Ibid. 


4. Ibid. 


6 . Abmad bin Muljammad bin ‘All bin Hajar Shih 5 bu’d-Din, a famous 
Shafi i theologian, was born towards the end of 909/1504-, at Mahallat, 
in Egypt. When he was only twenty years old he began to issue 
fati^}a s and to teach. After visiting Mecca twice, he settled down there 
permanently on his third visit in 944/1537-8. Among his works the 
most famous is his commentary on Minhaj Tal-alibdn of al-Nawawi, 
T'uhfat al^Muhtdj li’Shai/i aUMinhajj which bccarne the text book for 
the jurists of Sh5fi‘i school— Shorter Encyclopedia of Islam, p* H7. 

6 . ^tmta]LhabuH^Tawdri]L\i^ III, p. 142; AAb., f. 239a; TAz., p. HI; 

r.ir., p. 171. 


1 . Cf. Muntakhabu'l-Tawdrikh, III, p. 142. 

2. Gf. Muntakhabu'l'‘TawdriW^, III, p. 11. 
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been admitted among courtiers.^ However, Badduni, who savs 

that both Humayun and Akbar (1656-1605) held Sarf? 

^eat esteem, does not mention any of his activities at the 

Mu^Aal court, before 980/1572. He mentions him for th^ first 

time m connection with the account of the religious disrn« 

in the ‘Ibadat-Khana, in 980/1572.2 There he ’is said to h^"^ 

argue on the basis of the TamhUnt of ‘Ainu^l-Qj^gt 

Hamadanl,-* that the Prophet Muhammad is the personJfie 

of the title al-hadl (the guide) and that Iblls (the devil) the 

peisonification oi al-muzill (the tempter) and both titles in th 

world, stand for the Divine illumination and both perso ’fi 
cations are therefore essential.'* Personifi- 

Abu’l-Fa^l refers to ShaiAA Ya’qub Sarfi frequentiv . 
connection with Mu^/ial conquest of Kashmir, which^accord' 
to some later medieval Kashmiri sources,^ ^as inSef 
§arfi because of the persecution of Sunnis by Sultan Ya^ 

We consider this question, winch relates rather to politieaUha 
to religious history in an appendix.® ^ 

However, there is no doubt that ShaiM Ya’qub rem^’ a 
at,ached .o Akbar’s co„„ fo, .ears, whel he 

1. Gf. Ibid., f. 142. BaHaHoT . 

TT - - o- does not say when and where Sarr- 

Humayun. Since §arff would only eighteen years olH K eu ^ 
Humayun’s first reion end u ^ years old by the end of 

r ^nd would not even have completed hJq r. i- 

minary education if To* ^ i , ^piciea tns preh- 

IS fair to assume that the two would h^v^ 
some time between 1655 and 1656* ^ 

* ^ ■ * 

2, J\^uTiti2]i,\icibu l'~7'GwaT‘t\^lx^ I p 259 

3, Abu’l-Fa4:ail‘Abdu’llah A/t i i i 

au^t ,of Hamadfin, was a stud“erorstS;i^iS^ 

Ma 'tai ZTlZr 

orders of Sultan a tragic death in 633/1138-9, under the 

- - A . ® Q.iwamu d-Din AbuU^Qasim no,- 

zinu Among his works the best known is Tamhiddt (cf cL 
the Persian ManuscriM^ tn r -l r r ^(italogue of 

has recently been pub,Llld "u '^^icti 

‘Ainu’l-Quzat, dwLa 1-" ®f‘he complete works of 

. ^ Asar-t-Ainu l-Quzat, Tehran (1338 Iranian 

r ' * 

4. MuntakhabuH‘Tawdri\ch T y. o-n /-ir ^ , r ^ , 

1, p. 2o 9. Gf. Tam hidat, ff. 186. 123ff 

6. r.Az,, p. 99; TM., II, p. 271. - 

6. See infra, appendix B, 
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the company of eminent scholars such as Fai-Ci and Badaunl. 
Himself a distinguished commentator, he paid glowing tribute 
to Fakl’s commentary on the Qur’an, entitled Saw^tVu l-llhwn,^ 
About 1594,2 ShaiA:^ Ya’qub left Lahore for Kashmir and 
wrote a letter to Badaunl, in which he recalled his association 
with him and Fai-^l. The letter shows not only Sarfi s inti¬ 
mate friendship with Akbar’s courtiers, but also his attachment 
to the Mu^Aal court. 

He writes : 

As to the suppliant letters which from time to time I 
send to you, although owing to their not being worthy of 
an answer I do not trouble your wonder-describing pen 
to write one, nevertheless the pen of sincere friendship 
cannot be restrained from running on in (its desire of) 
setting forth my submission to you. I hope that whenever 
you sit in the Nawwab Fa-^il Fayyu-^i s apartment of 
fragrant grass, on the floor with its matting collei than 
the breezes of Kashmir, in the midday heat of summer, 
drinking the water which, although warm, has been 
cooled with ice, and listening to sublime talk and witty 
conversation (of Fai-^l), you will think of me, the captive 
of the hardships of disappointments.^ 

It seems that Shai/:^ Ya’qub did not visit the imperial 
court again and died on 8 ^iqa’d, 1003/25 July, 1595.^ Badaunl 
paid him warm tribute by recording the date of his death in 
the following chronogram: '‘He was the ShaiitA of the nations^’ 
(Shaikh-i-uma7n bud).^ His tomb at Zainakadal, in Srinagar, is 
famous by the name of‘Tshan-Sahib’" and is visited by many 
Kashmiri Muslims. 

1 . Muntakhabu'l-Taivdrikh, p. I, 393. 

2. Gf. Ibid., Ill, p, 143^ 

3. Aduntakhabu'l-Taiodrikhy Eng. Tr., Haig, III, p* 203. 

4. MuntakhabuU-Tawdrikh, III, p. 148. Some Kashmiri sources give his 
date of death as 12 Zm'd, 1003/19 July, 1595 {A.Ab., f. 139a; F.K„ f. 
121b; TM., Ill, p. 237; r.JT., p. 172). But Badauni being contem¬ 
porary is more reliable. 

6, Muntakhabu'l~Tawdrikh,lll, p, 148. 
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On SliaiA'/i Ya’qub’s works the following survive to this 

day.i 

1. Y^hamsa, This is a series of five mas^nawis written in 

imitation of Nizami (d. 599/1203 or G05/1209). The 

five mas^nawis of Sarfi are : 

• 

(a) Ma^azidl-Nabl, 

(b) MaslakuH^Akhynr, 

(c) Maqamat-i’-Murshid, 

(d) Wamiq- Azra, and 

(e) Laila-Majnun, 

2 . Sharh~i~Buk\\ari, a Persian commentary in prose on 
the Sahlh-i-Bukhari of Muhammad b. Isma’il BuMarl 
(194-256/809-869). 

3. ManasikuU-Hajj, in Arabic prose and explains the 
rules and regulations of the pilgrimage. 

4. Risnla-i-Zikrlya. Most of this work is devoted to the 
importance of the zikr and to the legality of zikr-i^^ 
jahr, 

5. Diwntiy a collection of ghazals and nibd'yat. 

Towards the end of his life, BadaQni says, ShaiA:^ Ya’qub 
had commenced to write an extensive commentary on the 
Qur’an.2 Badauni, who seems to have seen some portions of 
this Commentary, regarded it as a remarkable contribution to 
scholarship.^ The writings of ShaiA:/^ Ya’qub, both prose and 
poetry, exhibit the very deep impact of the works af ’Ainu’l- 
Qu^at and Ibn ‘Arabi, whose works, according to Abu’l-Fa-e;!, 
he knew very well.^ 

In his Risala-i-Zikriydy he says that God is light and 
those who are not able to perceive Him are like bats. The 
bats see nothing in the sunshine only because of their own 
deficiency, and the sun cannot be blamed for it. The beauty 

1 . The first four arc in the library of the Oriental Research Department, 
Srinagar, but in a very poor condition. The fifth, Diwdn, has been 
published at Srinagar. 

2 . Muntakhabu^l-Tawdrikh, III, p. 142. 

3. Ibid. 

4. I, p. 176. 
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and perfection of the Divine light, he continues, are reflected 

in the heart of the seeker, provided it is free from the rust of 

! worldly desires and lust.^ He asserts that the seeker, should 

I not neglect his real aim for a moment because * it is the 

I principle remedy to get rid of worldly desires and lusts.^ A 

concentration upon the real object (Allah) can be achieved 

through zikr. When the seeker begins to find interest in zikr, 

he becomes absorbed in it and separation from' it causes great 

^ hardship and distress to him'. 'Zikr removes all distractions 

and impediments, which lead men to turn' to objects other 
than God.3 ' 


The details of his zikr are mainly drawn from the writings 
Hamadani,^ and some other Sufis including 
Ala u d-Daula Sininani^ and iTAwaja ‘Ubaidu’llah Ahrar® 
(806-895/14;64-1491) the celebrated Naqshbandl saint. He 
^1^9 .quotes the Fusus aUHlkam of Ibn ’Arabi^ and finds that 
zi^r, performed silently as well as loudly, essential for a true 
spiritual life ; each type is applicable to different circum- 
stances. What he seeks to emphasize is the fact that the 
reciter of zikr should forget his own self; and all differences 
etween him and the Remembered (Allah) should disappear.® 

or meditation too of great Kelp for the 

recommends it strongly on the basis of the writings 
of Qushaifx and ’A/^ar.i® ' *' * * " * ' - ■ 

. lawful {halal) food, Sarfi says, that the Sufis, 

eminent qUzis and ^ulims do not approve of eating meals in the 

ouse o government officers or grandees of state.This seems 

« 


1 . Risala~i‘7fikr{ya, ff. 2b-3b. 

2 . Ibid., f. Gb. 

3. Ibid., f. 8b. 

4. Cf. ibid., f. 9a. 

6 . Gf. ibid., f. 27b. 

6 .‘ Gf. ibid., f. 9a. 

V. Gf. ibid., f. 27a-b. 

8 . Ibid., f. 32a. 

9. Ibid., f. 32a-b. 

10. Ibid., f. 34b. 

11. Ibid., f. 13a. 
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to be only a theoretical recommendation, for we know that 
Shaikh Ya’qub himself was very closely associated with Akbar’s 
court and friendly with grandees such as Fai^I, whom ’ the 
orthodox regarded as enemies of Islam). 

There is not much originality in his poetry, and his 
friend Badaiinx, offering an apology, says : “Poetry does not 
become the learned”.^ However, he tries to copy Jami and 
Fai-^I very closely and indeed he makes no secret of his debt 
to the former.2 But many of his gliazah closely resemble those 
of Fai^i.^ 

Shai/c/i Ya’qub uses the favourite symbol of the idol^ and 
idol worships in the sense of the realization of the Unity, 
which according to Ibn ’Arabi already exists, between the 
Divine Being and His creatures. Similarly he refers to wine,* 
the cup bearer,*^ and the wine drinker,® to express the Sufi 
symbols designed to inculcate Divine love in the heart of the 
seeker. The mole,® the comely, face^® and the cheek,^^ are 
frequently mentioned in his poetry ; these are the traditional 
symbols which exemplify the relationship between the Divine 
beauty and Its seeker. 

ShaiWi Ya’qub’s poetry is dominated by mystical love. 
He is proud of calling himself a ku^r of ^xshq (Divine love) and 

1. Muntd^abu‘l-Tawdri]shy III, p. 142. 

2. Cf. Diwdtiy p, 4 (line 11). 

3. Gf. Sarfi, Diwan, pp. 117-8, 114-5, 117 (line 14), 310-7, 179 (line 7); 
Fai^i, Kulliydt-i-Faiziy pp. 332 (poem, 333), 234 (poem, 234), 296 
(line 3), 15-6, 545 (line 5), respectively. 

4. Gf. Diuudn, pp. 132 (line 121), 75 (line 9), 8 (lines 13, 20), 174 (line 
11), and 216 (line 20). 

5. Gf. Diwdn, pp. 2 (line 3), 9 (line 9), 2l3 (line 21). 

6. Gf, ibid., pp. 50 (line 11), 242 (line 19), 251 (line 14), 276 (lines, 14, 

20 ). 

7. Gf. Diwdn, pp. 5 (line 7), 251 (line 14), 276 (lines 14, 20). 

8. Gf. ibid., pp. 4 (line 14), 6 (line 9), 276 (line 19), 

9. Ibid., p. 63 (line 1). 

10. Ibid., pp. 3 (line 4), 159 (line 5), 

11. Ibid., pp. 242 (line 20), 243 (line 1), 247 (line 6), 232 (line 8). 
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yearns to burn himself in the fire of love.^ He challenges the 
nnsih (adviser), who finds fault with the love of idols, to tell 
him if anything else is more meritorious in the world than the 
fault of loving idols.^ Again he asserts that his faith is love of 
idols and his way of hfe is drinking and lunacy.^ 

The Verses of Sarfi also show that he was an ardent 

follower of WahdatiC-wujud and he describes it boldly in lines 
such as : 

‘^O, Sarfi ! What benefit are you going to 
gain from the pilgrimage. 

If Ka’ba, temple and tavern are not 
identical with vou”A 

‘‘O, Sarfi ! as on every side a ray has 
fallen from His face to light the night. 

Impossible it is for you to say that Somnath 
has not the Ka’ba’s light.”® 

see that comely face manifest in 
whatever I regard, 

Though I look at a hundred thousand 
mirrors in all that One face is manifest.”® 


1. Ibid., pp. 77 (line 7), 92 (line 20), 103 (line 1), 133 (line 9). 

2. Ibid., p. 77 (line 17). See also p. 76 (line 6). 

3. Ibid., pp. 28 (line 1), 69 (line 18). 

4. Diwan, p. 2 50 (line 6). 

6. Ibid., p. 2 (line 2). 

6 . Ibid., p, 169 (line 5). 

















CHAPTER V 


THE NAQSHBANDI AND Q.ADIRI ORDERS ' 

The two other Sufi orders, besides the Suhrawardl and 
Kubravi, which entered Kashmir during the period under 
review, were the Naqshbandl and the Q,adiri orders. 

Maqshbandl Order 

The Naqshbandl order is one of the eldest mystic orders 
and was originally started in the land of the Turks beyond the 
Amll Darya. It was popularised mainly by /TAwaja Bahau’d- 
Din Muhammad Naqshband (717-791/1317-1389).! 

In Kashmir it was introduced by Saiyid Hilal, who 
arrived there in the reign of SuUan Sikander (1389-1413),2 
The country of Saiyid Hilal’s origin is not known ; he is said 
to have been a direct disciple of AAwaja Bahau’d-Din 
Muhammad Naqshband.® He lived a quiet life and died on 

1. For his complete biography see jV'.t/., pp. 244ff. 

2. TAz., p. 54; F,K,, f. 76a; F.Q,., f. 200b. 

3. T,Az,, p. 64; F.K., f. 76a; p. 29. 

Qadiri and Hasan at one place say that after coming at Kashmir 
he received initiation into the Kubravlya order from Saiyid Muha¬ 
mmad Madani (F.Q^., f. 200b; T Hi, HI, p. 40), but at another place 
they mention him as a Naqshbandl saint {F Q,., f. 192a; T.//., Ill, p. 
34). G/iulam Sarwar says that Saiyid Hilal received initiation into 
the Kubravlya order from Mir Muhammad Hamadam {KhazinatuH’> 
P* 322), but he contradicts his own statement when he says 
that Saiyid Hilal arrived in Kashmir during the reign of Sult3n 
Zainu’l-’Abidin (1420-1470), whereas the Mir left Kashmir in t^c 
r^ign ofSuWan Si^ndar (^1389-1413). * 
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14 RablVI-Auwal, 861/9 Febiuary 1467,^ at the village of 
Ash am, north of Kashmir, where he had settled down.^ 

Saiyid Hilal left only one disciple, named Mir Saiyid 
Amin, popularly known in Kashmir as “Wusi-Sahib , the 
name derived from his nome de plume “Waisl”.^ He hailed from 
the celebrated Baihaqi family, and was the second son of 
Saiyid Husain Baihaqi or Man^iql> Saiyid Amin had 
received his early education from Hajl Ibrahim Adham. 
When Saiyid Hilal arrived in Kashmir, Saiyid Amin became 
his disciple and received initiation into the Naqshbandi 
order.® 

As already pointed out, Saiyid Amin was adopj^ed as a 
son by Baihaqi Begum, the wife of Sul/an Zainu 1- Abidin , 


1. T.H,, III, p. 40. 

GAulam Sarwar, on the authority of A'^aml, says that Saiyid 
Hiiai died in 862/1457-8 {Yihaztndlu’l-Asjiya, H, P- 322), but the copy 
of A'^aini’s W0rk available to us docs not record Saiyid Hilal s date o 

death. 

2. T.Az.', p. 64; F.K., f. 76a; F.Q., f. 192a; T.H. Ill, P- 40. 

8. Wahhab'ahd QSdiri (F./T.,’ f. 75b; FQ..,i. 189b), wrongly say that he 
Jiad no spiritual'guide and was therrfore called “Uwaisi” reference 
being to Uwais Qarani who is said to have lived during the lifetime of 
,tK?‘Prophet, but never met him. Uwais Qarani is supposed to have 
bad no spiritual guide and was believed to receive direct spirhual 
guidance supernaturally from the Prophet. Thus those of the Sufis, 
who did not have any guide called themselves UwaisT. Elsewhere 
both Wahhab and Qadiri say that Saiyid Amin was a pupil of Haji 
IbrShim Adham and received initiation into Sufism by Saiyid Ni ma- 
tu’llih (F./r.,!. 7ea; F.G., f. 192a). In fact “Waisi” was bis nomde 
plume (see infra, p. 170) which Wahhab 'and Q,adiii have wrongly 
recorded as “Uwaisi”. 

4. A.Ab ,'f. 101a; K.S, f 67b; T.Az., p. 65; F.K., f. 76a; F.ft , f. 189b; 
p. 34; T.K., p. 29. 

6. Ibid., f. 101a; ibid., f. 67 b; ibid., p. 68; ibid., f. 76a; ibid., f. 195a; 
ibid., p. 34; ibid., p. 29. 

^ « 

'6. Ibid., f.‘ lOla; ibid., f 67b; ibid., p. 68; ibid , f. 76a; ibid., flf. lS9b, 
192a; ibid.. Ill, p. 34; ibid., p. 29. 

See supra, p. 149, 
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but the life of affluence did not appear to him. Like hfs spiritual 
ma^er, he led a life, of retirement at Asham. When Saiyid 
'Hilal died, he moved to Srinagar, where he confined himself 
to a room hear Koh-i-Maran.^ 

The following verses of Saiyid Amin, recorded in some 
sources, show that he was a broad minded Sufi, above all 
religious prejudices.^ He says : 

'‘Do not scorn infidelity. 

To those who have found out truth, 
it is not different from faith”.^ 

Again he says : 

“To an ^arif the differences between the 
mosque and temple are meaningless. 

Men endowed with spiritual eminence, 
find both goed and evil identical.”^ 

About the mystical union he says : 

'T want wi^aly I do not want either this 
world or the other, 

I worship God, I do not worship houses or walls”.® 

He advises those who have attained unto mystica to forget 
everything and not to bother themselves even with separation 
or union. 

“To Your lovers separation and unity are identical. 
Neither does the union make them happy 
nor does the separation lead them to despair.”® 

The only form of worship which he advocated was the 
mystical love of God. 


1. A.Ab.f ff. 101b-102a; f. 68a; T.Az., pp. 55, 58; F.A*., f. 76a; KO. 
f. i92a; TM-, HI, pp. 34, 37; T.K., p. 29. 

2. Although it is not necessary that the poetical expressions'of a person 
should conform with his beliefs but in this case these certainly seem to 
represent the author’s religious beliefs. See, for instance, tlie verses 
on p, 170, and the anecdote quoted on pp. 170-1. 

3. Cited in F.A*., f. 87b. 

4 . Cited in ibid., f. 78b; F.Q,., f. 191b; T.K., p. 29. 


6. Ibid. He refers to the worship of the Ka’bi either directly'or in ’ 
form of the gibia in the mosque. 

a, Ibid, 
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‘‘If you ask WaisI about religion or sect, 

He leads the worshippers of God with the religion ^of ^ 

Saiyid Amin most eloquently expresses his faith in the 
doctrine of wahdatuH-wujud, in the following lines . 

“The world and the men of the world are endowed 

with the essence of the Eternal, 

If you look deeply (you) will find everything 

in the human being.”^ 

Further he says : 

“The entire universe is with me. 

My abode is beyond (the mystical state of) lamakUn, 

O 'alim ! My body is (itself a) universe,^ 

Know 1 The soul of universe is my soul’’-^ 

It is said that when people used to come to see him, 
his attendant would irform them of his presence in two 
forms : “Afir ba l&iiida asl^^ (The Mir is with God), or Mir 
ha Vhuda wa ba khww^/ ast^^ (The Mir is with God and 

with himself). The first state was intended to indicate that he 

was seized with mystical ecstasy. His visitors then went away 
without seeing him. The second statement meant that although 
he was in a state of ecstasy, he was in his senses, and people 

could visit him.^ 

Although Saiyid Amin had kept away from the royal 
court and its politics, he became the victim of a political 
intrigue. As we have already seen,® some disgruntled Kashmiri 
nobles, who had become alienated from the Baihaqi Saiyids 
because of their arrogance, made a surprise attack on them on 
30 ^iqa’d 889/8 December 1484, and killed fifteen members 
of the family. Among these was the inoffensive Saiyid Amin.® 


1. Ibid. 

2. Ibid. 

3. F.a.,f-190a; r.//.. Ill, pp. 34-5. 

4. TM., p. 58; TH., Ill, p. 37;^^.. pp. 28-9. 


6. See supra p. 147. 

6. B 5., ff. 63b-66b; A.Ab., 102b-103a; A'.B., f. 57b; p. 58; 

F.K., f. 76b; F.Q^., f. 194a; T.H, III, p. 33; T.K,, pp. 29, 39, 
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He was later buried at ‘Ailkadal,^ on the right bank of the 
river Jehlum; in Srinagar, where his tomb exists to this day. 

Saiyid Amin either did not enrol disciples or left on 
follower worthy of mention. Thus after his death the Naqsh- 
bandl order remained unknown in Kashmir for more than 
century. It was revived by Khwaja. Khawand Mahmud (d.ll 
Sha ban, 1052/4 November 1642),' who arrived there at the 
end of the sixteenth century.^ The Kkwaja was the son of 
Khwa]a Mir Saiyid Sharif, who claimed descent from Khwa]a 
Ala u d-Din Attar (d. Rajab 802/M^arch 1400), a distinguish¬ 
ed disciple of Kkwaya Baha’ud-Din Naqshband.* 

Khw^a ^TAawand was initiated in the order by Khwa]a 
Abu Ishaq Safedkl, but he claimed to have received inspiration 
direct from Baha’u’d-Din Naqshband.« Before entering 
Kashmir from Kabul, Khwa]a AVtawand had journeyed to many 
countries. The Khwa]a did not stay there" for long and soon 
left for Agra®. However, in the seventeenth century, when 
Khwa]a /TASwand made several further visits to Kashmir, the 
Naqshbandi order received a great impetus there.® 

The Qddirl Order 

The Qadirl order was originally founded by a celebrated 
saint of Ba^Adad named ShaiAA ‘Abdu’l-Q_adir Jllani (471-661/ 
1078-1165).’ He was a prolific writer, and his works® became 
the main source of Qadirl doctrines and practices. His disci- 

1. A.Ab., f. 103a; K.S., f. 67b; F.K., f. 76b; T.H., III, p. 38. 

2. He was at Wakhsh in 994/1686-86 and after staying there for some 
years he went to Kabul and then to Kashmir; Muliammad Mu'inu’d- 
Dln, Mirat-i-Taiba, pp. 84-6, 126-6, cited by Rizvi, Muslim Revivalist 
Movement in Northern India, p. 183. 

3. Ibid. 

4. Ibid. 

6. Ibid. 

6. Ibid., pp, 183-6. 

7. For his full biography, see jV.C/., p. 340. 

8. Among his works the best known are Al-Ghunya li Tdlib Tartq flaUaq, 
Al Path al^Rabbdni and Futuht Ql~Gh.a*ib\ Encyclopaedia of Islam I, 
pp. 69-70, 
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pies, who feven during his lifetime had become very large in 
number, popularised his teachings as far as Syria, Egypt and 
Yemen. Their followers in subsequent generations disseminated 
them to other corners of the Islamic world.^ 

The order, according to available information, was first 
introduced in Kashmir some time in the second half of the 
sixteenth century, by Saiyid Ni'matu’llah Shah Qadirl.^ He 
claimed to be the direct descendant of ShaiA'/f 'Abdu’l-Q“dlr 
Jllani.3 Before coming to Kashmir, he had lived somewhere 
in India, most probably in the Panjab, where he was a diseiple 
of one ShaiAA Muhammad Darwesh Oadirl.^ According to 
Muhammad Husain Oadiri, the author of Fuluhal-i-Qadirlya, 
Saiyid Ni‘matu’llah was a prolific writer,^ but he does not m-'n- 
tion the title of a single treatise written by the Saiyid. All his 
biographers are unanimous in saying that he avoided the 

company of the ruling classes and spent most of his time in 
sawa".^ 

Saiyid Ni matu’llah did not stay . long in Kashmir and 
soon left for India.Among his disciples in Kashmir is men¬ 
tioned ShaiAA Mirak Mir. He was the son of one Saiyid 
Shamsu’d-Din Andrabi, whose ancestors had migrated to 
Kashmir from Andrab,® in the reign of Sul/an Sikandar.^ 
While ShaiAA Mirak was young, his father died.^® Plis relati¬ 
ves, who held important posts under the SuPans advised him 


1. Ibid., I, p. 69. 

2. F.a, f. 206a; T.//., ITT, p. 61; r./T., p. 61. 

Accordinp^ to Hasan and Miskin, he arrived there during the rule of the 
Chaks (1261-1586); T.//., m, p. 62; T.K., p. 51. 

.3, Ibid. 

4 . F.d: r. 200a; TM., Ill, pp. 61-2; TM, p. 51 . 

5, F.P.,f.20(ta. 


6. Ibid., f. 206a; T./f., Ill, p. 62; T'.A’., p. 61. 

7. Ibid. 

8. The city of Andrab is on the confines of A*Aiir§san towards India. 

0 A7/akT, Rishi-Ndmd, f. 42a; A,Ab,, f. I92a; F.Q,., f. 208b, 

10. Ibid., f. 40b; ibid., f. 100a: ibid., f, 207b; T.K., p. 62. 

11. Hh mother came from the powerful Baihaqi family; Rish\-Nd^d, f. t2y, 
A,Ab,y f. 192a; F.Q,., f. 208a, 
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to take up government service, fbut, drawn to a life of piety 
from childhood as he was, he declined.^ He spent most of his 
time in meditation at a V.hUnqnh in Srinagar, known as Khanqnh- 
i-AndrUbl,"^ which seems to have been built by one of his ances¬ 
tors. For forty years, it is said, he did not eat meat and married 
at a very late age, only after the Prophet appeared to him in a 
dream and advised him to do so.® 

At first he began to practise Sufism independently, claim¬ 
ing to have drawn inspiration direct from the Prophet."* When 
Saiyid Ni'roatu’llah arrived in Kashmir, he became his disciple 
and received initiation in the Qadiri order.® Shaikh Mirak is 

reported to have claimed that he had attained a high spiritual 
stage and that many people had been benefited by him. He 
died on .5 Safar, 990/1 hfarch 1.582, and was buried at h^alla- 
ratta in Srinagar.* 

o 

Another Q.adiri saint of eminence, who came to Kashmir 
in 092/1581 from somewhere in India,was Saiyid Isma’il 
Shaml.8 He too traced his descent from Shaikh ‘Abdu’l-Qadir 
Jllanl.® He had received his early education from his father, 
Saiyid Sulaiman, and was initiated into the Qadiri order by 
one Saiyid Muhammad Qasim.^® 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
6 . 


6 . 

7. 


8 . 


9. 

10 . 


Ibid., ff. 40b-41a; ibid., f. 190a-b; ibid., f. 208a. 
Ibid. 


Rishi‘Ndma., ff. 41a-b, 42a; A.Ab , f. 191a; T,Az., p. lOfi; F,Q , f. 208a; 
r.//., Ill, pp. 62-3; r.A*., p. 63. 


ff. 40b, 41b; ff. 190b-191a‘ T.Az. p. 1C6* F.Q, 

ff. 207b-208a; T./f., Ill, p. 62; T,K,, p. 62. 


Ibid. 

A,Ab,, f. I90a; F.Q,., f. 208b; T,H , III, p. 63; T,K,, p. 62. 

A.Ab,^ f. 189a; T.Az., p. 106; f. 206b; T,H,y III, p. 64. 

Miskin wrongly gives the date of his arrival as 996/1687 {T.K.,p, 60), 

because Baba Dawud, who is said to have received Saiyid Isma-il in 
Kashmir, was dead by this time. 

Fiom his title it seems that his ancestors had migrated from Syria. 



A.Ab., f. 190a; T.Az., p. 106; F.Q_., f. 205a. 

Miskin gives his father’s name as Saiyid Mufiammad Qasim (T,K., p. 
60), who according to other sources was his preceptor. 



132 


Sufism in Kashmir 


Saiyid Isma'll was warmly received in Kashmir by some 
eminent saints of that country including Baba Dawud iT/mkl, 
with whom he developed a close friendship.^ Saiyid Isma’il 
. appears to have been a saint of great repute. His devotional 
zeal and piety are praised in all the • sources.^ Baba Dawud 
A'Aaki, eulogises his laudable character, simplicity and spiritual 
achievements in a poem which he composed in the Saiyid’s 
honour.3 However, he also did not stay long in Kashmir 
and returned to India;^ but during his brief stay there, he firmly 
laid the foundation of the Qadiri order, through his disciple 
Mir Nazuk Niyazi. 


Mir Nazuk was at first the disciple of Baba Dawud TTAakl 
and had received initiation in the Suhrawardi order.^ When 
Saiyid Isma'il came to Kashmir, Baba Dawud introduced the 
Mir to him.® Finding Mir Nazuk full of promise, Saiyid 
Isma^il initiated him into the Qadiri order and gave him the 
YLhirqa and ijdzat-namU to enrol disciples in the order.*^ 

Mir Nazuk, unlike Saiyid Ni'matu’llah, did not approve 
o the . practice of sama\ It is not known whether Saiyid 
Isniahl practised sama^ at all, but Baba^ Dawud, the Mir’s 
ear ler preceptor, certainly approved of it.® Mir Nazuk is said 
to aye even refused to give an interview to a darwesh who 

S/on breathed his last on 9 ^u’l-Hijja, 

022/20 January 1614,lo and was buried at Ciazikadal, in 
brinagar.il 


I. A.A6^, f. 188a; T.A^., p. log. f josb; T.H., HI. p. 54; T.IC., 

205a-b; 54; 

4. ?bi^ P-Q.; f. 205b; T.K., p. 60. , 

6. T.Az., pp. 106, 126; f, joeb; T.H., III, p. 248; T.K., p. 179. 

6. Ibid., pp. 126-7; ibid., f. 206b; ibid., p. 248; ibid., p. 179. 

8. See supra, Ch. II, p. 32. 

9. T.Az., p. 127; ff. 206b-207a; T.H , III, p. 248. 

10. Ibid., p. 127; ibid., f. 207b; ibid., p. 249; T.K., p. 180. 

11. T.H., Ill, p. 249; T,K., p. 180. 




The Naqshbandl and OpdiTJ Order ; ' ■ 

J. Otj 

The charge of Mir Nazuk’s khanjaA at A7,Invar in Sri- 
nagar, vvas taken up by his eldest son. Mir Yusuf.i He had 
received his education and initiation in the Qadiri order from 
his father.2 Mir Yusuf died of plague at an 

Na 7 ^W son of Mir 

Nazuk, to popularise the Q,adirl order in Kashmir.^ 


1. tbid,, p. 275; ibid., p. 18! 

2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid. 

4. Cf. Ibid. 


Nazuk,^drcUncVthe Jfferl^rccied h'^h 

exoteric knowledge and lived a life of eas^ cfHwi' 


CHAPTER VI 


the rishI order—a 


Etymology of the word rishl 

The Sufi orders discussed in the preceding chapters 
entered Kashmir from Persia, Central Asia, and India. How 
ever, in the beginning of the fifteenth century there arose in 
the Valley an indigenous Sufi order, known as the Rishii 
order. It developed amidst the traditions of Buddhist renunci¬ 
ation and Hindu asceticism. In fact the very term rishi is 
derived from Sanskrit. Some medieval Muslim scholars of 
Kashmir^ have, indeed, tried to Islamize it and have preferred 
to see its derivation in the Persian word Yaish or rishy which 
means “The feathers of a bird, plumage ; a wide garment , 
abundance of means of life ; the beard”.^ 

Thus Baba Dawud Mishkati asserts that rishi was derived 
from the Persian word raish or rish meaning the feathers or 
wings of a bird. A bird, he writes, whose feathers are removed 
has no control over its own movements and depends entirely 
on the wind. To whatever direction the wind blows, the bird 
is carried by it. So it is with a Rishi; he is alienated from the 
world and lives alone buffeted by fate.^ 

‘Abdu’l-Wahhab sees rishi as meaning “warmth” 
[harUrat)y and this, he writes,' can be applied to a Sufi, for 

1. We adopt this spelling in preference to the Sanskritic form rishi) 
since the Persian spellings with final long i occurs thought our 
sources. 

2. A.Ab., f. 64a; F.K., f. 82a. 

3. Steingass, Persian-English Dictionary, pp. 602-3. 

4. A»Ab., f. 54a-b. While describing the origin of the moment, MishkStT 
• surprisingly says that the Rishi order was a Hindu ascetic order which 

existed in Kashmir, in prc-Islamic limes—Ibid. 
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by tlie warmth of his heart the Sufi reaches his goal, attainino- 
from a state of devotion the object of his desire.^ 

These and similar explanation^ seem fanciful and forced, 
n fact, hke many other Sanskrit words, the word rishi was 
assimilated into medieval Kashmiri. In the Rig-Veda it is used 

in the sense of a “singer of sacred hymns'”. Later it came to 

mean a legendary sage, “to whom port of the Vedic hymns 
was revealed.” Later still it was. applied more loosely to a 
saint or sanctified sage .”2 In geneial usage among Hindus it 

signifies an ascetic or anchorite of high reputation for his 
sanctity. Kashmiri Muslim scholars of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries such as A'zaml^ and Hasan*, do not 

endorse the definition given, by their predecessors and accent 
the Sanskrit origin of the word. ^ 

The few sources available disclose very little that can be 
^hed upon about the origin of the Rishi movement in 
Kashmir. Baba Nasib relates a story of the existence of three 
Rishi brothers, A^Aalasman, Plasman and Yasman, in nre- 
Islamic times in Kashmir. But he appears to be telling at face 
value a Hindu mythological tale. A7ialasman for example is 
said to have lived sixteen hundred years, Plasman twelve 
hundred and Yasman eight hundred years.^ 

1. F.K,, f. 82b. 

2. MonierJWilliams A Sanskrit-English Dictionaiy, pp. 226-27, 

3. T,Az.y p. 87. 

4. T,H,, III, p. 101. 

6. Yasman is said to have been inferior in piety and devotion to his two 
eWer brothers, and so all his hair was grey. It is also said that once 
he mler of the country went to see him, but Yasman paid no attention 
to him. The ruler, displeased, decided to crush his pride. He sent a 
courtesan of matchless beauty to seduce him and she succeeded (R.M. 

S3a-54a). Elsewhere , ff. I57k-b’ 
attributes more or less the same st.ry to ShaiiA 
Nuru d-Din Rishi. There lived a brahman, says Baba Nasib, who was 
pious and chaste. Once the ruler of the time visited him but was 
s own disregard by the Brahman,.and he felt slighted and sent a courte¬ 
san to seduce the Brahman. The Brahman fell a prey to her beauty. 
Later on the Muslims started to taunt the Hindus with their spiritual* 
leader’s lapse. The Hindus in retaliation requested same courtesan to 
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Baba Dawud Mishkati states that the Hindu Rishls were 
in existence in Kashmir before ShaiA:/i NQru d-Din, who is 
generally acknowledged as the founder of the order, and that 
Nuru’d-Din renewed the ancient traditions of the Rishls, 
though ignoring their monastic life and Brahmanic beliefs.^ 
That is to say he took the Hindu ascetic traditions and 
Islamized them. 

According to ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, the originator and the 
founder of the Rishi order was the Prophet himself. He does 
not give any justification for his claim, except that the Prophet 
once said that one of the virtues of a faithful Muslim is that 
he fights his selfish desires.^ But this is hardly satisfactory 
evidence, since it is potently a general statement. 

From the sources now surviving, we can only say that 
the movement flourished from the first half of the fifteenth 
century and the ShaiA:A Nuru’d-Din, commonly known in 
Kashmir as Nand Resh, was responsible for its growth and 
popularity, aided by his four eminent disciples, BamnM-Din, 
Zainu’d-Din, Latifu’d-Din and Nasru’d-Din. 

The life of iSA^f kli Nuru^d-Dln 

The life of Shaikh Nuru’d-Din Rishi, whose original 
name seems to have been Nand,* is shrouded in myths and 

Continued f.n. 6. 

go to Nuru*d-Din, the preceptor of the Muslims and repeat her con- 
quest. She went and Nuru’d-Din asked her to go back, but she refused 
Nuru*d-Djn was enraged at Jher presumption and with a glance, he 

deprived her of her looks and left her with the body of a ninety year 
old woman. 

These legends have no basis and have been attributed by diffe¬ 
rent authors to different saints. Bahi’u’d-Din MattU, for instance, says 
that Suhan Sikandar sent the courtesan to ShdLikh Nuru*d-Din to test 
his spiritual power—cf. R,Nm., f. 32a-b. 

1. A,Ab,, f, 52a-b. 

2. F./r,, ff. 82b-83a. 

3. His elder brothers were given Kashmiri names—Shesh and Kundar 
(iJ.JV’., f. 129a; F,K,, f, 89b; RMtn.y f. 10b). It is unlikely that their 
younger brother would have been given an Arabic name in the beginn¬ 
ing. *'Nanda*' in Sanskrit is from ‘'nand**, which means delight, 
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legends. There is no general agreement among the sources 
about the date of his birth. However, many agree that he was 
born on 10 .^uM-Hijja,! 779/9 April, 1378.2 


It is said that the birth-place of Nuru’d-Din is Kaimuh,® 
where his father Salar Gana’i, belonging to the tribe of 
whtchmen,« lived.s It is also said that when the ShaiAA was 
born he would not take rtiilk from his mother’s breast. Three 
days after his birth, Lalla, the celebrated Shavite ascetic of 
Kashmir, happened to come by and spoke to the newly born 
baby : “You were not ashamed of being born ; why are you 
ashamed to suck ?” Thereupon the baby immediately started 
taking milk and Lalla thereafter continued to visit the house 


1 . 

2 . 


Continued f.n, 5. 

happiness (cf. Monicr Williams, A Sanskrit-English Dictionary, p. 626), 
and in Kashmiri it means virtuous. The Prophet in a dream is said to 
have addressed him as Nand, and not Naru’d-Din (the light of the 
faith)—f. I3lb; F.K., f. 86b; R.Nm., f. 19b; T.K., p.tgs! 

T.K., p. 92. 


R.N., f. I29a; F.iT., f. 86b; R.Nm., f. 12a; T.K., p. 92. Mishkati and 
Hasan give the date of the ShaiArA’s birth as 757/1356-57 (A Ab f 

T.H., III, p. 125). But Mishkati, from whom Hasan seems to have 
copied, gives contradictory statements, which make his date unreliable. 
He says that the ShaiA;^ died at the age of sixty-three and at the 
same time h- gives the date of the ShaiA:A's death as 808/1405-1406 
{A,Ab., f. 68b). If we accept Mishkati *s date and the age he attri¬ 
butes to the ShaiA;A at his death, then the ShaiA;^ was born in 745/ 
1344-45. ‘ 


Anand Kaul, who wrote an article on the life of Shaii^A Nuru’d- 
Din (“A life of Nand Rishi”, Indian Antiquary, LVIll, 1929, p. 195), 
accepts the date of the ShaiA:/i’s birth as 10 ^Q’l-Hijja, 779. 

e 1 m U. **, is thirty-two miles to the south of 

Srinagar. 

4. It is said that Salar Gana’i was from the qabila-ipdsbdn. It seems that 

watchmen, obviously a functional group, were identified as a tribe in 
an ethnic sense. 


5, RoJsf,, f, 129a; F,K», flf. 84b, 89b. Mattu says that Salar Gana’i was a 
descendant of the rulers of Kishtwar {R.Pfm., f. 10b). Hasan {T.H,, 
III, p. 117), gives the genealogical line of the ShaiA;/i as follows : Wagra 
Sanz, his son Dartpa Sanz, his son Zanga Sanz, his son Hanar Sanz, 

his son Graza Sanz, his son Salar Sanz, his sonNanda Sanz (NUru’d- 
Din), 
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of the parents of Nuru’d-Dln^. 

After the death of their father, the brothers of NOru’d- 
Din, Shesh and Kundar, are reported to have tamed to a life 
of theft and robbery. When Nuru’d-Din grew older, they 
pressed him to share in their way of life, and Nuru’d-Din 
reluctantly agreed.^ Nuru’d-Din is said to have hinted at this 
in the following verses attributed to him : 

‘‘A spring has been lost in the stream, 

A saint has been lost among the thieves. 

A deeply learned man has been lost in the house of 

fools, 

A swan has been lost among the crows. 

However, the ShaiA:^ proved an incompetent thief. His 
brothers, thinking that he might become a source of trouble, 
approached their mother and told her that he should leave 
them, as he was an ignorant fool.^ Their mother sent for him 

« « 

1. R.Nm., f. 12b; TK„ p. 92. Hasan suggests the Lalla put her own brea¬ 
sts into the baby’s mouth— T.H., III, p» IH. 

2. /? A*., f. 136a; ff. 55b-56a; F./T., f. 84b; 12b; jT.//., 

Ill, p. 117; T./r., p,92. 

3. Nur-Ndmd, ed. Muhammad Amin Kamil, p. 172 (Poem, 249). 

4. Many stories are told about the ShaiAA’s life as a thief. One night, 

accompanied by his brothers, they reached a village where a big house 
stood. Thinking that they would get a rick haul, they told the ShaiA:A 
to rob it. The inmates happened to be awake, and suspecting it was a 
thief, they spoke to one another, lamenting that they were poor—so 
poor indeed as not to possess even a quilt to protect themselves from 
the cold. NUru’d-Dln overheard them and felt pity on their poverty; 
he flung his own blanket over them and came out empty-handed. His 
brothers asked him what he had secured and where his blanket was ? 
The ShaiA:A replied that he inmates of the house got up and tried to 
catch him, so he threw the blanket in their faces and ran away. {R,N.^ 
f 137a-b; f. 69a-b; F.F*., f. 86a; F.jV/w., ff. l4b-15a; T.H„ III, 

p. 118; T.K., p. 93.) 

On another occasion the three brothers went to steal in a village. 
His brothers told the ShaiA:A to break into a house and bring out what¬ 
ever heavy object he might find. Nuru’d-Din found a box full of gold 
. and silver, but he reflected that if he brought it out he would be com¬ 
mitting a sin. He brought out a stone pestle instead and gave it to 
his brothers, telling them he could find nothing heavier in the house. 
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and said that if he considered stealing unlawful, he should take 
up some other means of earning his living. The Shaikh agreed 
and went with her to a weaver to become his apprentice i 
Bui Ihc very first day ihc weaver lost patience with him as he 
kept «■> asking questions about religion instead of attending to 
hiswork. The weaver sent for Nuru’d-Din’s mother. She 

Continued f.n. 4. 

His brothers were angry at his stupidity, not understanding that bv 
vy o jectsthcy meant precious metals, so they ironically asked him 
to bring out something light. He re-entered, and brought out a sieve 
and a winnowing fan. saying that there were no lighter things there 

SL d h at his foolishness, afterwards stole a cow Ind 

e er over to him, as they themselves were going to some 

hear7id“ ‘l ‘he cow alo^ when he 

heard a dog barking • W, wow'\ In Kashmiri wow means sow h! 

ought that the dog was reminding him of the fact that what he 

fT? hereafter and so he let the cow go loose- 

(«.M, ff 136a^7a; d.di., flF. 6Sb-59a; F.K., ff. SSb-SeS; R Mn 

fo h h ’ ; ’i ■ ^ PP- ®2-93). The story seem's 

to have been based on the following saying of Nuru’d-Din : 

The dog is barking in the compound, 

O brothers ! give car and listen (to what he says). 

One who sows here (in this world) shall 
reap there (in the next world). 

The dog is crying (reminding), sow, sow, sow_” 

Nur^Ndmd^ p. 95 (Poem, 104), 

p.^ii tZ tZ: 

2. Nuru’d-Din is said to have asked the weaver, why he was always 

a ternatcly raising and lowering his feet. He replied that he was thus 
raising the warp in order to put in the woof. But, Nura’d-Din replied 
that this movement had another meaning : -When you raise your 
rig oo It is a hint that all human beings came from diist and shall 
return to dust. Nuru’d-Din next enquired : “Why have there threads 
^ een put together ? What is the piece of wood that is shot to and fro 
in t le loom ? Wliat are the threads attached to it ? And what is the 
oard you are always pulling towards yourself ?” The weaver replied 
t ^ t ley were warp shuttle, woof and press board respectively. Nliru’- 
-Dm replied : “No, the woof indicates that the world is an inn hav¬ 
ing two doors; by one we enter and by the other we leave. The shuttle 
IS man, and the thread in its mouth is his daily bread, apportioned to 
him by fate; so long as it lasts he moves about in this world. Tlie 
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came and enquired what was wrong with him and why he did 
not get on with his work. The ShaiA;A replied : “No work in 
this world is easy. The tools of the weaver reminded me that 
we all have to leave this world. So we should not set our hearts 
on worldly success. Our destiny is determined at our birth, we 
work in order to keep alive until the moment when that destiny 
must be fulfilled. If we do not worship, how shall we achieve 
freedom from the punishments of the grave . 

It seems that the stories were prepared to show Nuru’d- 
Din’s piety and innocence. They were intended to serve as a 
background-setting for some of his verses. It is common to 
stories of saints all over the world, to present them as moved 
by impulses of virtue even before the light of conversion draws 
upon them.2 The disciples of Kabir and Nanak to reconstruct¬ 
ed the framework of their biographies on the basis of their 
verses. 

I 

The legendary nature of the incidents of Sha,ikh Nuru’d- 
pln s life, described in the hagiological literature, may also be 
judged by the fact that the same literature attributes his con¬ 
version to different sources. According to Baba Nasib once 
the Prophet appeared to the ShaiAA in a dream, addressed him 
by his Kashmiri name Nand,^ and bade him to do pious deeds 
and be worthy of his name. The vision drew the veil from the 

Continued f.n. 2, 

world. The board, when you pull it towards you to press home the 
woof, makes a sound like dag, dag (‘beat, beat*), and it indicates that 
our desires are killing us.” The weaver thought that his apprentice’s 
mind was wandering f. 138a-139a; A.Ab., f. 60a-b; F.A*., f. 

86a-b). According to Mattu ff. 16b-l6b), the weaver on hear¬ 

ing what the ShaiA:^ had said, gave up the world. 

We have similar conversations attributed to Guru Nanak in the 

Janam^sdkhis'-ci, W.H* Mcleod, Guru Nanak and the Sikh Religion, pp , 

36, 62. 

1. R.N, f. 139b; A Ab., f. 60b; F.K., f. 86b. 

2. Gf. ‘A«ar, TazkiratuH-Aultya\ Eng. tr., A.J. Arberry {Muslim Saints 
and Mystics), pp. 63ff. 

3k See supra, p. 182, n. 1. 
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eyes of Nuru’d-Din and he was increasingly drawn to the 
spiritual life.^ 

Baba Dawud Mishkati^ and ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab^ say that 
while the Shai/r/i and his brothers were once trying to break 
into a house, Lalla, who happened to be there, cried to Nuru’d- 
Dln; “What will you get from this house ? Go to a big house 
(i.e. God), you will get something there.” ' On hearing this 
Nuru’d-Din, who was thirty years old at that time,« immediate¬ 
ly left his brothers and dug out a cave at the village of 
Kaimuh. Here for many years^ he performed his austere 

penances, withdrawing entirely horn the life that surrounded 
him.® 


Sh&ikh Nuru’d-Dm was a great mystic, who had risen 
high above the courts, and the social and religious institutions 


1. R.N., ff. 132b-133a. See also R.Nm., f. 19b; T.K., p. 95. 

2. A,Ab,y f. 66a. 

3. F.A’., f. 84b. 


4. 


6 . 


A.Ab., f. 52b; F.K., f. 82b; T.Az., p. 63. Nasib ';and Malta say that 
the ShaiW entered the spiritual path at the age of thirtv-two—ff N 
f. 132a; R.Nm., f. 20a. ' ” 

It IS said that the ShaiWi lived for twelve years in that cave (R.N. 

^ ^ 20b; T.H.. Ill, pp! 

118-19; r.^r., p. 94 ). But this period should not be taken to mean 
twelve calender years. Many Sufi such as ShaiAA Muhammad Ghms 
Shaffari (cf. MuntaVhabu'l-TawariVii, III, p. 4), and some of the disci¬ 
ples of Nuru’d-Din himself (cf. infra, p. 218, 226) are said to have 
lived in caves for twelve years. 


6. It is said that the ShaiiA’s mother made repeated entreaties to her son 
to give up his solitary life and take care of his wife and children, but 
to no avail. One day she came to his cave and upbraided' him for 
his negligence of filial duty, but failed in persuade him to change his 
ways. She tauntingly reminded him that she had fed .him with her 
blood in the form of her milk, and had reared him up; and now he 
was proving ungrateful to her. The ShaiAA commanded a nearby rock 
to give back to his mother all the milk he had from her. Soon milk 
began to flow from the rock. His mother was astonished, but happy a 
she thought that her son had reached such a high spiritual stage— 
R.N., ff. U0b l41a; A.Ab.. f. 61a-b; F.K., f. 86b; R.Nm f. 28b-29a; 
T.H., III, p. 120; T.K., p. 94. 
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of the time. His sayings, as we shall see in the following pages, 
reveal that his coversion to the spiritual life was not accidental, 
but out of conviction. But the question arises, whencerdid he 
draw inspiration ? Was he really influenced by the Sufis, who 
by his time had migrated to Kashmir in large numbers ? 

All the earlier sources generally agree that the preceptor 
of Nuru’d-Dln is not known, describing him merely as 
^^Uwaisi”.^ However, the later scholars such as A‘^aml^ and 
Wahhab^ assert that Nuru’d-Din received guidance from 
Saiyid Husain^^^the^ousin of Saiyid ‘Ali HamadanT. But the 
discripancy in their statements makes them unreliable. 

A'zami states that when Saiyid ‘All Hamadani arrived in 
Kashmir (783/1381), ShaMch Nuru’d-Din was still unborn.^ 
Thus by the time Saiyid Husain died (792/1390).® The ShaiA:^ 
would not be more than nine years old. Again A‘^aml says 
that Nuru’d-Dln entered the spiritual path at the age of 
thirty."^ This then happened some seventeen years after 
Saiyid Husain’s death, as A‘.^ami agrees that the ShaiM was 
born in 779/1378.® 

According to one statement of Wahhab, Nuru’d-Din 
would be thirteen years old by the time Saiyid Husain died, as 
he gives the date of birth of Nuru’d-DIn as 779/i377-1378.^ At 
another place like A‘.tami he states that the ShaiAA’s conversion 
took place when he was thirty years old.^® This suggests that 
it is unlikely that the Shai/tA would have received any guidance 


1. Khtikl, Rishi^J^cmay f. 43a; D,S.y p. 213; RM.y f. 131b; 
62a. 

2 . T.Az., p. 64, 

3. F.A-., ff. 69b, 82a. 

4. supra, p. II 4 for his biography. 

6. T,Az»y p, 64 . 


A,Ab,y f. 


6 . See supra, p. Us. 

7. T,Az., p. 63, 

8 . He does not give the date of birth of Nuru*d-Dln, but says that the 
latter died at the age of sixty three, in 842/1438-39 (T.Az,, p. 64 ), 
This gives the ShaiA'A’s date of birth as 779/1377-78, 

9. F.K., t 86 b. 

10 , Ibid., f. 82b, 
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from Saiyid Husain. The confusion in Wahhab’s statements 

may also be judged by the fact that elsewhere,^ he himself 

states that Nuru’d-Din’s conversion took place because of 
Lalla.2 

Again, Wahhab, who was himself an adherent of -the 

Kubraviya order, seems to be bent on connecting the Rishls 
with that order. 


According to Wahhab, when Mir Muhammad, the son 
of Saiyid ‘All Hamadani, heard about the virtues of ShaiiA 
Nuru d-Din, he went to see him. And after being convinced of 
his spirituality, the Mir asked the Shai^/i to accept him as-his 
disciple. But the Shai/cA told Mir Muhammad that since he 
was a descendant of the Prophet, he should rather be his 
disciple. The Mir thereupon accepted him.^ 

Saiyid Ali,^ B^ba Nasib^ and Mishkati,® the earliest to 
record the meeting of the ShaiM with the Mir, say nothing 
about this. In fact the anecdote about Mir Muhammad’s 
meeting with ShaiA:A NuruM-Din reveals that their attitudes to 
the pioblem were in conflict. It is said that Mir Muhammad 
criticised Nuru d-Din for abstaining from meat.*^ Some of his 
companions are even reported to have criticised the ShaiitA for 
his lack of knowledge about the sharVa,^ Thus it seems most 
unlikely that either Mir Muhammad or ShaiA:/z Nuru’d-Din 
would have shown any desire to become the disciple of the 
other. 

In fact there seems very little doubt that Nuru’d-Din 
developed his thought in his own atmosphere. By this time a 
new Bhakti movement, set in train by Lalla, had started in 
Kashmir. In view of the fact that she was a source of inspi¬ 
ration for Nuru d-Din it will be useful to give a brief description 
of her life. 


Ibid. 

2. See supra, p. 187. 


4. ' r,Ks., f. 33b-34a.'*^ ^ 

5 . RM.y f. 2l5a-b. 

(5. A,Ab.i f.-230a-b. 

f- 230b. 

8. Cf. T.Ks., f. 34b; fif. 216b.2na, 
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Like that of Nuru’d-Din, Lalla’s life is shrouded in myth 
and legend. Tt is said that she came of a fairly well-to-do family 
of Brahmans of Pompur, and that right from her childhood 
she was given to an ascetic life. However, she was married to 
a Brahman boy in the same village. Her mother-in-law was 
crueP and her husband ignored her. Because of her mystical 
tendencies, Lalla failed to conform to the established social 
practices and was turned out of her husband’s house. There 
upon she started roaming from place to place in a semi-nude 
state.2 Probably it was disappointment in love and domestic 
life that turned Lalla into an ascetic. All that can be affirmed 
of her with certainty is that she flourished between the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and that she was a senior 
contemporary of Nuru’d-Din.^ 

1. It is said that Lalla often had to'pjo without meals.- Her mother-in-law 
used'to put a large stone on her plate and cover that with rice to make 
a small helping look like a big heap. Thus Lalla is believed to have 
made allusion to this story in one of her sayings I ^‘Whether they (in¬ 
laws) kill a big sheep or a small one, it was all the same; Lalla has 

always naUwath (stone) in her plate”—F.A*., f. 91. 

2. RM.y ff., 218b-219a; A.Ab., f. 259a; F.K., f. 91a-b. The legend of the 
wandering of LallS in the nude is probably based on her foliowing 
saying : 

“Dance then, Lalla, clothed but by the air : 

Sing then, Lalla, clad but in the’sky. 

Air and sky Twhat garment is more fair ? 

‘Cloth’, saith Custom—doth that sanctify ?— 

Temple, The word of Lalla, p. 173 (poem 94). 

S. Jonaraja’says : “Once upon a time the prince [Shihabu’d Din, 1364- 
733 was Wandering for amusement in the forest of Vakpushta, when 
he saw a circle of Yoginis in the cavern of a mountain. His friends 
Udayashri and Chandradamara also saw them;...the leader of the 
yoginis recognized the prince...and sent him a cup of liquor with in¬ 
cantation and blessing.” (/2.7y., pp. 36-36) Mishkatl (A,Ab.,L 268b) 
and Wahhab (F.A*., f. 9lb) also agree with Jonaraja and say that the 
Yoginis was Lalla. The story of true shows that Lalla was of matured 
age by the middle of the fifteenth century. However, Anand Kaul, 
who wrote an article on Lalla’s life, “Life sketch of Laleshwari”, 
(Indian Antiquary^ V. 60, 1921, pp. 302ff) says that Lalla was born in 
the reign of Sultan ‘Ala’u’d-Din (1343-1364). Sufi {Kashir, II, p. 383) 
gives the date of the birth of Lalla as 1335. 
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^ The “Lai Wakhi” or ‘Sayings of Lalla’, are the “current 
com of quotation” in Kashmir. They were first edited and 

Sir George Grierson in 1920. Later 

Sir Richard Carnac Temple, in 1924 , published a translation 

ct P""'y of life are the key-note of her sayinns 

She rejected the ettabUehcd religions dogmas and rituals,. wT 
she tniluenced by Muslim saints such as Saiyid .Ah Hamadan,. 
Some modern schoiars, including Temple, and Muhibbu’h 

STku “V Temple,' whom 

Muhibbu l-Hasan follows i j ..i, ^.t n-5 ^ 

•el,' c -rr-ri '< A I' • ” acknowledgos that Lalla’s association 

with Saiyid Ah .s based on legend.^ It is most likely that Ae 
egen was concocted either to glorify the influence of Saiyid 

Lalla influenced 

Shai^A Nuru d-Dm. There is in fact no trace of Islamtc 
influence m a la s teachings, although some modern scholars 
such as Grierson* and Temple* have in vain tried to find 
some. n ee i was not the Muslim saints who influenced 
Lalla, but she who influenced a sectton of the Kashmiri Muslim 
saints, the Rishis, through Nuru’d-Din.« Nuru’d-Din was a 
junior contemporary of Lalla® and though the tales of Nuru’d- 
Din s encoun ers with Lalla may be taken as hagiological 

2, Th, m,d r/M/J, pp. PP-15*. 212. 

3. Sultcns, p. 239. 

^ ^ Appendix (C) where the story has been 

5. Lalld-Vdkydni, p.30. 

6. The word of Lalla, p, 17 q^ 

o nr^<Abdu’l-Ahaffs consideration of this question. 

9 The story about 

■ in a forest, if true ban ^hihabu’d-Dm ‘(1.S64-73) 

was born (779/13781 before ShaUA Nuru’d-Din 

„ilk when he was born ^*’^'** 

a house which he was th the Shaikh, near 

shows not only that NUruM n- (see supra, p. 183, 187), 

^as already a recogniaed 4'?!" 
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fabrications, at least they reveal that Niiru d-Dln^was ^ 

considered to have had some association wit ^ 
similarity of their sayings and teachings would suggest t 
more than mere association, and that Lalla was, m ac , 
initial and important source of inspiration for Nuru d im 
Lalla, while pleading for spiritual as against form 

worship, says: 

“Who are they that wreathes of flowers bring . , 

. What are the Lwers that at the Feet they lay ? 

Water that they on the Image fling ? 

What the spell that Shankar’s Self shall sway. 

Nuru’d-Din likewise points out: 

“By bow ing down, thou shalt not. become a Rishi, 

The pounder in the rice-mill did never raise up its head. 
By, bathing, the mind will not be cleaned,^^^ 

The fish and otter never ascend the bank. 

Lalla relates her spii’itual experience in the following verses 
“Passionate, with longing in mine eyes, 

• Searching wide, and seeking nights and days, 

Lo ! I beheld the Truthful One, the wise, ^ • 

Here in mine own House to fill my. gaze. 

And Nuru’d-Din says : 

“Searching far and wide in vain, 

Lo 1 I found Him in my own country.”^ 

On the signs of immoral society Lalla observes . 

“In these evil times doth Nature bow 
. Unto them that walk in wrongful ways. 

Autumn pears and apples ripen now 
With the apricots of summer days. 

In the coming days of shame and wrath 
Mother and her daughter, hand in hand, 

1* Temple, The Word of Lalla, p. 188 (Poem, 39). 

2. Cited by Anand Kaul, “A Life of Nand Rishi**, Indian Antiquary, V. 

69, 1930, p. 29. 

3. Temple, op. cit., p. 167 (Poem, 3), 

4. Niir-Ndmd, p. 165 (Poem, 216). 
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Strangers to accost shall wander forth; 
h4en and women in an evil band.”^ 

Nuru’d-Dln makes the same point, employing almost the 
same language: 

* The times will become more and more evil 
Human nature itself will change for the worse. 

Pears and apples whose ripening time is late autumn 
will change and ripen with apricots in the height 
of the rainy season ; 

Mother and daughter hand in hand, will 
enjoy their days with strangers.”^ 

That Nuru’d-Din was influenced by Lalla’s personality 
is quite clear from one of his sayings, in which he declares 
Lalla a great soul. He eulogizes her spiritual attainments and', 
despairing of surpassing them himself, strives only to equal 
them. 

‘‘That Lalla of Padmanpur^ 

Who had drunk nectar^ 

She is the Avatgr and YoginI 

O God, bestow the same (spiritual power) on me.’*® 

The personalities of Lalla and Nuru’d-Din are so mixed 
up that it is Impossible to separate them. But there seems little 
doubt that Nuiu’d-Din drew inspiration from Lalla, even if he 
did not actually become her disciple. 

Shaikh Nuru’d-Din distinguished himself among all the 
Muslim saints of Kashmir, Jonaraja,® the contemporary of the 
ShaiAAj who rarely acknowledges the sanctity of any Muslim, 
describs him the greatest sage of the time. The ShaiM did not 
concern himself with propagating the faith of Islam. He gave 
himself np to austere penances. For some time he subsisted 

1 . Temple, op. cit., p. 219 (Poem, 92). 

2 . NurMa, p. 169 (Poem, 242). 

3. paflmanpur, the modern Pompur, is the place where Lalla is believed 

m born-^see supra, p. 191. 

4 . The verse can also be rendered as “who is alive for ever (amr, immor¬ 
tal)”- 

5^ XurMa, p; 63 (Poen,; 33). 

ed. Kaul; p. 126^(stanza 673); 


I 
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upon wild vegetables,^ later on he gave them up and sustai¬ 
ned life on one cup of milk daily.® Finally, in his last years he 
is said to have reduced his diet to water alone.® 

ShaiM Nuru’d-Din died on 26 Ramadan,* 842/12 march, 
1439, at the age of sixty three.® He was buried with almost 
royal pomp at the village of Chrar*; among the thousands of 
mourners was Sultan Zainu’l-'Abidin’. The simplicity and the 
purity of ShaitA Nuru’d-Din’s life has greatly impressed the 
people of Kashmir, who entertain the highest veneration for 
the saint to this day.® It was*, perhaps, to give the expression 
to popular sentiment that the Af^^an governor, ‘Ata’ Muham¬ 
mad K/ian (early nineteenth century), struck coins in the name 
of Shai^/j Nuru’d-Din.® 


Teachings, 

ShaiA^^ Nuru’d-Din received no formal education and left 
nothing in writing to posterity. However, his sayings, which he, 
like Lalla, expressed in the contemporary Kashmiri dialect, 
embody his teachings. They were handed down to posterity by 
word of mouth, and were written down two hundred ^ ears after 
his death^® They long remained scattered in various works^ 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


R.N., f. I50b; A.Ab„ f. 63b; T.Az., p, 63; F.K,, f, 87a; R.Nm., 
T.H., III, p. 121. 




Ibid., f. 160b-l61a; Ibid., f. 63b; Ibid., p. 63; Ibid., f. 87a-b; Ibid., 
f 61a-b; Ibid., p. 121. 

152b-163a; A.Ab., f. 64a-b; RMm., f. 62a-b; T.H., HI, 

p. 122. 


4. R^Mm., f. 71a; T.K-, p. 99. 

6 . R.J^., f. 156b; T.Az,, p. 64; T.K., p. 99. Saiyid ‘Ali says he died in 
the reign of Sul/an ZainuM-* Abidin— T.Ks., f. 17b. According to Mish- 
kati the ShaiA:^ died at the age of 63, in 808/1405-1406 {A,Ab., f. 68b). 
Elsewhere {A,Ab,, f 52b), Mishkatl says that the ShaUVz was born in 
757/1356-67, this would mean that either the ShaiA/i died at the age of 
fifty one or he died in 82(^/1417-18 (1757 + 63). 

6 . The village of Ghrar is twenty miles to the south-west of Srinagar. 

7. R,Nm,y f. 71a; T.K., p. 99. 

8 . Gf. Lawrence, The Valley of Kashmir, p. 288. 

9. Vide, Sufi, Kashmir, I, p. 101 . 

10. Baba Naslb. the author of R,N.y which was completed in 1631-32, was 
the first to record some of the sayings of ShaiA^ Nuru’d-Din. • 

11. The sayings of the ShaiAA are found in works such as R,N»^ A,Ab.^ 
T.Az.y F,K., R,Nm,y T,H, III and T.fC. 

. ... 
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and have recently beed collected and edited in Persian scrint 
by Muhammad Amin Kamil, under the title of Nur-Navia.^ 

Since they were passed from generation to generation by 
word o mouth, there is every possibility of interpolation. A 
comparison of the sayings attributed to Lalla, which were first 
collected in the eighteenth century,- with the text of Nuru’d- 
Dln, as established in the Nur~NamU, suggests that it may be 
impossible finally to decide the authorship of many of the say¬ 
ings. The Nur-Nama ascribes to Nuru’d-Din some of the savin(T<! 
which Sir George Grierson attributes to Lalla. ^ ^ 


Grieison, whom Temple follows,® either did not bother 
to consult or had no access to Persian sources and accepted as 
authentic alia s sayings, which were narrated to him bv a 
Brahman named Dharma Dasa.^ But the following compari¬ 
son of some of the sayings of Lalla with those of Nuru’d-Din 
invites considerable doubt. 

Lalla: Kyah Kara pontsan dahan ta kahan 
wokh—shun yith ligi karith yim gaiy 
soriy samahon yath vazi lamahan 
ada Kyazi ravihe kahan gav.”® 

“What shall I do to the five, to the ten, to the eleven,® 


some 


1 , ‘Abdu l-Afiad Azad {Kashmiri Zabdn aur Skd'iri) has also quoted 
o t e sayings o the ShaiAA, but he does not cite any source. 

2 , Cf. Anan ^aul “L,fe Sketch of Laleshwari”, Indian Antiquary L 

November, 1921, p. 303 . * 

3 , Cf. pp g jjj 

‘Frierson says that his former assistant pandit 
r introduced him to Dharma Dasa of the village 

of us m t e modern district of Batamula), who had made it his 
pro ession o recite Lalla’s sayings which had been handed down by 
word of mouth in his taraWy-Lalla-Vakyani. p. 6 . 

(P°e“»> 9“). The English translation of 
® taken from Grierson’s edition. 

0 , Accor to Grierson the “five” stand for the five principles of ex- 

viui r"'" •“ 

“eleven” includes five organs of sense five 

organs ac ion and the eleventh the thinking faculty. Thus one who 

q2JI control and unite n • j i 

^ inem all in one endeavour, has a chance of 

" “'■'"'“S bu go.l-op. cl.., p, 108 . 
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who scraped out this pot and departed ? 

Had they all united and pulled upon this rope, 

Then how should the cow of the eleven owners have 
been lost ?” 

Nuru’d-Din : 

“Kyah kara pontsan dahan ta kahan 
su paneth kahan dithex drav. 

Yudwal soriy aki watx Pakhan, 

Ada Katx ravihe kahan gav.”^ 

“What shall I do to the five, to the ten, to the eleven. 

“He (who) disunited the eleven departed. 

Had they all united and taken the same path, 

Then how shall the cow of the eleven owners have been 
lost 

Lalla! 

“damiy dithiim nad wahawiirzuy 
d^rniy dyuthum sum na ta tar 
d^miy dithum thlirii pholawu^iiy 
d^miy dyuthum gul na t<i 
Nuru’d-Din : 

“D^miy dithum nads ulwiinny 
D^miy dyuthum sum na ta tar. 

D^miy dithum thiiru pholawu^uy . 

D^^miy dyuthum gul na ta A:^ar”^ 

The verses attributed to Nuru’d-Din are identical with 
that of Lalla, except in the first line, where NuruM-D.ln uses 
“sulwUnny” instead of "wahawunuy”, but the meaning of the 

terms is the same “flowing”. 

“For a moment saw I a river flowing 

For a moment saw 1 no bridge nor means of crossing 

For a moment saw I a bush all flowers 

Far a moment saw I neither rose nor thorn.” 

1 . Nur^Namd^ p, 156 (Poem, 217). 

2. Grierson, op. cit., p. 108 (Poem, 90). The transliteration is that of 
Grierson. We follow Grierson’s system of transliteration in order to 
avoid confusion. 

3. Nur-Ndmdi p. 160 (Poem, 224). 
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‘‘D^miy dithum guja dazwunny 
Dflmiy dithum dah nata nar 
D^miy dithum pandawun hunza mojx 
Dfliniy dithum kraji mas.”^ 
Nuru’d-Din: 

‘‘Dfliniy dithum dazwunny guji^ 
Dflmiy dithum dah nata sas 


Dcmiy dithum Pandav moji^ 

D^ 2 miy dithum kraji mas.”^ 

'‘For a moment saw I a cooking-hearth ablaze, 

For a moment saw I neither fire nor smoke. 

^ For a moment saw I the mother of the Pandavas, 

For a moment saw I an aunt of a Potter’s wife.” 

The second line in Nliru’d-Din^s verse reads: “For a moment 
I saw neither smoke nor ash.” 

The comparison of the above sayings leads us to two 
possible conclusions: either the followers of NQru’d-Din wrong¬ 
ly attributed to him some of Lalla’s sayings in order to prove 
him superior: or Pandit Dharun Dasa recited to Grierson some 
of Nuru’d-Din’s sayings believing or pretending that they were 

Lalla’s. 

Nevertheless we cannot but believe that there are some 
authentic personal compositions in the works attributed to 
thes two teachers. Many verses occur in one collection but 
not in the other, and however much one may doubt the 
details of some of the traditions about them, .these traditions 
are so numerous and widespread that they must refer to real 
persons whose thought and spiritual experience are reflected 
in the poems attributed to them. 


1 . Grierson, op. cit., p. 109 (Poem, 97). 

2 . In Lalla s saying it is quja diz o Inny (cooking-hearth a blaze), whereas 
in Nuru d-Din it is reverse dazwunny guji (a blaze cooking-hearth). 

2 , In NCiru d-Din’s verse huna (of) is missing. 

4 . p. Iqi 225). 


iS^ Sufism in Kashmir 

C . 

^ While Nuru’d-Din was influenced by Lalla, her influence 
did not make him a Hindu saint in the guise of a Muslim 
Rirhi. His sayings show that he believed in the fundamental 
principles of Islam—the unity of God, the day of Judgement, 
and reward and punishment. He differed from other Kashmiri 
Sufis in ignoring orthodoxy, while still emphasizing the tra¬ 
ditional Sufi path of devotion. To him not mere ritual obser¬ 
vances but love, sincerity, a humane outlook, and above all 
personal piety were the basis of religion. 

NOruM-Din’s sayings show that he'^elieved that God is 
both immanent and transcendent. He is everywhere, not con¬ 
fined to one place or another. According to him, all the bran¬ 
ches of knowledge are nothing but the commentary upon the 
proclamation of faith, “There is no God but Allah”. If one 
truly seeks for God, he says, everything but Allah becomes 
worthless. One who recognises himself, recognises God: “When 
I was able to recognise my own self, I was able to recognise 
God; both loss and gain became identical to me and the 
distinction between life and death disappeared.”^ 

He once told his mother: “God was and is and shall 
be for ever; He is independent of all other creatures; He lacks 
nothing .”2 Further he says ; 

‘‘There is one God, 

But‘with a hundred names. 

There is not a single blade of grass, 

Which does not worship Him.”® 

“First I became certain that there is no god but Allah, 

Then I made myself (acquainted) Divine revelations.. 

First I forgot myself and yearned after God, 

Then I reached lu^makun,**^ 

Nuru’d-Din strongly emphasizes the absolute dependence 
of mankind on God. One must trust in God, and recognise 

A.Ab., flf. 67b.68a. 

2 * R.K.y f. I40a. 

3. Nur-Ndmd, p. 39 (Poem, 6). 

Ibid., p. 164 (Poem, 123). 
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that no human endeavour can succeed without His help. The 
ShaiA:/t is said to have told his mother, when She asked how he 
proposed to support his family, “Bread is provided by God, 
and trades and professions are only one of the means getting it. 
A slave of God should think only of worshipping Him, caring 
nothing for food and drink.Again he says: 

'‘No one can take anything from him to whom God has 
given. 

Time and chance are^only a means to an end. 

For one, whom God will abandon, no one can provide. 
Neither intelligence nor high caste Shall help him.^’^ 

"He was, He is and^He shall be. 

So remember Him constantly [here; 

He will remove all (your) anxieties, 

So come to your senses at once.”^ 

Love and intense devotion to God form the basis of 
Nuru d-Din’s utterances. His devotion is complete and ex¬ 
clusive absorption in God and indifference to all except Him. 
He advocates the suppression of all other preoccupations and 
the abandonment of worldly cares. The lover, according to 
Nuru d-Din, is one who cares neither for spiritual nor fleshly 

pleasures, but only for the contemplation of the beloved (God)^ 
He says: 

"Love is the death of a mother’s only son. 

Love is the venomous sting of a swarm of wasps. 

Can the lover have any rest ? 

Love is a rope dripping with blood , 

Gan the wearer (lover) even utter a sigh ?”^ 

The lover is he who burns wish love. 

Whose self shines like gold. 

When man’s heart lights up with the flame of love. 

Then Shall he reach In-makan,^'^ 


1 

2 . 

3 . 


4 . 

5. 


6 . 


72..A/*., fif. I39 b-l40a 
Mr-mma, p. 33 (Poem, 4 ). 
Ibid., p. 93 (Poem, 100). 

A.Ab., f. 68b. 


Mr-NSma, p. 123 (Poem. 164). 

Ibid., p. 127 (Poem, 163). 
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A true saint is one who avoids publicity as poison.^ To 
ask for blessing from God wliile • worshipping, is a sign of 
greed.2 According to him ‘‘An ^alim is one who distinguishes 
between the spirit and the flesh; and an 'arif is one who is 
able to discriminate between the desires of the spirit and the 
desires of the flesh. 

ShaiM Nuru’d-Din believes that although God has besto¬ 
wed everything upon mankind, we are ungrateful and indiffe¬ 
rent to His worship. “He remembers us, He provides our 
livelihood. He preserves our health, but we are lukewarm in His 
worship.’?^ To worship is a duty imposed on all creatures. 
Once, when the shaiM was in his cave at the village of 
Kaimuh, his mother came and asked solicitiously how he was 
putting up with the insects and rats in the cave. The ShaiA;/z 
replied: “They too are worshipping.” He added: “whatever 
creature has been given life by the grace of God, exists only 
for the purpose of worshipping Him. Whatever has the power 
to speak has a duty to worship him.”^ 

In strong terms he warns men to worship God from .the 
moment they attain the age of reason. He used to ask if one 

does not turn towards God in the vigour of youth, how can 
one do so in old age?° 




Understand that sunt (lit. spring, i. 
time (to worship), 

It is better to be ready right from the beginning. 

Do not lag behind, youth is an allusion, 
what shall a man do if he misses liis chance early. 

Nuru d-Din regarded a man’s base nature {nafs) as h 
great enemy. The first duty of worship is to control one 
esires. The belly is the stronghold of the nafs and to 


1* A.Ab.^ f. 68a. 

2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid., f. 68b. 

4 . KK., f. I40a. 

6. Ibid., f. U8a, 

6. Ibid. 

7. Mr-Ndma, p. 137 (Poem, 181). 
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the nafs'\ he says, “is a most meritorious holy war (jihad) 
Again he says: “If one subdues his nafs, one is a great soul, 
and his cfibrts are pure worship. 

The ShaiM strongly believed that man’s nafs is the grea¬ 
test obstacle in one’s way to God. Repeatedly and with great 
vigour the ShaiA'A lays stress on the duty of crushing and over¬ 
powering it at all costs. It is said that once he was at the 
village of Pattan, where he saw some people cooking fish. His 
mouth began to water at the smell. He went near the stove but 
instead of taking a piece of fish, he put a burning piece of 
wood in his mouth and remarked: “O my nafs the fish for you 
is lhis.”3 This tale shows the high value the ShaiAA placed upon 
the subjugation of the baser instincts. He himself gave up 
first bread, then vegetables and then milk. Later on, he tried to 
keep alive on water.-* His whole thought, and that of his 
followers, is based on the control of the nafs. He says- 
“The nafs has disturbed me greatly, 

The nafs has ruined me entirely. 

It is the nafs which makes us destroy others 
The nafs is the slave of the devil.”® 

“To serve the nafs is to thrust ashes 
into one’s own eyes. 

How then can one expect to see ?”® 

“The nafs is just like a rebellious calf 
which should be tied up. 

It should be threatened with the stick 
of fasting.”’ 

“Desire is like the|knotted wood of the forest 
It cannot be made into planks, beams or cradles. 

1. 68a-b. 

2. Ibid., f. 68b. , 

3. f. 151a. 

4. See supra, p. 197. 

6. Nur-Ndmdy p. 112 (Poem, 136). 

6. 'Abdu’l-Ahad Azad, KashmirJ-Zaban aur Shd'iri, p. 216 

7. Ibid., p. 138 (Poem, 183). 
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He who cut and filed it 
will burn it into ashes. 

The Shai/cA condemned anger pride and greed, the sou¬ 
rce of which was selfish desires: “The proud should be sent to 
hell where they will become soft; like iron in the fire’"*^ Again 
he is said to have remarked: ‘‘One cannot attain the Truth, if 
one does not give up anger, pride and greed. 

‘‘Those who kill tamogunas^ 

They will bear (everything) with resignation. 

Those who seek after ease, ease (God), 

They consider everything (in this world) as ashes 
(worthless).® 

He is very critical of the MullUs who make it their pro¬ 
fession to recite the Qur’an and get money in return. He consi¬ 
ders them' veritable patterns of hypocrisy. They pursue know¬ 
ledge for purely selfish reasons: “They wear big turbans and 
garments; they carry sticks in their hands; they go from 
f P^ace and sell their prayers and fasts in return for 

00 . ^ The sayings of ShaiA;A Nuru’d-Din provide much in- 

ormation about the social life and religious attitudes of the 
tnullas of his time; 

A spiritual guide"^ seems like a pot full of nectar, 

Which may be trickling down in drops. 

Having a heap of books beside him, 

He may have become confused by reading them. 

1. Cited by Anand Kaul, op. cit., 1929. p. 198. 

2. 67b. 

3. Ibid,, f. 68b. 

cause of heaviness, ignorance, illusion, lust, anger, pride, sorrow 
ullness and stolidity’*, Monier Williams, A Sanskrit-English Dictionary, 
of note. ShaiM s use of this Hindu philosophical term is worthy 

6. Cited by Anand Kaul, op. cit, 1929, p. 196. 

6. R,N., f. I73a-b. 

verse is^or, which in Kashmiri is usually applied to a 
an, but which also means a spiritual guide. It is derived from 
the well-known Sanskrit word guru. 
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On examining him we found him empty in mind, 

He may be preaching to others but forgetting himself.’^^ 
^‘The people of the kalx^yugc?^ in every house 
will pretend to be saints, 

As a prostitute does when dancing.^ 

They will pretend to be innocent and extremely gentle, 
They will not sow beans, cotton seeds or grain.* 

They will excel thieves in living by unlawful means, 

To hide themselves they will repair to a forest.”^ 

‘"O mullu your rosary is like a snake. 

You begin to count the beads when 
your disciples come near. 

You eat six meals one after the other, 

If you are a muUa then who are the thieves 
Nuru’d-Din yearned for a society, based on moral val¬ 
ues. He is conscious of the defects of the society in which he 
lived.There are many anecdotes associated with the life and 
doings of Nuru’d-Din, which not only reveal his disapproval of 
the established social customs, but also provide an ample evi¬ 
dence about the medieval society of Kashmir. 

To expose hollowness of the cherished values of the 
society, the ShaiA:/i is said to have had recourse to a device 
attributed to many saints. He went to attend a feast, to 
which he had been invited, in rags. Because of his wretched 
appearance he could not get admittance into the assembly 
of the guests. He returned to his place and came back richly, 
dressed. When the feast was served, he put his sleeves 
and the corners of his costly garment into the dishes. The 
guests were astonished at ^his strange behaviour and asked 

1. Nur~Ndmdy p. 116 (Poem, 143). 

2. “The last and worst of the four yugas or ages,...the age of 
vice’*—Monier Williams, op. cit., p. 261, Another example of the 
ShaiAA’s free use of Hindu terminology. 

3. While dancing the prostitute sings the songs of morality. 

4. The verse can be translated also as “They will not earn their bread by 
honest labour.*’ 

6. Ntir-Ndmdy p. 123 (Poem, 166). 

6. Ibid., p. 124 (Poem, 168). 

7. See supra, p. 196. 
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him the reason. He replied with a smile: '‘The feast was not 
really for Nuru’d-Din but for the long sleeves.”^ 

NuruM-Din believed’ in complete harmony among diffe¬ 
rent religions and preached place and understanding in them. 
He must have been conscious of the hatred and tension which 
were created during the reign of Sultan Sikandar, and was 
keen to restore harmony between Muslims and non-Muslims. 
According to Jonaraja, Suha Bhatta,^ who aftar his conversion 
to Islam became the champion of that religion and persecuted 
the non-MusHms, put restrictions on Nuru’d-Dln.^ It is most 
1 ely that Nuru’d-Din disapproved of the actions of Suha 
atta, and raised his voice against it. His own sayings, in 
uc he calls on people to follow the path of peace and har¬ 
mony, show his strong desire for understanding, love and affec¬ 
tion among all sections of the Kashmiris. 

We belong to the same parents. 

Then why this difference ? 

Let Hindus and Muslims (together) 
worship God alone.’’^ 

We came to this world like partners. 

We should have shared our joys 
and sorrows together.”® 

s message was not confined to one race or 
to fU- addressed to mankind as a whole. He belonged 
® He expressed his thought in the simple langu- 

famJr ideas with similes and examples 

imme? f ““ experience. His verses therefore had an 

inffs and '^"^ettered masses. Allusions to his say^ 

mir are Muslims and non-Muslims of Kash- 

nroverhial ^ even today and have' become almost 

sion of th *’d ^ sayings of Nuru^d-Dln are theexpres- 

and hk ^v- T “T•’f >■'' lime. In this'way he 

and h,s sayings have the great importance. 

1. Cf. Sufi, Kashmir, I, p. ioi_ 

2. See supra, p. 131; infra, p. 280 

3. Rjjalarangini, ed. by Kaul, p. 673 

4. p, 42 (Poem, 12 ), 

6 , Ibid., p. 91 (Poem, 96). See also ibid., p. 166 (Poem. 217), 


CHAPTER Vli 

THE RISHI ORDER—B 


Disciples of NunCd-Din 

Shai/cA Nuru’d-Dln attracted a large number of people to 
his fold.i Among his prominent disciples were Bamu’d-Din, 
Zainu’d-Din, Lailfu’d-Din Nasru’d-and Q.iyamu’d-Din. There 
is no^ evidence that Nuru’d-Dln gave a YLhilafat-namd to any of 
his disciples or that he nominated any of them as his successor. 
But Saiyid ‘All, the author of Tarikh-i-Kashmir-, calls the first 
four above mentioned disciples his Y^halifaSy and the later 
writers^ have followed the Saiyid. 

Of these four }L\\alifas, the first three are alleged to have 
been born as Hindus, and to have been converted to Islam by 
Nuru’d-Din. The sources, however, are not unanimous about 
the circumstances of their conversion; the details they relate 
are drawn from the stock of standard Sufi stories, and there 
is no external evidence to support their statements. Therefore, 
one must view them with considerable caution. • 

It is said that Bainu’d-Din was a famous Brahman, res¬ 
pected by many K-ashniiri Hindus, residing at Bamuzu,^ where 
he used to worship numerous idols. He is credited with having 
possessed remarkable miraculous powers, even as a Hindu. 
For example, he is reported to have bathed daily at dawn, 
simultaneously at five different places in Kashmir:^ Ghandanyar 


1. F.K,, f. 92a. 

2. F. 32b. 

3. F.K., f. 0>a.b; T.H., [[[, pp. 12 T.K ff. lOOff. 

4. Tea miles to the south-east of the modern district of Anantnag. 

6. r.AT., ff. 32a-b, 37a-b; R.N., f. 254b; A,Ab„ f. 70a; F,K,y f. 92b; 
III, p. 126; T./T., p. 100. 
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(in the town of Vijabror), Shoryar and A/aijyar^ (in Srinagar), 
Vular (40 miles north-west of Srinagar) and AZ/adanyar (in the 
town of Baramula).“ 

It is said that when Nuru’d-Din heard about his reputa¬ 
tion, he decided to visit him and convert him to Islam. When 
Nuru’d-Din went to see Bhuma Sidh (the Hindu name of 
Bamu’d-Din), he put the bloody skin of a newly slaughtered 
cow on his shoulders. Bhuma Sidh saw the Shai/r//,^ and was 
naturally annoyed. He asked the Shai/:/i to go away, and not 
to pollute the idols. Nuru’d-Din stayed; the Brahman asked 
him what he wanted. Nuru’d-Din replied : “I want you to 
become a Muslim,” and added that it was folly to worship 
idols carved out of stone by a mere man. To worship what one 
has created himself is a sign of ignorance. After a long discuss¬ 
ion, the Brahman asked the ShaiZj/z to prove the truth of Islam. 
The ShaiA:/i addressed the idols, which at once gave tongue and 
Bhuma Sidh accepted Islam,^ and was later named BamuM- 

Dln, by the ShaiM.^ 

Saiyid ‘All and A‘^ami, however, give another version 
of Bamu’d-Din’s conversion. According to them Bhuma Sidh 
showed Nuru’d-Din his spiritual powers by n\ ing up towards 
the sky. Niiru’d-Din sent his shoes after him, Bhuma Sidh on 
seeing this was highly impressed by the Shai/c/i and accepted 
Islam.® 


1. Hasan and Miskin say “Gha^aryar” (T.//., Ill, p. 126; T./G, p. 
100). But near AAujyar is the famous ancient Hindu temple of Har-i^ 
Parbat, 


2. R.N., f. 25tb; A.Ab., f. 70a; F.K., f. 92b; T.H., III, 

p. 100. 


JL •AW 


3. According to Nasib, Bhuma Sidh had come to kno w supernaturally 
about the Shai^/z’s arrival and was telling his servants not to allow him 
to enter when the Shai^'/i came in. R.N., f- 254b. 

4. ff. 25tb-255a; A.Ab,,L 70a-b; 92b-93a; T.f/., HI, p. 

127; T.K., p. 101. According to Nasib, Bhiima'Sidh before accepting 
Islam, asked the Shai^A whether, if he changed his religion, his past 
sins would be forgiven. The Shai^A told him that he himself was the 
surety for him in heaven. R.N.^ f. 262a. 

6. Ibid., T,H.y III, p. 127; T,K., p. 101. 

6. T.Ks^i f. 32a-b; TAz,^ pp. 64-5. 
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■th^' ? % Zainu’d-Dini hailed from Kishtwar, and 

at his father, who was a descendent of the rulers of that 

country, was killed by his enemies. Zainu’d-Din was quite 

‘^ 11 ,“ Naslb,5 Mishkati,® Wahhab’ 
Mattu, Hasan® and Miskin,!® when ouite vnuncr 7 • »j t^- ’ 

once fell seriously ill no medicine couW cL“^m His 

mother became anxious; meanwhile Nuru’d Din 

.old her ,ha. he would pray for .^'^"ofrrtonlf ^ 

aTp'rlsr.'^-and 

mlr bKa^^rn-'-’ “““ dame ,o Kash- 

I because of a Divine command and accepted Islam there 

at the hands of Nuru’d-Dlnd^ 

Lab-fu’d.Dlni2 is said to have been chieP® of Maru- 

1. According to some sources his original Hindu name was Ziva Sin^h 

(probably J,ya Sio.hh A.AK ,Sb, T.A,.. p. 6.; P.,r.. , VT. 
b 

2. A.Ab.. f. 73b; f. 49. 

3. T'.JTf., f. 34b; if.X, f. 283b; a4.r4i., f. 73b: FK f oaK d xr 

T.H., III, p. 128; T.K., p. lo2. •’ 

4* TtKst, ff, 34b-35a, 

• 6. R.N., f. 284a. 

6. A.Ab., f. 73b, 

• 7. ff. 94b-96a. 

8. R.Nm,, f. 49b. 

9. T,H,, III, pp. 128-9. 

10. T,H,y p, 102. 
n. T,Az,i P. 04. 

12. The source are not unanimous about his original Hindu name. Accor- 
dmg to Sa^id All and A'^aml. his Hindu name was »LadI-Raina” 

[ .Ks f. 39a; T.Az., p. 6i). Mishkati and Wahhab say “Idi-Raina’* 

“Awat-Raina” 

(T.H., III, p. 132; T.fC., p. 104). 

’Sa; A-.5., f. 83b; F.JT,, f. 98b; 

of the chie/o/vf ’ A’^ainl, he was the son 

o, tie chief of Maru-Adavin- T.Az.f p. 65 , 




Sufism in Kashmir 


162 

< I . . 

Adavin^ and to have called.one day on. ShaiAA Nurud-Din, 
who asked the purpose of the visit; he replied that he . wanted 
his friendship. Nuru’d-Din answered that there could be no 
friendship between them unless he accepted Islam. L.a^lfud- 
Dln yielded and at the same time gave up his post and becarne 
the disciple of the ShaiM.^ 

The story of * N uru’d-Din approaching Bhuma 
(Bamu’d-Din) dressed in a bloody cow-skin is quite 
incompatible with the character of the Shaikh, The tale related 
by Saiyid ‘Ali and A'^^aml of the two men competing in levi¬ 
tation is a stock tale of the Yogi-SdgI confrontations described 
in almost every hagiological work.^ 

The tradition that NQru’d-Din made conversion to Islam 
a condition of his helping Zainu’d-Din, when he was sick, is 
also irreconciable with Nuru’d-Din’s humaintarian bent of 
mind. Mulla Ahmad bin Sabur says that Zainu d-Din was 
searching for a Pir, when he met Nuru’d-Din and became his 
disciplel^ His version accords better with’ Nuru’d-Dinis known 
character. 

Once again Mulla seems to show rnore respect for the 
facts in the reason he offers for La/lfu’d-Din’s conversion. 
According to him, Laiifu’d-Din was overpowered by mystical 
attraction towards God, and so he abandoned his post and be¬ 
came Nuru’d-Din’s disciple.^ ^ * 

The stories which credit Nuru’d-Din with having conver¬ 
ted Bamu’d-Din, Zainu’d-Din and La/ifu’d-Din to Islam are 
all concocted and seem to have been designed to prove Nuru’ 
d-Din’s zeal and missionary spirit. They show that he w^s 
not only an orthodox Sufi but also a narrow minded Muslim. 
But in his recorded remarks there is no mention of this zeal. 


1. In the modern district of Anantnag. 

2. R.N., f. 294a; A,Ab., f. 78a; F.K., f. 98b; T III, 

p. 104. 


pp. 132-3; T K., 


3. Gf. supra, p. 47. 


4. K.S,, f. 42a. 
5 ^ K,S.J.ZQb, 
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He is said to have remarked once: “I am prejudiced against 
nobody and 1 seek to influence nobody».i Had he been ortho¬ 
dox and narrow minded he would not have recognized LSlla 
as an avatar superior to himself.^ In his sayihgs, he strong- 
ly advises people to live in peace and asks both Hindus and 
Muslims to live as brothers.'’ Again, had he been a missionary, 
he would have joined hands with Suha, Bhatta, who jiut some 
restrictions on him,^ to convert the Hindus to Islam. 

It IS more likely that the simplicity love of mankind and 
sympathy with human sufiering of Nuru’d-Din appealed to 
the people of other communities and many became his disci¬ 
ples and later on accepted Islam, 

Bamu'd-Dm 

After enrolling himself as one of the disciples of NQru’d- 
Dln, Bamu d-Din is said to have lived for twelve years,® eat¬ 
ing crushed stones and water as his food.® This is obviously an 
exaggeration, but speaks at least of his reputation for piety. 

He IS said to have kept no servant and never troubled himself 
about keeping a proper kitchen.’ 

It appears that Bamu’d-Din, like his mentor, sought 
solitude. When ‘Ali Shah® (1413-20), wanted to see him, he 
said that if the visit was really necessary, he should not come 
in his royal robes. The Sullan attended Bamu’d-Din in the 


1, A,Ab., f. 69a. 

2. See supra, p. 198. 


3. See supra, p. 212. 

4. Sec supra, p. 211. 


5. 32b; ff. 71b-72a; p. 6.3; F.A*, f. 93b:' T.H. Ill 

p. 128; ‘7‘.^., p. 102. 

‘Twelve years” seems to be an idiom for “a fair while”. 

T.H., III, 

P- - . .A., p. 102 . According to A’^ami, he used to take nothing 

but water; T.Az.. p. 65 . 


7. A.Ab., f. 72a; T.Az , p. 65; III, p. 128; T.K., p. 102. 

8. f. 93b; T-.fT., Ill, p. 128 . Other sources do riot give the haihe 6f 

theSul/^n. ■ . v yt 
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of a king, but you have Lt t^Z' dress 

your kingdom. You refuse ^ "^'"d from the cares of 

lieedlessness from your ears- so cotton wool of 

•^nd advice be to you ? The natuT^o^'t 

counsel and advice ofsaints like a- fire and the 

-r- Again thesuhan^d -fh ’ - the; 

• d-Din replied: “Do not com ^ anything for him 

zazr ^ 

was-“0 ff’.^'^^^'ty you show for ordin ^ol/an retorted: 
Sul/’- ?"r ^ ’^^oause I am enemv oF ^ f7 reply 

had b threw L LT' ' ’^^on the 

een sitting, in the river.i ’ 'vhich the Suhan 

When Bamu’d-Din 

told Mm Ii“ '’' ■‘opSd :’''!;'“'"<5 flto 

to wtTn'T^r Za ntPa'S;' «'> 

'‘i«ance-„ar„l T BamaM “ 

attonded his runera7< ''' ZainuS” "'f 

Pain’s death toot i tradition would • , ” "Uraculously 

Tibot, if P'aoo aftot 1420, a, 7 ™?'^ "»• BStn-'t*' 

(1420-70). ' occurred in the reie-n visit to 

R. ' ,, t h of Zainu’I-'Abidin** 

Bamu d-Din is buried nt n 

to have rnaintained hlc • i ®amuzu, wher^ u 

Hindu, and later lived an^ ' P^^ormed h'^^ supposed 

Zaim^d-Din a Muslim R^sh?’^' ^ 

The most distinguished of all .v 

‘Ar” f- 72b -^ disciples of Shai/tA 

Ah, who also rccorri 93b* T tr 

aeb), does not refer to the d- ^"''^"’3 viaij to o:’ P- 138. Saiyid 
. .a«» .re ..eribed to o tt-'r-"”” '=»'"» the T"''*''’'” < ’• *■'•. f' 

?• «. IT. 282b.283., ,1.41 r e ' ^““’t >"“■ 

^* See infra, p. 223 * * 

f.. 283a; r.dz., p. 65- p jr , 
p. 102. ^ ^-^-^r-OSb* 

’ III 

128 ; 
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Nuru d.Dl„ wa, ZamuUDm. His pieiy and anslerities earned 
a great name for him. ?>hz\kh Nuru’d-Dm held him in great 
esteem land in one of his sayings he pays glowin- tributfs to 
h.n. : "My Zaina (Zainu'd-Din) is a fountain of the water of 

fS'^id'e <■'« he excels 

After serving his preceptor for many years Zaim.M n.n 

und th orders of the Sha., moved L^^Aislh^^intanS 

himSf^r It 1 other Rishls, he applied 

himself to a life of simplicity and celibacy and adopted the 

forms of worship which the Rishis considered most effective 

It IS said that once he asked one of his disciples to bring 

froni the market something bitter and disagreeable. The disci- 

ZainuTn- nothing more bitter. 

Zainu d-Din was much pleased at its taste. He asked the 

price; the disciple replied “one fulSs” (small coin oF , 
value). He asked how much goat-meat he could have bought 

1. Cf. RJV., f. 28Da; F.K'., f, 95a; T.ff-, III, p. 129; T.R" n lofi 

2. Mr-JVamS, p. 55 (poem 37). ' ’’^"3. 

3. R.JV., f. 23‘ib; zl.Al)., f. 74a; T.^z., p. 64; F.K. f gsa- TH tit 

129; T.K., p. 102. ‘Aish-Maqam or abode of pleasure i’s ’ •. 

fromAnantnag Saiyid >Alf, however, says that Zai^u’d-Dirm^Jd 

iv::::' ortit' 

snake obeyed. Zainu’d-Dln lold it tbai for .he sale r/coTh 

k?th 7'^' h went away. But Zainu>d-Dln, fearing 

irl an r T".. T*”' extracted a promis? 

from all the snakes that they would harm nobody and in return he 

promised that nobody would harm them; i? Af ff 288 b- 289 h 

Via-b; Kr.. ff. 9lb-95a; Tf.., in/p. Zs^' 

Valley throlgSm‘nindu ” 01 ! '(cf! ^ rtf Tp^L'T"'d "-rd 
arrniinf xr i r ' •■‘A., 1, p. igg, Fof a detailed 

account, see Vogel,/ndiaa c •, ou j r. 

“Hisinrw exf D 1 - • . F»'‘r-ore, (.uh, VI; Sunil Chandra Ray. 

Sotilly, (bwh 195s'pp'l68*7of T 

Drev.l.n. . . , 'y®®, pp. 168-70). It Men,, 0 ,at the cult teas 

Lc “ nT„"„tTSle' ""1" “• '<“• 

imaje ofJlke. Sic?,? 'w “"‘y "7™ catved 

the inhabitants worshipped; A.A., II, p. 171, 


166 „ , ' ' 

Sufism in Kashmir, 

« 

With that amount; the disciple replied : “eight sers".-^ ZainuM- 
Dln surprisingly reinarked : “To make a meal of pepper means 

thoufflir^f ^ ®’ght men^’. Therefore, he abandoned all 
from the°groS? to eat only raw nuts picked up 

winter on J attributed to Zainu’d-Din. Once, in 

Ipng- wav as th went to bring water; he had to go a 

slipped, break^g^rw aS 

Dm, one of th#-rii- • i ® smashing the pot. Shamsud- 
about this and asked^who ^ Zainu’d-Din, told his preceptor® 

prayed and the leg of his dTs? 

from on, high to ^o^l J g°‘ ^ 

a tree on which a ^ ^ nearby, and dig beneath 

water sprang up from the""^^"."^ 

The legend came to Abu’f following him until he halted.-* 

village of ’Aish (Maoami 

Rishi. It is in the s’d^ r Baba Zainu’d-Din 

the hill held no wat ^ h ^ ancient times 

spring began to floV» 6 he took up his abode there, a 

» 

Another lepenH ho • 

his disciples to a certai ^ f ^ainu’d-Dln once sent one of 
workihg on Shahku/'n^ king’s olBcials, who were 

When he returned and seized him for forced labour, 

ed, in his anger he caus^H^'^ ^'Dln learned what had happen- 

t e canal to dry up. It was only 

1. One^^rwas equivalent to Is • 

English Dictionary, or gold coin, (cf. Steingas,, 

It 1, equivalent to 2 lbs. 1*72). In modern Kashmiri 

2. R.J^., f. 288a-b‘; A.Ab. f vr 

P-103. See also f. 05b; T.H., m, p. igg. t.K., 

3. But Wahhab say, that it 

Af , f. 95a. Shamsu’d-Dln whose leg was broken; 

4. R.N., f. 288a; A.A6., ff 

O. A.A., II, p. 172. p* 104. 

«. T>>“ raoiU w» eona,„c„j 1 
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when the people demonstrated with Zainu’d-Din, that he resto¬ 
red the flow of water.^ 


It is believed that Zainu’d-Din visited Tibet.^ The sour¬ 
ces assert that the cause of his visit to that country was the 
displeasure of Sul/an Zainu’l-’Abidin (1420-70), who once went 
to see ZainuM-Din, but was treated with scant attention. The 
Sul/an was displeased, and asked him to leave his kingdom. 
Zainu’d-Din gladly agreed and betook himself and some of his 
disciples to Tibet, where he was accorded a warm welcome. 
But soon the son of the ruler of that country died^ and the 
people blamed Zainu’d-Din. He was threatened with udeath; 
he tried’ to convince them that it was God’s will, not his, but 
air in vain. So he prayed to God, and the prince returned to 
life .5 


‘ Meanwhile,' Sul/an Zainu’l-'AbidIn is said to have got a 
boir on his foot and physicians failed to cure him. He asked 
help from Haji Adham,® who told him that he was suffering 
becatls'e of the displeasure of Zainu’d-Dln.*^ So he sent his son, 


1. ff. 289b-290a; F.iT., f. 95b; R.Nm., f 86 a-b; T.H., III, pp. 

130-1. 


* * 1 • 

2. In medieval times the modern district of Lada^A was also called Tibet 
(little Tibet); cf. R.Tk.y II, p. 435. 

3. T,Ks.y flf. 19b, 36b-36a; jR.jV., f. 291a-b; A ',Ab., f. 76a-b; F,K.y f. 96b; 
R.Nm.y f. 107a-b; T,H„ III, p. 131. 

4. T'./Tj., f. 136a; A,Ab., f. 76b; F./T., f. 96a; T.H.y III, p. I 31 . Nasib 
says that the son of a newly converted Muslim died and people told 
him that it was because of his conversation to Islam, for which 
Zainu’d-DTn was responsible (F.jV*., ff. 291b-292a). Mattu asserts that 
the son of one of the attendants of the queen died and Zainu’d -Dln 
was accused for this; R.Nm,, f. 108b. 


5. 

6 . 


7 . 


T.Ks,y f. 36a; R.N,, f. 292a; AAb., f. 76b; F.A*., f. 96a; RMm.y f. 109a; 


r.//. Ill, p. 131. 

See for his biography, supra, p. 125. 

T,Ks,y ff. 19b, 36b; R.Nm», 109a. 

According to Wahhab, the SuUan approached Lanfu*d-Dm Rishi, 
one of the disciples of Nuru’d-Din {F,K., f. 96a), whereas 


Nasib, Mishkati and Hasan suggest that the Sul/an himself realized 
that it was because of the displeasure of Zainu’d-D In; FJV., f. 292a; 
A,Ab,y ff. 77a.b; TH., Ill, p. 131. 
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prince Haidar,^ to bring him back. The moment Zainu’d-Din 

put his foot on the road homewards the Suhan recovered 

and when the saint drew near, he personally went to receive 

him.2 


The story bears the marks of fabrication and seem to 
have been concocted in order to glorify the miraculous powers 
o£Zainu’d-Din Rishi. The same sources attribute to Zainu’l- 
‘Abidin another example of royal rage being frustrated, when 
he approached ShaiA:A Bahau’d-Din GanjbaA:/fsh, a Kubravlya 
saint.^ But he was not exiled. Moroever, Nuru’d-Din was still 
alive,£ enjoying very cordial relations with the Suhan.^ In 
such circumstances his intercession would surely have been 
sought, rather than that of Haji Adham, as Zainu’d-Din was 
Nuru’d-Din’s disciple. 

According to Baba Nasib,® Zainu’d-Din introduced a 
special dress for the Rishis, the Rishi-juma. He believes that 
Zainu d-Din had seen the dress of the hajis in Mecca, where, 
because of his supernatural powers, he used to attend the 
Friday prayers. In Wahhab’s Fuluhat’-i-Kubravlya^ the dress is 
incidentally described in the life of Shamsu’d-Din, one of the 
disciples, of Zainud’-Din, as : ‘‘a variegated woollen cloak, with 
a black and white pattern worked into it.”^ 

Before his death, Zainu’d-Din made a will requiring that 
after the funeral ritual his body he put in a tabut and placed 
in a corner of the cave. The disciples did as he asked. But 
later they found the corpse missing from the tnbut. One night, 

disciples dream¬ 
ed that he desired a grave to be made in his name at the spot 


RMm.J. 109a; 9 . 

Others do not mention the name of the prince. 

2. T.Ks., f. 20b; RM., f. 292a; A.Ab., f. 77b; T./f., Ill, pp. 131-2. 

3. See supra, p. 152, n. 3. 

4. Gf. K,S,y f. 50a. 


131 , 


6 . Cf. supra, p. 197. 

6 . R.N,, f. 292b. 

7, F,K.y f. 96b. 
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where they had kept his tabul.^ 

Abu 1-Fazl also seems to have been impressed by the 
story. He writes ; “For twelve years he occupied this cell (at 
’Aish-Maqam) and towards the end (of his life) he closed its 
mouth with a huge stone and never went forth 'again, and no 
one has ever found trace of 

tomb of Zainu d-Dln, at ’Aish-Maqam is a source of 
inspiration for the masses of Kashmir. “This shrine”, a modern 
scholar writes, “is much respected by the boatmen of Kashmir, 
who take their children [there] and cut off their 6rst lock of 

hair. If this was done elsewhere the child would die or 
become blind.”® 


Lat'ifii''d-Djn 

• * * 

Another disciple of Shai^Vi Nuru’d-Din, who made the 
order popular, was Latifu’d-Dm Rishi. It is said that after he 
enrolled himself as one of the disciples of the Shaikh, the latter 
asked him what he had achieved up to that time. La<ifu’d-Dln 
replied “wealth”. The ShaiM asked : “Did your father also 
achieve it ?” He replied : “Yes, he did”. The ShaiM then 
asked : “To whom did he leave it ?” LatifuM-Din replied : “To 
me . “Why did not he take it with him ?” asked the Shaikh. 
He replied : “It was not worth taking”. The Shaikh remarked! 
•‘He was npt wise; he accumulated some thing he could not 
take with him. The wise man strives for something worth 
taking [when he dies]”.^ 

As already pointed out, La/lfu’d-Din was a rich man, thus 
ShaiM Nuru’d-Din wanted to impress upon him that worldly 
goods were of no use for one on the path to God. Latlfu’d- 
Din, after serving the ShaiM for some time, was asked to settle 


1 . 


A.A6., f. 78a-b; T.Az., p. 64; F.JC., f. 96a; T.H., Ill, p. 
P. 104. 


133; T.JC., 


2. A.A., II, pp. 172-3. 

3. Lawrence, The Vall^ of Kashmir, p. 288. 

4. A.Ab.,f.^Sb. 





170 


Sufism in KashmV 


down at Uttar and was entrusted with two newly enrolled 
Rishls, Pirbaz and Sharif Ashwar.^ 


La^ifu’d-Dxn, like many other Rishis, at first used to eat 
upalhnkh (a wild vegetable), but when he migrated to Uttar, he 
lived on another wild vegetable known as Kanchan^ even more 
bitter than upalhakh. The reason for this change is given that 
once he found upalhakh tough, and he enquired from Sharif why 
it was so. Sharif replied that he brought green herbs, while 
Pirbaz used to bring dry ones. La^lfu’d-Dln then asked Pirbaz 
why he used to bring dry herbs. He replied for two reasons : 
firstly that when one cuts the green herbs they start bleeding, 
secondly that when they are boiled, they cry ^^why do you kill 
and burn us ?” La^ifuM-Din was moved by the arguments of 
his disciple and he gave up eating all kinds of green herbs as 

he believed that he was destroying another life to keep himself 
alive.3 


Towards the end of his life, La/lfu’d-Din moved from 
Uttar to Poskar,^ because at Uttar people in large numbers 
used to come to him and ask for his blessings.® It was at Poskar 
that he breathed his last and was buried.® 


1. T/fj., f.39b;/2.jV.,f. 294b;^.^6.,f. 78b;F.X’.,f.98b; T.i/., Ill, p. 
133; T.K,, p. 104. 

2. flf,294b-295a; A,Ab„^. 79a; F.iT., ff. 98b. 99a; T.//., Ill, p.. 

133, Kanhan is used for medical dressing and draws out the pus from 
pimples and boils. 

3. R.N., ff. 324b-325a; A.Ab., ff. 92b-93a; F.K., f. 99a; T.H., HI. p. 

164. Mulla does not quote the anecdot regarding La/ifu’d-Din's 

change of diet, but says simply that he gave up eating green herbs; 
K.S,, f. 39a. 

4. T.Ks., f. 39b; R.N., f. 293a; A.Ab., f. 79a; K.S., f. 39a; F.K., f. 99a; 
T.H., III, p. 133. 

6. ff. 39b-40a. 

6. Ibid., f. 46a; f. 295a; A.Ab.,i. 79a; K'.S'., f. 39a; F.AT., f.‘99a; 

T.H., III, p. 133. 
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Nasm’d-Dln 

One of the favourite disciples and constant companions of 
ShaiA:A Nuru’d-Dln was Nasru’d-Din, commonly known in 
Kashmir as Nasr Rishl. He was the son of a we althy family,^ 
living at Sazlpur in the pargana of Yech.^ Once, when young, 
he fell ill and his digestion failed entirely. His parents spent 
lavishly, but all in vain. On his sick-bed, he Creamed that he 
saw a group ot people and enquired who they all were, and 
who was sitting in their midst. They replied that they were the 
body of abdals and seated in the middle was the celebrated 
ShaiAA Nuru’d-Din of Kaimuh, and they suggested that he visit 
him as soon as he could, if he wished to be cured of his disease. 
He told his parents what he had seen in tlie dream. They 
forthwith set off to wait upon the Shai/c/i, taking their son with 
them.® Nuru’d-Din asked him what was wrong and what was 
his name. He described his disease and said : “My name is 
Nasr and my title is Raothar (“wrestler” in Kashmiri).” 
Nuru’d-Din told him : “Are you able to live up to your title ?” 
Na§ruM-Din replied : “If I had your favour, I could.” Then 
Nuru’d-Din told one of his disciples to bring food for Nasru’d- 
Dln and asked the latter to eat as much as he could.'* As soon 
as he had finished the food he found a spiritufal change in 
himself and bade farewell to his parents, saying: ‘T have found 
my physician”. They were shocked and said : “Our life will 
be miserable without you”. Na^ru’d-Dln replied ; “To make 
it sweet, be with God.”® Thus he bade farewell to the world 
andiremained with Nuru’d-Din until his death.® 


1. T.Ks., f. 40a; R.N., f. 296a; A.Ab., f. 79b; T.Az., p. 65; F.K., f. 100b; 

THty HI; p. 134; T,K.y p. 105. 

• « 

2. T.Ks., f. 40a. The pargana Yech adjoins Srinagar on the south-west. 

3. T.Ks.. f. 40a; R.N., f. 296a-b; A.Ab., t. 79b; T.Az., p. 66; F.K., f. 
100b; T.H., III, p. 134; T.K., pp. lOj-6. 

4. Ibid. 

6. A.Ab., f. 80a; F.K., f. 100b. 

6. R.N., f. 226b; ff. 79b.80a; , T.Az., p. 66; F.K., f. 100b; T.H., 

««, p. 134; r.r., p. 106. ■ 

Mulla-however, says that Nasru’d-DIn had renounced the world, 
on his own, and was searching for a pir. On meeting NUru’d^DlnJ^ he 
became his disciple; K.S., f. 37a. 
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Du.r" 

entrusteTwUh the apprenticeship, Nasru’d-Dm was 

said that Nasru’^Din f Nuru>d-Dln. It is 

atthetimeofzYtgr ate ashes mixed with water 

One of the ShaiytA»; disdof" ^ 
h^^self, but proving onTl ^M^r 

to ShaiM Nurn’dSm^ ^^^Plain- 

Nasru’d-Din and snatrt. u- him to watch 

When he finally succeededPrepared it^ 
who asked him to taste it’ ^ ‘ ‘""‘P Nuru’d-Din 

of ashes.* ^a?ruM-Din to take rice ■ 

take only a hunH Na?ru’d-Djn made it his h 

ShailA^N^r^lr According ^ 

Nasrud’-Din ate fi gradually to reduce the 

« WS fan “a,“”o “>'■'■ ’’■“y “•'"‘f grai„rr" ■“>’ 

shaitt, Natru'd-Din bl^a'" ““mand o/Z 

four walnuts to eat. A^rt I forty days with ^ 

to crack the first walnut solitude, he was t 

pass by, heard the so !, NuruM-Din, who haon T"® 

^°nnd. He asked what he to 

t- R-M, f. 207a- AAb r ^ t^oing. 

Mull, N„,„, ■ ■ - ^■«-. in. P, ,35, 

that NasruM-Dln would h'"'' ^ ^^a)’. 

had asked of bin,. ° Something contrary to what ” “"bkely 

Secondly. wi,.„ - . " preceptor 


Secondly, whpn .. 

to him that Nasru’d-nr '**sciplcs of Nam’d n 

-'d him he diditon his aXlce""'^*"^ niilk, the Shai^ ^J'^ined 

i •Ks.. d.ni-a« n _ md have 


told him he did'it on his^aT- 

2. T.Ks., 40b- 7? v r '• 

'T- r- f. 297h* j AL 

P- 125. ’ f- 81a; /C,s., f 3,. 

*2 *• o7b; p 

3. T.Ks.. f. aoK ’ f. 


lOOb; 


3- T.Ks., f. 40b. 

(«-Iv.. to take only 

tued to eat «8hteen grain, “nd Warhab'^'"' rice 

p. 105. ’’ ■ f. lOOb). *^®t he 
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Nasru’d-Din replied by breaking a walnut. Nuru’d-Din 

“ breaking your nafs and here 

you are crack.ng a walnut”.^ When Nasru’d-Diu Hnished his 
eiieat, he presented all four walnuts to the Shai/zA:.^ 

Na?ru’d-Din was the constant companion of ShaiAA 

Nuru d-Din from the day he joined him. Out of affection the 

ShaiA/i used to call him by the name of “Nasro”, and addressed 

some of his sayings to him. The following sayings of the ShaiM 

on the subject “come good, come evil, there is an end” are 
addressed to Nasru’d-Din. 


“When the body was bared to the wind of the Jehlura 
that day has passed, O Nasar. 

When we had only thin curry and unsalted vegetables 
to eat, that day too has gone, O Nasar. 

When the wife was near and warm' clothing covered, 
the bed, that day too has gone by, O Nasar 

When boiled rice and sliced fish were provided for us 
that day also has passed, O Nasar.' 

“In those glittering halls of lords [khun], 

The great were told to shrink back. 

I say pretty damsels singing songs there- 
They were sweeping the dust with Yak’s tails. 

There I now observed cotton being sown. 

I saw, O Nasar, thou mightiest also go to see it”.-* 

When ShaiM Nuru’-Din died, Nasru’d-Din succeeded 
him as the head of the Rishls at Chrar. It is said that before 
Nasru’d-Din died, the ShaiA/i appeared to him in a dream and 
told him that he had done much good work and suffered much 


1. T.H., III, p. 135; T.K., p. 105. 

2. T.H., III, p. 135. Miskin says tliat on hearing the words of the 
Sliai^/i, Nasru’d-Diii tlirew all four walnuts outside the cave he was 
living in; T./T., p. 105. 

3. Kaul,‘‘A Lii'c oi^RndRishV\ The Indian Antiquary, LIX, February, 
1932, p. 32. 

Ibid., pp. 30-1, See also Nut-Ndlna^ pp. Ill, 180 (poems 134, 168), 
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hardship and it was now time for Nasru’d-Dln to join him (in 
the next world). The Shai^A also asked him to entrust the 
charge of the Rishis at Chrar to Malik JogI Raina,^ who was 
one of the nobles of the royal court- and who used often to 
visit Nuru’d-Din and later Nasru’d-Dln.^ 

m 

Nasru’d-Din, in accordance with the command of the 
ShaiA:/ 2 , approached Malik Jogi who refused to accept the offer; 
But during the night a sudden change came over him ; he 
became restless, tore out his clothes and rushed to Nasru’d-Din, 
who was near death. He nominated Malik Jogi as his successoi^ 
and soon breathed his last, in 865/1451.^ He was buried next 
to his perceptor at Chrar.® 

Qiyamu*d-Din 

Another outstanding disciple of ShaiA:/i Nuru’d-Did was 
Q^iyamu^d-Din Rishi.*^ Nothing is known about his early life 
except that he had no formal education® and that right from 
the very beginning he associated with holy-men.® At some 
stage he came into contact with the Shai/j/i and became his 
disciple.^® After some time, at the direction of Nuru’d-Din, he 
took up his residence at the village of Manzgam,^^ where he 
established a cell near a spring called Dudh-Pokar.^**^ 


1. Miskin at one place calls him Jogi Raina (T./f., p. 105), and at an¬ 
other place Zogi Raina; T,K., p. lU. 

2. A.Ab , f. 81a; F.K , f. 101a; r.//., Ill, pp. 135, 170; p. lU. 

8. T.H , III, p. 170. 

4. A.Ab., f. 81a; F.K., f. lOla; T.//., Ill, p. 135; T.K., p. 105. 

T.//., Ill, p. 135; T,K,y p, 105. 

6. A.Ab., f. 8la; F,K., f. lOla; T.//., II I, p. 135; T.K., p. 105. 

7. A,Ab,, f. 81b; F.K,, f. 92b. 

8. f. l83a; A.Ab.^ f. 82a, 

9. Ibid., f. 82a; F.K., f. 9ib; T.//., HI, p. 136. 

10. R.N., f. 182a; A.Ab., f. 82a; T.Az,, p. 66; F.K., f. 92b; r.//., HI, p. 
136; T.K., p. 106. 

11. In the modern district of Anantnag. 

12. R.JV.. f. 182a; A.Ab., f. 82a; T.Az., p. 66; F.K., f. 92b; T.H , Ill, p. 
136; T.K.y p. 106. It is said that before his arrival there, the place 
looked like a desert and all the trees and plants were dry. But as soon 
as he took up his abode there, everything turned green. 
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Like many other Rishis, Q,iyamu’d-Dln fasted regularly 
and would eat only wild vegetables. Hardships and austere 
penances, to which he had applied himself, reduced him to 
skin and bone.^ When questioned why he reduced himself to 
this state, Q,iyamu’d-Dln burst into tears and said ; “I am not 
literate enough to teach or guide anyone; I have not read 
the Qur’an; if I could, I might draw near to God. What other 
form of worship remains, but to enfeeble myself, to abandon 
food, and to practi.se austerities ? Thus I might move God to 
forgive me my sins.”^ 

After many years of such a life, Qiyamu’d-Din died at 
Manzgam, and was buried there.^ None of the sources men¬ 
tion the date of his death, and it is possible only to speculate 
that he outlived his plr. 


Disciples of BainiPd-D'm 

One of the distinguished disciples of Bainu’d-Din was Sha-? 
msu’d-Din.'* He hailed from Maru-Wardwan.® Nothing is 
known about his early life and how and when he carrie info 
contact with Bamu’d-Din. However, after completing the pre¬ 
liminary stages of the Rishl path, he settled down at a village.® 


1. R.N., f. 183a; AM., f. 82a; T.Az., p. 66; \F.K., f. 92b; T.H., III, p. 

136; T.K., p. 106. 

% 

2. R.N., f. 183a. 

3. Ibid., f. I83a; A.Ab., f. 82a; T.Az., p. 66; F.K., f, 92b; T.H., III, p, 
136; T.K., p. 106. 

4. T.Ks., f. 42b; R.N., f. 305a; A.Ab., f. 86b; K.S., f. 62a; T.Az., p. 69; 
F.K., f. 93b; T.H., III, p, 148. 


6. T.Ks., f. 42b; K.N., f. 305a; A.Ab., f. 8.5b; T.Az., p. 69; F.K., f. 93b; 
T//., Ill, p, 148. Maru-Wardwan is in the area which form"s the 

» f-t 

easternier front of Kashmir, and at present is in the district of 
Anantnag. 


6. The sources are not unanimous about the name of the village, Saiyid 
‘All {T,Ks,^ f. 42b) gives the name of the village as “Kru”, Naslb 
and Wahhab f. 305a; F.A’., f. 93b) “Kruhin”, Mishkati and 

Hasan {A.Ab,, f. 85b; T.//., Ill, p. 148) “Kraiwan” and A’^aml 
{T,A.z»i p. 69) “Krur”. Of all these places only Kruhin can be iden- 

t 

continue4 
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in the pargana of Kuthar.i 
Shamsu’d-Din to u v 

skelton .2 It is said that he waTsofeehri ^ 

down or rise up and therefore ^ ' f "ot sit 

wooden box.3 Mishkati relates an^l ^ 

perhaps explains the assertionrof Sh "/ ^^hich 

asked why he spent all hk V d-Din. Once when 

^oplied: “Ido Iso that i\ Shamsu«d-Dm 

world, from the moment of lea contact with the 
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^orld to the next.” ^ oncontaminated 

discip. 

ties It of preserving his di^'-'^r^’ ‘^lat he 

Ihe'rov J one of ht dt^f' 

dead Somehow his Tibet with 

<londMTo^,J^*“'‘»««re LI'*.’’" «■“'^ha need 

that he was himself unwiP^\^ explana- 

SJ‘ It was there that i, i modern 

«« a K Wa 

tified but that is in ft, j. 

certain that Shamsu’d-Din hT* ^^ramaia How 

*«=. of '■"'1 "dcd e,„„ ffc™. 

1. f-42b; Kutahar is to ft, dIage ,n the 

2. f. 42b; 30;. "—'g. 

J., f. 94a; r.H.. m, p/i^g ^Sb; ^.y., f. 53 ^. ^ 

• Ibid. The sources have the j * 

4. A.Ab., f. 86 b. ""■•d (“cofBn or bier-) 

6- T.Ks., f. 42b; R,JY ff on~, ‘' 

93b-94a; T.H., III’’ ^ y.. f. 52a- T A 

Sl..n„„.<|.Dto w.; once „„.5 “i "■*■•. K 

ofrobberj. Tieronpon be ,b -Inre be cfir' ’‘'“'P''* «f 

S5b. "’"“'I' “Opoared ,.d “ *»'' Pn.ped. 

him; . 
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last.i 

Another disciple of Bamu’d-Din was Hanifu’d-Din 
Haidar.2 He was a native of the village of Akhal, in the 
pargana of Lar.^ He is said to have been very rich.^ Later when 
he came into contact with Bamu’d-Din, he renounced the 
world and became his disciple.® After serving his preceptor 
for some years, Hanifu’d-Din went to the village of Yar (in the 
pargana where he lived alone in a cell.® After some 

time he moved to his native village, Akhal, where he stayed in 
the house of a disciple."^ 

We are told that Hanifu’d-Din was very handsome, and 
a woman of the family with whom he was staying desired him. 
One day, when the family had to attend a feast, she made a 
pretext to stay at home and when they were alone she threw 
herself at Hanifu’d-Din. He tried to impress up?»n her the 
wickedness of her desire, in vain. Desperate, he thrust his 
penis into the glowing coals of a brazier, and became uncons¬ 
cious.® When he recovered, he left for Yar,® where he died on 


1. f. 42b;f. 306b; K,S 52a; T.Az., p. 70; F A*., f. 94a; 
T,H»i III, p. 149. Mishkati also says that he died at Tarigam (AM,y 
f. 86b), but does not give any reason for ShamsuM-Dln's migration to 
that village. 

2. T,Ks., f. 43a; F. jV., f. 306 b; AM.» f. 84b; T.Az,, p. 71; F.iT., f. 94a; 

lll,p. 149; r.iT., p. 112. 

3. Ibid. 

4. A.Ah., f. 84b; T.//., Ill, p. 149; T.A'., p. 112. 

6. T.Ks,, f. 43a; RM,, f. 306b; AAh., f. 84b; T.Az,, p. 71; F.iT., f. 94a; 
T.Fr., Ill, p. 149; T,K,, p. 112. 

6. R.N,i f. 306b; F.A*., f. 94a; F.F*., p. 112. Saiyid ‘Ali and Mishkati 
believe that he moved to Akhal (T.F’j., f. 43a; A.Ab,, 84b). and Hasan 
says that he moved to the village of Surach {T.H., HI. p. 149). But 
this place cannot be identified and Hasan himself, does not mention 

it in the volume in which he describes the geography of Kashmir 
(T.H., I). 

7. R.N., f, 307a; F.K., f. 94a; T.H., III, p. 149; T.K., p. 112. 

8. T.Ks., f 43a; fl.JV,, f. 307a-b; A.Ab., ff. 84b-86a; F.K., f. 94a; T.H., 
HI. p. 149;r.^,p. 112 . 

9. R.M., f. 307b; T.H., III, p. 160; T.K., p. 112. 

Mishkftti and Wahbab say that he moved to Akhal (A,Ab,, f. 

Cpntd. 
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’ Jumadu’l-Auwal, 890/22 May, I485.1 

Bamu’d-Din.! Itis saM I[i IT Pfominent diaciplc of 

M.ra„dFatt„4lD „S.'‘'“‘*T.“ *»» b'oAers, ®Lk., 

"■'« of ,he ,i„a. T” of .he 

merriment.' One day th l j ^ of ease and 

on the road, and told him to^^” BamuM-Din 

them and serve it. But every 

They asked who he was Ja ^ to ™lk. 

f ^oJy man, was among’them that Bamu’d-Din, 

became his disciples.' ’ ’’""oo^oed their old ways and 

^^o further dpt’Qi] 

of Rajabu’d-Din. He, howev^^*-^*^^ m brothers 

r.:Lre:::roT"« 

*' ""B to tara^hfe hvShooTr'’”’’' “ 

a,u, ramood by copying it.» If 

X“;:S.T' “ ?«D.. had ■ 

.ham.*-troT-’* »•""«»•'■ l.» clSr P’ 

Where this incid " Yar to Akhai ("^ ®^'^tier he states 

to be correct in stating that-H;nfet^:’'^ ‘herefore! 

1. 7'./^..Ilr,p.,5o.r;r ■ *" “oved to Yar from 

2 - y-A-.., f. 40b; «!;v 

f. 94a; TH Wt f. 82b* K S c 

3. ^.^i..f.82b; ’P;;^3>T.A-..p.iio P- 

ttt- Nasib and wlkh^V ' Wl,pp'i 43 U 4 . 7 -^ 

4. 

^oes„orcri~^^^^^^^^ . ^ 

Hasan asserts that thev i ^^'^pation (7*^^ Persia and 

«: r.„„ "t’p-"™""’ 

8 . Ibid. •’ 24a; T.H., m, p. 

9. RM., f. 207b; A.Ab., f. sObj T.Az,^ 

' ^ P. IIQ. 
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the account is correct, it makes the life of Rajabu’d-Din ’ 

unusual, for no earlier Rishi is known to have concerned him¬ 
self with the Qur’an. 



Rajabu’d-Din is said to have had many disciples, among 
whom the most distinguished was Nauruz Rishl.i He is believed 
to have been handsome and attractive and had been asked by his 
preceptor not to move about.2 One day, without the knowledge 
of Rajabu’d-Din,* Nauruz went to a certain village with some 
other Rishis. There a,girl saw him-and she fell in love with 
him. lA^hen Rajabu d-Din learnt about this, he ordered him 
to leave. Nauruz, disappointed and disgusted, decided to go 
on a pilgrimage. He went to the village of Gaurlgam® to 
seek monetary help from one of his friends, Sani Pandit, who 
asked Nauruz to stay in his house, as pilgrimage was not obli- 
gp.tory for a man as poor as he was. So Nauruz remained in 
Sanj s house for about six years, while his former associates 
knew nothing about him.® 


When Rajabu d-Din was dying, his disciples asked him to 
nominate his successor. Rajabu’d-Din told them he would be 
found at the village of Gaurigam in the house of Sani Pandit. 
When Rajabu’d-Din was buried, some of his disciples came to 
Gaurigam and asked Nauruz to return to Nagnaran to take the 


1. r.^j„ f, 41a; RM., f. 298a; A.Ab., f. 82b; K.S., f. 63a; F.K., f. 94a; 

r.!/.. Ill, p. 146 ; r.ir„ p. 111. 

2. T.JCs., f. 41a; R.M, f. 298a; A.Ab., f. 82b; T.H., III, p. 145; T.K., 
P. 111. 

3. A.Ab., f. 282p; T.H., HI, p, 145 . 

Saiyid ‘All and Nasib maintain that Nauruz went with the per¬ 
mission of Rajabu’d-Din (T.Ks., f. 4la; R.JV., f. 298a). But this seems 
wrong as Rajab would not have then later asked him to leave. Miskin 

says a girl fell in love with Nauruz, but he does not record the name 
of the place; cf. T.R'., p. m, 

298a-b; A.Ab., ff. 82b-83a; T.H., III, 146. 

IS vj age cannot be identified. Although Hasan mentions it in the 
por ion o his work devoted to the Saints of Kashmir, but fails to notice 
It m the geographical portion of his work. 

TKs f. 41a;ff. 298b, 299a; A.Ab., f. 83a; TM., Ill, p. 145. 

a, w o oes not relate this story, says that Nauruz had the per- 

<55 d-Din to go on the pilgrimage, but he stayed at 

San> s house instead; K,S„ f. 63a-b, ^ ^ ^ 


4. 

6 . 


6 . 
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seat of his preceptor, which he did.i 

.H. -^v 

the help of Nauruz S asked 

asked the villagers to drop the charg7''ThGaurSgam and 
tion that before sunset a L,t , ^ ^ agreed on condi- 

part in that. As Su, useH r' ^auruz take 

have thought he would refuse^ But^h ‘hey might 

prepared. When it was re ad v 1 

Gaining there even after the sun . mosque, re- 

-joiced at his failure to fS .f The villagers 

card of It, he came out and said • 
their surprise the sun appeared n<r • ^he sun is still up.” To 

on the ground and breXd ht lar^nd down 

the vdlage of Gaurigam.s ’ '^“ried there in 

Rishi, who succeeded him as^h^hTa^of th' p Hardi 

discipS to Tatn t'h Har^; R- 

takeup agriculh - hvelihood.s He d'^ 

do much, they cou ; »yit.g tl.a. if Ihcy had”« the"‘f *™ 

1* P«yer.carpe,. “‘■ily an areaThT^^e oi 

• ff. 299b-300a; A Ab r ft^iK n ^ Nauruz 

Hasan says that wt" ^^a-b- K <! r 

fell at his feet and after thfr * ^PPeared oncef" ■' 

prayer and died while still^.r, P«=ople 

Saiyid ‘All, however maint • T « eveninc 

tation of Sani Pandit’ aTaT'"* went to’ca; :’ PP- ull 

3. Ibid., f. 41b; A-..?., f. 53 b. F K f o,k "harg. 

buried at Nagnaran (T H ’m ' , ' says ,u 

4 ?Jrr4mt''‘°^"ena’ran.’"^ means'\h^"^^«* 

4. T.Ks., f. 41b; R jv., f. 301 -. a • „ ® ‘hat his 

94b; R.J^m., f. 80b; T.H t’tt ‘ ®3b.84a- K 9 

f- sL; F K PP- 111-2 

146; T.K., p. 112. ’ ^ 94b; R,j^^ ‘ ^ 

6, R,K, f. 301a; A.Ab., f. 84a; P.^-., f. 9^^. ^ ’ ^H., n 
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Hardi Rishi is said to have lived for seven years after the 
death of his preceptor/ and when he died he was buried at 
Nagnaran.2 Among his prominent disciples was Nandi Rishl,^ 
As usual, nothing is known about his early life; he lived in 
solitude at Nagnaran for many years,^ making it his practice 
not to show his face to any woman,^ not even his sister.® 

Once when Nandi Rishi had nothing to eat,"^ one of his 
disciples asked what was to be done. Nandi replied: “Wash the 
kettle and put in clean water.” When the water began to boil, 
Nandi asked the disciple to wait at the door and watch. Sud¬ 
denly a woman arrived, accompanied by six men loaded with 
articles of food.® She urged the disciple to allow her to enter 
and speak to Nandi from outside tlie door of his cell. She came 
in and told Nandi that she had something to say to liim. He 
answered : “Gracious mother, the holy law forbids men to 
hear the voice of women, but it is unkind to refuse the request 
of anyone in need”. The woman said : “I own some land 
which I have vowed to give you as a gift”. Nandi Rishi dec¬ 
lined to accept it, saying : “We are Rishls, relying upon God 
for sustenance”. The woman begged him to use it to satisfy 
the needs of his visitors. Nandi Rishi was still unmoved, but 
his disciples urged him to take it, saying : “Although we have 
no need of this land ourselves, not all human beings are alike. 
Who knows how future generations (of Rishls) will act ? If 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


4. 

6 . 


R.N., f. 301a; A.Ab.y f. 84a; K.S„ f. 53b; T.//., Ill, p. 146. 

TKs.y f. 41b; K.S., f. 64a; T.H.y HI, p. 146; T,K., p. 112. 

T,Ks., RM.y f. 301a; -4./!^., f. 84a; f. 54a; F./f., f, 94 b; 
R.JSfm.y f. 80b. Hasan and Miskin say that he was the disciple of Nauruz 
Rishi; TM,y IH, p. 146; TK„ p. 111. 


The sources say that he remained in solitude for about 54 years; R.J^^ 
f. 301b; A,Ab,, f. 84a; R.Nm.y f. 81a; T,H.y III, p. 147. 

TKs.y f. 41b; RM,y f. 30Ib; A.Ab.y f. 84a; R.Mm.y f. 81a; T.H.y HI. 
p. 147. 


.6. R.N., f. 301b; R.J^m.y f. 81a; T.H.y HI, p. 147. 

7. This would mean that after the death of Hardi his disciples had given 
up tilling the land or earning their livelihood themselves. 


8. The purpose of Nandi’s asking the disciple to boil the water is not 
clear. Presumably the incident of the kettle is introduced to emphasize 
the virtue of patience. 
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you accept the land no harm could follow, for the land which 
this gracious lady is offering her own absolute property, set¬ 
tled upon her at her marriage {mahr). The Rishis who will live 
herein future would be benefited by your present kindness. 
Supporting themselves with the produce of this land, they 

wo!i^»i^ themselves to God without any 

bv T by the arguments put forward 

by IS disciples, and accepted the gift.2 Before he died, Nandi 

oft Tab? a? 

Nandi Rishl’s reoinT ** presented as an illustration of 
iNandi Kishls reputed powers of clairvoyance 

>.r.ap,a.e„ffood„„et„ inhi ceTEv : Tf'’ 

pilgrimage to Mecca, and when h.' ^e went on 

resolved to visit Nandi Rishi disguised'ata yogi.? 

man ofthT hour ‘be 

succeed him. When Baba ^ 3 ? cauS 

through, Nandi Rishi told him tn f . . disguise was seen 

himself up and go and sit in his old ceH.s^^'"^ clean 

The Baba was astonisheH ira fi„j • , . 
of food he had left so Ion? a?n I'n the very plate 

it to the other Rishis. Nandi RUlV fresh.* He showed 

Baba that he had committed ^ displeased and told the 

Divine secret and predicted tlT ^ffor by disclosing a 

many trials and finally go blind ^ would be punished by 

1. it.jV., f. 302a-b; F.K., f. gUj. n r. 

T.K., p. 111. ■ • a b; ^ ^ 

2 . f. 302b; F.K., 9 lb; ^ 

p. 111. “, T.H., HI, p, 147. 

3. R.K., f. 303a; A.Ab., f. 84a; F.K f qik. d 

147. Seealsor,irj.,f.41b;^r.5’f;g4^’ •^'«.f.83a; T.H.. IK, p. 

4. R.K, ff, 303b-304a; F.K., f. 941 ,. 7 - „ '“l P- ‘H. 

6. Ibid. ’ PP- 147-8. 

6. The story is based upon similar anecdotes \a 

7 . R.K, f. 304b; F.K., f. 94b; T.H., m, p_ Prophet’s mi’rdj. 
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Shortly afterwards, Nandi Rishi died, and was buried at 
Nagnaran.^ As he had foreseen, he was succeeded by Baba 
Haji, “who kept his sight for two years and lived (another) 
eighteen months in darkness”.® 

Not long after his preceptor’s death, Elba Haji, was 
involved in serious embarrassment. Some men appi'oached 
his servant and told him that a calamity had befallen them 
and they would like to leave their ' belongings in safe custody 
with him. The servant, not realising that the goods were stolen 
and the men were thieves, accepted the goods. But when the 
officers of the rvatch finally traced them, they interrogated 
Baba Haji, who denied all knowledge of the affair. His servant, 
however, revealed that he had aecepted some property for safe 
custody, and the officers identified it as the stolen goods were 
seeking. Forthwith they arrested the Baba and were taking 
him away when they were attacked by a herd of cows which 
he had reared. They were seriously injured and the Baba 
returned unhurt to his abode.® The officers complained to the 
king, who was familiar with the reputation of the Rishls. 

He merely said : “It is a wonder that the cows did not kill 
you.”* 

When Baba Haji died, he was buried at Nagnaran.® It 
seems that his disciples may have broken up; no successor 
is known, and the line of Bamu’d-Din appears to have ended 
with him. 


Disciples of ^ainu’d-Dln 

Zainu’d-Din, the disciple of Nuru’d-Din, had a large 

band of followers; the most prominent among them were the 
following. 

Payamu’d-Din, who hailed from the village of Ghandnu, 


1. Ibid., f. 304b; ibid., f. 94b; ibid., Ill, p. 148. 

2. f. 304b. See also F.K„ f. 94b; T.H., III, p. 148. 

3. R.M., f. 305a; K.S., f. 64b; F.K., f. 94b; R. Nm., f. 83a-b; T.H., III, 
p. 148. 

4. R.N., f. 306a; R.Nm., f. 83b. 

6 . RM., f. 305a; F.K., f. 94b; R.JVm ., f. 83a; T.H., Ill, p. 149. 
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pargam Lar,->- is said to have been one of the nobles of the ruler 
of Kashmir.2 Once while hunting, he observed ants carrying 
gram to their stores, and he became impressed with the necessity 
of laying up stores for the “life to come” and accordingly 

"■“S' - 

disciple of Zainu d-Dln,^ 

_ After serving his preceptor for many years, PayamuM- 

in was ordered to settle down in the forest of Ranbuh,! where 

he spent the rest of his life.B He died in 889/1484 » It is said 
that before he became a Ri<!liT t ' ^ 

save birth fn ^ uiu ^ pregnant and later 

chee. Once it happened that Payamu’d-Din was passing 
through a certain village, where he he=,rrl passing 

one another how notorious his . 

Payamu’d-Din prayed that if th’ ^^^ring them. 

His prayers were immediately answered Mdhb' 

. . Another disciple of ZaiU-Dm „ 

descendant of Thakur family » n and a 

became a madman and used to ro;, that for a time he 

ed. His parents approached ZainuUDm^^hrsent^ore'or^^^^ 



3. T.Xs., f. 46b; A.A 6 ., f. sSa-h- TAp’ „ ao r. 

162; T.K., pp. 112-3. ’ P- f. 96b; T.H., III, p. 

4. This forest is in the pargana Bangil the a • 

II. p. 481. S ancient •‘Bhangila”; cf. R.Tk.. 

6. T-Ks., 46b; R.J^., f. 308b; A.Ab., f gSb- T . 

R.Mm.. f. 103b; T.H., III, p. 152 . r ^ nt" f- 98b; 

6 . r.H., Ill, p. 152. 113. 


Miskin gives the date of hk ri u 

7. T.Ks., f. 47b; R.M., ff. 308b-309a. ^.K., p. 113 . 

8 . r.^..,p.72. Mulla says that h; was ; 

A‘. 6 '., f. 43a. the nobles of the ruler* 

9. r.^ 2 ., p. 72; r.//.. Ill, p. 102 ; 7 -^^ 

to Miskin {T.K., p. 121), was the title ’ “^bakur”, according 
Kalhaoa mentions at many places the title ofT^-*° chiefs, 

councillors; cf. R.Tk., I, pp. 292, 334 , thakur given to various 
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disciples to fetch him. When he was told that ZainuM-Din 
wanted him, he asked for clothes, came to Zainu’d-Din’s 
hermitage and stayed with him for the rest of his life.^ He lies 
buried at ‘Aish-Maqam.^ 

Shamsu’d-Din was another disciple of Zainu’d-Din. 
Nothing is known about his early life and the circumstances of 
his conversion. It is said that once he sought and obtained his 
preceptor^s leave to go to Mecca. There he met a saint, whose 
disciple he sought to become. The saint asked for details of 
ShamsuM-Din’s earlier spiritual life, and was told that his 
preceptor had been an illiterate Kashmiri named Zainu’d-Din. 
The saint then told him to wait till next morning; during the 
night, Zainu’d-Din made his usual spiritual visit to Mecca^ and 
introduced himself to the saint as ShamsuM-Din’s preceptor. 
Next day the saint miraculously caused a vision of Zainu’d- 
Din at prayer to appear before ShamsuM-Din. Praising 
his virtues, he said “Go back to Kashmir, and serve your old 
master.” 

When Shamsu’d-Din returned to Kashmir, he asked 
audience of ZainuM-Din. The latter, who knew supernatur- 
ally of Shamsu’d-Din’s disparaging remark about him made 
to the saint in Mecca, was displeased with him, and merely 
said : “May his foot be broken”, which happened immediately, 
as ShamsuM-Din slipped. However, other disciples of Zainu’d- 
Dln interceded for Shamsu’d-Din and Zainu’d-Din was pleas¬ 
ed to return him to his favour and to restore the use of his 


1 . A,Ab., f. 89b; T.Az., p. 72; F.K., f. 98b; T.H., Ill, p. 162; TK,, p, 

121 . 


According to Mull&, Zainu’d-Din once happened to meet 
Uttar Tbakur and was pleased with him. He prayed that Thakur 
™^ight give up worldly pleasures. Zainu’d-Din’s prayers were answered 
and Uttar Thakur gave up the world and used to roam in the forests 
till Zainu’d-Din sent some one to fetch him; f. 43a-b. 


2 . A,Ab., f. 89b; f. 43b; T.Az„ p. 72; F.A"., f. 96b; T.//., Ill, p. 

162; r.iT., p. 121. 

3. See supra, p. 225. 
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foot.^ Shamsu’d-Din served liim loyally until he died, and 
succeeded him as his \i\iallfa after his death.^ 

Another disciple of Zainu’d-Din was Hanifu’d-Dm 
After completing the early stages of the Rishi path, he was 
ordered to settle down on the mauntain of Dara, in the pargana 
Manchflhom.^ There he stayed for many years in a 
without the knowledge of the people of the surroundW 
villages ; and used to eat wild vegetables for his food.* ° 

It is said that once a shepherd saw Hanifu’d-Dm ‘ h' 
cave and informed the villagers of his presence. They ru\ 'l 
to his cave and requested him to come out. HanlfuM.rf*^ 
appeared in the form of a strong and huge snake. The v!11 J 

were frightened, but begged him to show himself in i • 
fo™ which he did.‘ Later he enrolled many people'!'™' 
dtsciples and directed them to the Rishr path. VvLn h a-’’!' 
he was buried on the mountain Dara.« ^ 

I' f K.S., f. 45a; F.JC., f. 96a-b- T.ff ttt 

• 3. T.Ks., f. 44a; R.N., f. 314b; A.Ab. f 91a- T 

iJetATm., f. 92a; T.H., III, p. 164; T.K., p. lie. f- 97a; 

Mulla at one place says that he settled "at Me. • - 

u, iir y., r... 

4. T.Az., p. 73; T.H., III, p. 164; T.K., p. ue. * 

6. T.Ks., flF. 44b-45a; R.K., f. 316a-b; A.Ab f m u 

f. 97a; R.Km., f. 92a-b; T.H., III p. I 64 .V r ^ P- 73; F K 

Mulla tells the story differ’endy ^rco^di'’- . ’ 

c«me to know about Hanlfu’d-Dln’s presence th ^ Woman 

to visit him. The villagers became suspicious of*!! ofte 

followed her and found Hanifu’d-Dln’s in a ^ one dav u 

thief and had some affair with the woman, thTyT"ro^‘'i"‘'‘”e he 
cave and gave him a good beating. Later when^r“® °nt 0 ^ 1 ^ 

village, the mugaddam (chief) suddenly died ’'burned to 1 

. vinced that they had done something wro'n 'vere ‘ j" 

was m fact a holy man. They came to him an^ , ^anifu.. 
for the life of their chief. Hanifu’d- Din for* 

and acceded to their request; K.S., f. 45 ^ k by the: 

... ’ ■ * ’ appeal 


8 . 


T.Ks., f. 45b; R.Ff., f. 3l5b; A.Ab., f 91b- T a 

T.H., III, p. 154; T.K., p. lie. ’ P- li-p ir 

f. 
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Daryau’d-Din, after becoming the disciple of Zainu’d-Din 
and serving him for some time, was allowed to settle down 
anywhere he liked. He travelled far and wide in the Valley 
settled in a cave at the village Ranyil.i in the pargana 
Phak.2 It is said that he observed fast throughout his life and 
would break it only once a week.® 

The death of Daryau’d-Din is described almost in the 
same terms as that of his preceptor, Zainu’d-Din. Before his 
death, Daryau’d-Din entered his cave and asked his disciples 
not to disturb him for forty days. He further asked them to 
prepare food on the fortieth day, and told them after distri- 
buling tins among the poor, they should go into the cave to 
see him. The disciples did accordingly and when they entered 
the cave, they found no trace of Daryau’d-Din, except his 
garment and cap. Later he appeared in a dream to one of 

IS disciples and asked him to mark a grave in his name, iust 
above the cave.'i 


Another disciple of Zainu’d-Din was Lida-Mal Rishi. 
o ing IS known about the circumstances of his conversion 

' path. It is said that after receiving guidance 
rom ns preceptor for some time at ‘Aish-Maqam, he moved 
to t e village Uttar,® where he stayed in the hollow of a 

c anar tree.® seems that he had established a khunqnh 

1 Til 

f give the name of the village as “Ranal”, which cannot 

. ^ ^ The only village of a similar name which can be located 

p^466 (north of Srinagar) is Ranyil; cf.II, 

A.Ab.,[.^7a; T.Az., p. 71-, F.K.. T. 96h; 

3 p. 115. 

• 1. 46a; /t.jV., f. 3l7b; A.Ab., f. 87a-b; F.K., S. 96.97a; T.H., 

P-> 63 ; r./r., p. 115 . 

4. R.M., ff. ^ ^ j. ^ p 7|. f 

^1I> P- l63! T K D 116 
5 The b 

^ Uttar forms the extreme north-west of the Kashmir Valley, 

to Kalhana its ancient name was ‘‘Uttara”; cf. R.Tk., TI. 

p. 485. 

■ ®>8a; A.Ab., f. 89a; K.S., f. 46a; F.K.. f. 98a. 

^tyid ‘All {T,Ks,j f. 47b), says the moved to Sherkoot, (the 
^^*"^^^^**Sudarkoth”, in between the pargana Khuyahom and Zalngir); 
cf. pp.'467.88. 
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there, as we are told that he had as many as one hundred and 
sixty disciples, all of whom were engaged in agriculture.^ 
Some of his recorded sayings show that Lida-Mal was a man 
of great piety high thinking. He is said to have once remark¬ 
ed : “One is not in solitude if one thinks of a beautiful woman; 
one is not fasting if one waits (eagerly) throughout the day 
for dusk (when the fast is to be broken) ; and one is not a 
darwesh if one goes daily for easing nature (mustaiah),^^^ 

Many springs are attributed to the miraculous power of 
Lida-Mal. It is said that when he went to Uttar, there was 
no water nearby. He received a hint from on high to uproot 
a plant near the chanar tree, in which he is believed to have 
lived. He did so accordingly and water started to flow.^ It is 
believed that if any sick person, especially one who has 
stomach trouble, takes a bath in that spirit, he is cured at 
once.^ 

The second spring attributed to the miraculous powers of 
Lida-Mal is at Dandakwan,® when he moved from Uttar.® 
There also water was not available. Lida-Mal is said to have 
struck his stick into the ground and after some time to have 
asked one of his disciples to take it out. But he warned the 
disciple to be cautious, and not to let the first few drops of 
water fall on his feet. In spite of this warning some drops of 
water fell on one of the disciple’s feet and he became a leper. 
Later Lida-Mal prayed for him and he was cured.*^ 


1. RM.y f. 3l8a; A,Ab,, f. 88b; F.K., f. 98a; TM., Ill, p. 160; T.K., p. 
119. According to Mattu, Lida-Mal four hundred disciples; R,Nm„ 
f. 105a. 

2. f. 98b. 

3. RM., f. 318b; AAb.y f. 89a; K,S., f. 46a; FX., f. 98a; RMm., 45a-b; 
T K,y p. 119. 

4. f. 318b; F.A-., f. 98a. 

5. Near the village of Sherkoot. 

6. R.N.y f. 319a; A,Ab„ f. 89a; FX., f.i98a; T.//., Ill, p. 121. 

7. RM,, f. 319b; AAb,, f. 89a; FX., f. 98a; RMm,, f. 105b; T.//., Ill, p. 
161; T.A*., p. 119. The legend refers to a widespread Kashmiri super¬ 
stition that the first water drawn from a new well is very dangerous and 
should not be drunk or used for washing. 
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Before his death Lida-Mal is said to have made a will 
that nothing should be raised over his grave, as the Almighty 
Gcd would provide shelter for him. When he died, his dis¬ 
ciples in accordance with his wish, did not build a memorial 
over his grave. After forty days a plant appeared on his grave, 
and later on covered the whole graveyard.^ His mausoleum at 
Handwanpura, in pargana Hamal,^ where he settled towards 
the end of his life, was built in 1149/1736, and is still a source 
of inspiration for many people.^ 

Among the disciples of Lida-Mal the best known arc 
Langar-Mal and his wife Bibi Ganga. It is believed that 
Langar-Mal was very rich and deeply involved in worldly 
pleasures."^ He is said in some sources to have been Lida-MaBs 
brother. Once he came to see Lida-Mal,^ dressed in a costly 
garment. Lida-Mal refused to see him, saying that one who 
loved worldly things had nothing to do with him. Langar-Mal 
went back, but, moved by the remark of Lida-Mal, gave up 
the world, returned to Lida-Mal dressed as a yogi,® and became 
his disciple.’ 

Lida-Mal asked him to retire to seclusion, so that he 
could purify himself of his past sins.® Meanwhile Langar-MaPs 
wife, Blbl Ganga, came to enquire 'about her husband.® On 


1. T.H.y II, p. 161; r.iT., p. 119 . 

2. The ancient “Samala” adjoins the pargana^ Kruhin; II, p, 

484. 


3. T.K,i p. 119. Some other sources say that towards the end of his life 

he settled at BucherwarT, which cannot be identified; 320a; 

A.Ab., f. 89a. 

4. f. 318b; F.K., 98b; jR.jVm., f. 105b; TM., HI, p. 160; T,K. 


p. 119. 

6. R.N., f. 318b; R Nm,, f. 106a. Miskln says that Langar-Mal was a 
Hindu and later accepted Islam at the hands of Lida-Mal (T.iT., p. 
119). But Nasib and Mattu seem to be correct as their common sir- 
name “Mai** suggests that they were brothers. 

6. F.A*., f. 98b. 

7. F.jV., f. 318b; F.iT., f. 98b; F.jVm., f. 105a; HI, p. 161. 

8. F.jV*., ff. 318b-319a. 

9. F.jV., f. 319a; F.K., f. 98b; F.jVm., f. 106b. 

Hasan and Miskln say that she had renounced the world along 
with her husband; T.H,^ III, p. 161; T.K,, p. 110, 
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h earing that he had renounced the world, she too became 

Lida-Mal’s disciple.i Both Langar-Mal and Bibi Ganga are 

said to have lived a life of great piety and devotion. Langar- 

Mal is said to have kept the fast until he died and would 

break it only with ginger.^ Bibi Ganga had also overpowered 

her worldly desires had would break the fast once a year » 

When they died, they were buried near the grave of their 
preceptor.^ 

One of the disciples of Zainu’d-Dm was Shukru’d-Din 

M5»chaho„.» Though he h said ,o hte Ve 
man,® he was given to religious devotion from his youth” 
renounced the world and became the disciole 7 ^ ^ 

After completing the early stages of ’ 

asked by his master to setlie down at ShanknsI 
a life of recluse for many years.* »>>ere he lived 

Like Lida-Mal, Shukru’d-Dm is said in 
many springs to appear, including one at 

some time he moved to SherkL u wSre ^e1 "a 

• ’ '^^lere he lived until his 

2. R.N., f. 310a; F.K., f. 98b; RMm., f. I06b- T H TTT 

p.n9. • .^1., Ill, p. 

3. F.K., f. 98b;- T.H., III, p. lei; T.K p iin 

■ 4. R.Nm., f. 107a; T.H., III, pp. I6I, 162 7 -^ 

6. T.Ks., f. 43a; R.N., f. 3Hb; A Ab., f. 86a-' T 

R-J^m., f. 89a; T.H.lll, p. 166 ; T.K.. p uq f. 97b; 

Manchahom the ancient “Malsaum ‘o . • ’ 

S^.r, .0 iho .„„h e, n. J4r .f"Br'J”-;;--. of 

7. ■ff.A'., f. 311b; a4./16., f. 866; f 470. p if ' 

166; T.K. p. 116. ' f- 97b; T.H ITT n 

8. Ibid. ’P- 

9. T.Ks., f. 43a; R.K., f. 311b; A.Ab.. f 86a- )r o 

/JA>n..f.89a;r./7.,Iir,p. ,66..r7r p ’iip^- R.K.,f c,y, 

10. R.J^., f. 311b; f. 47a; T.B., IlCp'^'^ll^ ^ 

According to Mulla the spring U called* 1 ^ ’ P- ^16. 
Shuru’d-Din; K.S., f. 47a. bhukrnag'., p.obablv r 

11. Cf. n. 3, p. 260. ^ 
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deathLike many other Rishls, Shukru’d-DJn preferred to 
live by himself, having no concern with worldly people. It is 
said that before his death he had prepared a grave for himself, 
but one day a man who had fled from the city, took refuge in 
it. When Shukru’d-Din came to know about this, he asked his 
disciples not to bury him in that grave, as a worldly man had 
put his foot in it. When he died, his disciples prepared another 
grave for him.- His shrine at Sherkoot exists to this day, 
and it is believed by the surrounding villagers that when a 
misfortune is about to occur, a sound like that of a canon is 

• heard from it.^ 

Shukru’d-Din had directed a number of people to the 
Rishi path, among whom are mentioned Dariya Rishx, Regl 
Rishi and Bibi Sanga. Dariya Rishi belonged to the village 
of Wattarkhani, in the pargand of Uttar.^ He is said to have 
been a prominent Hindu ascetic,^ originally named Dhar 
Sadhu.® Near his temple, it is said there was a spring, where 
one day he was seen splashing water. When asked why he 
was doing this, he replied that the great mosque {Jdmi^-masjid) 
in Srinagar, was on fire and he was trying to put it .out. Some 
villager, who later went to the city, heard that some one 

• was seen on the roof of the mosque trying to put out the 
fire.*^ 

Some time after this incident, Dhar Sadhu came to see 
ShukruM-Din, who refused to see him.® Dhar Sadhu told'him 
that they were both worshipping the same God, so why should 


1. r./Tj.. f. 43a; f 312a; f. 8Ca; f. 47a.. AX, 97b; 

A.jVm., f. 89a; T.H., III, p. 156, T.K., p. 116. 

2. A.X., ff. 3l2b-313a; A.Ab„ f. 86a; T.Az., pp. 71-2; F K., f. 97b; T,H., 

166; T.K., pp. 116-7. 

3. T.H., III, p, 156; T.K., p. 117. 

4. T.Ks., f. 43b. 

6. A.Ab, f. 86b; T.Az., p. 72; F.K., f. 97b; A.jVm., ff. 89b-90a. 

6. T,Ks., f. 43b; A.X., f. 312a; A,Ab., f. 86b; T.Az,, p. 72; F.A*., f. 97b; 
F,JVm , f. 90a. 

7. T,Ks., f. 43b; A.jV., f. 312a; A,Ab., f. EGb; T.Az.y p. 72; F.K., f. 97b; 
A.Xm., f. 90a. 

8. XiTi., f. 43b; f. 86b; T Az.y p. 72; F.K., f 97b; AX/n., f. 

90b. 
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Din alS 1 , " ’’'"'"8 ShuWd- 

discioSS5dho became his 

.ritm,.tr Tl^ ’=>'According 

seen again! ' ‘ and was never 

Us pr«emor 

ane^.3, “;"f tl- ‘ «ne 

Rogl Rish, d«„anded of his iwer^X stta ’ b *“0 

the Rishi princinles o , . observance of 

fVi 4 - 1 P > ucn as 3.bstincncc from flptjVi Tf * *^4 

that once he t?pnf 4 . . nesn. it is said 

some other Rishls with hte ^ had took 

While they were in the boat ^ n 7° 

Ae water into a fold of his garment s' anT hf 

into the water. The fiol, P'^t them back 

companions were tempted, anTthly caugh^Tne^'S """d 
It. When they returned Rety? T? • lo. ^ fish and ate 

to ah r ™"' WiVis^hTaasM hto ,“o‘l 

.worthy^oHtT'^He fuJhVr^mLVd^?” 

exterior is compatible with , . ^ ^ Rishi is one whose 

bnried jrcar his^sStoTlS:;?.!^;*'' He wn's 

hibl Sanga hailed from the village of i 

Mga.„ of Hamah. According .o Nasfb. her “1*“; " ‘''' 

him that the Jcouid b^^ ttold 
worsh.pphHg tdols. Dl,ar Sadha yielded and bee" ^eTMudJm S T 

But MishkatT (Adi., f. 86b) and A'^aml tr ^ " 

rrn,:r;r";rnr 

9, /^.^•., f. 321b; F.K., f, 97b- TH TTT ’ P- 

’ P- 158; T,K., p. 
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a wealthy man, had seven'daughters, all oF whom renounced 
the world .1 Bibl Sanga became the disciple of Shukru’d-Din 
and later settled in the forest of Aham, in the pargana of 
Khuyahom.2 It is said that when people of the surrounding 
villages came to know about her being there, they came to her 
and asked her to settle in some inhabited place, as she was 
young and could not live alone. She replied that she had 
entrusted herself and her affairs to God and was afraid of no 
one. The people then built a cottage for her in the forest.® 

Bibi Sanga is said to have been extraordinarily pious 
and chaste. Like other Rishls she kept fast continuously and 
would remain aw'ake during the night.^ The fame of her piety 
and devotion spread far and wide and many became her dis¬ 
ciples.® She is said to have had a great herd of cattle, which 
were looked after by her disciples.® Once one of her disciples 
was caught by a lion. Bibl Sanga saw it and cried out to the 
lion,’ who released her disciple at once. She then said to her 
disciples that this had happened because one of them had done 
mischief. One of the disciples confessed that he had picked up 
some corn somewhere and put it in her store.® She remarked 
“What greater theft could be committed by the Rishis”®; there¬ 
by implying that they were expected to maintain standards of 
morality far higher than those of common men. When she 
died she was buried at Aham.’® 


1. IJ.JV., f. 321a. 

2 . Ibid., f. 321a;f. 177b; F.A'., f. 97b; f. 119b; T.//., Ill, 
p. 168; T.K., p. 118. 

3. F.JV., f. 321a-b. 

4. R.N.. f. 321b; F.K.,\i. 97b; T.H., III, p. 168; T.K., pp. 117-8. 

6. Ibid. 

6. Ibid. 

7. This is the literal translation of the word sher. Lions have rarely if 
ever been attested in Kashmir in recent times, and the word is com¬ 
monly used in Kashmiri to mean any large carnivorous animal such 
as a tiger or leopard. 

8- F.K., f. 97b; T.H., III, p. 168; T.K., p. 118. 

^ Nastb says that one of her disciples admitted that he had used 
tar without her permission; R.N., ff. 321b-322a, 

T.K., p. 168. 

10, RM., f. 322a; F.^,, f. 97bj T.H., III, p. 168; T.K., p. 118, 
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Neki rSi Sributed'tu hi d^^ciple, 

cattle among the poor h" r • including the 

distract his attention from GodTlUs' said'^'^hat 

came to him for alms. Neki RJ.M t T ^ ^ 

but instead of saying 'no’ to h. t ? 

and wrapped himself in an old mau”^'"^ bis own garment 

some robberl lamTtThthtJm'^^ 

disciples away with th^ R his 

nation, Nekj Rishi prayed anH reached their desti- 

diat he was a holy man .u Realising 

Rcshi asked them to accompanv^ ^ck? 

ceptor, where he prayed ^nd Th "" bis pre- 

t ey inade a vow not to sin any more.^* 

wl?^7 and died = 7“'^^ ‘■nncral 

^as taken by NaurQz Rish,« 7*" disciples 

Kbuyahom.r Before entefinl :I 7° ^be 

e was a man of propertv^ ^!r discipleship of Neki Rishi 

a “ 'aid L, L w,s r„“w;T h?" "i 

'• *.*. f. 322.. .... W-i 

p.119. ■ f. 08.; TH n. 

•«■. in. p. . 09 ; r.*-., 

• he was the H* • i r 

2- ^ f. 3>2..k. . P'" Shukru-d. 

^^‘'raent because^he^a-7''*^ ‘be bcRgar rfi i 

^■J^., f. 322b. ® be did not consider him.Mf . 

^•^•^•.023a. Mu.la(ir, f ^ bimself worthy of i., 

return all that thev h^A ^ays that Nelc? P • 

'• r;Vtr 

6 - ^.^.3 f. 324a; A.Ab . f 170 , ’ ’ ’ ’ ^•^., 

7- ml '• r.^., 
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uncompromising nature ; and whenever government tax 
collectors failed to extract revenue from the peasants, he was 
entrusted with the task.^ Once he happened to pass by the 
hermitage of Neki Rishi, who was feeding the cattle at the 
time. One of the animal took the share of another besides his 
own. Neki Rislji rebuked him and remarked : ^‘You too have 
become like Nauruz Mir that you oppress the weak and poor”. 
Nauruz on hearing this renounced the world and became the 
disciple of Neki Rishl.^ 

It is said that Neki Rishi in order to test Nauruz and to 
crush his pride, asked him to bring him something to eat 
bought from his lawful earnings. Nauruz went to his own 
village and worked there as a labourer, and later, from the 
money he earned, he bought bread for Ncki Rishi, who was 
pleased with him and directed him on the Rishi path.^ After 
his death, he was buried in the vicinity of the mausoleum of 
Bibi Sanga."^ 


Disciples of Latlfu^d-Dln 

Among the disciples of La/ifu’d-Din the best known were 
Pirbaz, Ladi Katur, Lachham, Ladi Gana^i, and Nuri Rishi. 
Pirbaz, who came from the viliage of Razwan, in the pargana 
of Achha;^ was only twelve years old when he came under the 
influence of ShaiM Nuru’d-Din.® When La/lf was told by the 
ShaiM to migrate to Uttar, Pirbaz was entrusted to him, and 
was under his guidance for many years. Later he settled at 


1. f. 359a; f. 178a; F.A*., f. 98a;/e.jVm., f. 120b; T.H., Ill, 

p. 159; T.K.y p. 118. 

2. A,Ab,, f. 178a; R.Nm,, ff. 120b.l21a; T.//., Ill, p. 169; T./T., p. 
118. 

Nasib says that he came intentionally to Neki and became his 
disciple (72.jV., f. 359a). Wahhab believes that Neki slapped the 
ai.imal who had taken the other’s share and Nauruz, impressed "'at this, 
renounced the world and became Neki’s disciple; F,K., f. 98a. 

3. 72.TV., f. 3G0a; A,Ab., f. 178a; T.H., HI. p. 160; 72.jV/w., f. 121b. 

4. 72.7V., f. 3ti0b; F.K., f. 98a; TM„ HI, p. 160; r.A*., p. 119. 

6. R.N,. f. 324a; f. 99a; T.//., Ill, p. 163; TK., p. 121. 

The pargana Achha is to the south of Srinagar. 

6, f. 321aj A.Ab.:^ f 91b; T.Az„ p. 70; T./T., p. 121, 
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Jutarpal.^ After some time he again came back to Uttar at the 
request of the people of that village,^ probably when La/lfu’d- 
Uin went to Poskar. 

It is said that two of his disciples did not accompany 
him to Uttar as they told him that the Rishi path demanded 
complete retirement from the world and they would have 
nothing to do with worldly people. Next morning when they 
got up they found that they had lost their beards. Believing 
IS to be due to the curse of their preceptor, they hurried to 
ini and asked for his pardon, which was granted.^ 

himself up to severe penances and, as 
for tK ^ not eat any kind of green vegetable 

wL bSTuL:?'"" »»»<= 

the ciKumlant^JT" and 

'd his ,Xh 7 It is said that he controU- 

etush them he '“''nte limit, and in order to 

"« eae exe™ his >'" ‘'““‘I. f'd 

rattro'd-Dln „as omir”i"’“ ‘‘“I’ "hen 

certain Rishi, feelinc austere penances, a 

drinking milk,-for the ^^^hr of secretly 

rather the colour of milk Lan? M 

'"hen Ladi broke his fa t he that Rishi that 

it. The Rishi did so and I ^tnd 

t 'Ofteined water mi„d wiTashes.™"' 

P; f 99a; T.H., m, p 

^nd Hasan,”Tt J"‘arpal, but according to W M 

p. 104 . “ ‘he vicinity of Uttar; FK f on® ^ '^ahhab 

f. 325b; ,t M , 0.0 ■ 

I'-» «,f.325b;rr ^ ■«. tit. P. 104; r.lf., p. 

h^26b;’ F^W 92^: f "J* P- 165.- T.K., p. ,31 

habitually drank water ‘he story b. r 

P122, '"“h ashes and salt; ^ ‘hat he 

•.t. 94a; T.K 
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It IS said that once a rich person named LadI Kachn 
from the village of Ghachihom, in the pargana of Zainm'r i 
came to La«fu’d-Dln and told him that he would like to adont 
a Rishi as he had no child of his own. La/ifu’d-Dm remarked 
that Rish IS were not sheep and he could not give him one. 
However, when Ladi Kachu insisted, Laafu’d-Din promised 
him that his request would be met after some time. One dav 
La/ifu’d-Din sent Ladi Katur to the village of Ghachihom for 
some other purpose and he stayed with Ladi Kachu who 
thought that he was sent by Latifu’d-Din according to his 
promise. Next morning, when Ladi Katur got up, he found 
the door locked on the outside. He knocked at the door h.u 
Lajl, Kachu .old hi„ ,ha. he »ouId allow him come 
only after he made the promise that he would stay there for 
ever. Ladi Katur, fearing he might miss his prayers, promised 
o do so. Later he sent a message to ;.his preceptor informing 
him what had happened. Laafu’d-Din then asked him to 
stay there, as thus both would fulfil their promises.^ Thus 
Ladi Kalur spent the rest of his life in the house of Ladi 

“hihl . <1>= village of 

Lacham Rishi also known as Najm Rishi,* became the 
guide of the Rishis at Poskar after the death of his preceptor 5 
Nothing IS known about his activities except that he used to 
^ep vigil throughout the night and kept fast continuously.® 
When he died he was buried near the tomb of La/lfu’d-Din 

Ladi Gana’i had sought permission from Lahfu’d-Dln to 
settle down at Jutarpal® but used often to come to see his 

1 . It received its present name from Zainii’i Xu'j- . 

miles to the north-east of Sopur 

5; ^ 327b; Rr., f. lOOa; T.H., III, p. leS; T.K., p. 123. 

7. R.N., f. 32(ia; F.K., f. lOOa; T.H., III n inn. 7 -rt 

■ 8 . fl.At., f. 326b; A.Ab. f 9 . 3 „. ? V7nu P’ ^^3. 

166jf. liob. yjD, i.«., HI, 
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preceptor at^ Poskar.^ On one such visit, while he was at 
os ar, he died. Before his death he made a will that he should 
e Jutarpal. Owing to heavy snowfall and rain, 

as urie at Poskar ; but next day his grave was found 

h^form^r n^issing. When La/lfu’d-Din was 

foiinH ^ t ^ Rishls that Ladl’s body would be 

‘"'yf-dehe 

Rishl.® He came disciple of La/lfu’d-Dln was Nurl 

0 fBiru,*andisbeUe”dtohav®?°'^”'‘'‘‘‘’°”' “ 

gcnce and piety.» After secvinc I “ of great intelli- 
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ms native place.® 

Nuri Rishi was one r -r^. 
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ing trees ; and was a source eV k ^ Planted the fruit bear- 
that he used to perform Fr’d *^0 'he poor." It is said 

pura (Singhpura) and afte the village Sikandar- 
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Many miracles are att,--u 
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2. /?../V., f, 326a«b5 ^»A.b f oo 

3 H ^ f- 99b; . f. 

3. ^asan and Miskin call hi 

T.fl.. r’jr"^ describing the 

4. A-.^..V.. 4;ar^:j; r-O^ ’’’• >22. bim Nuri Rishi; 

6. «.JV., f. 329a; A A6., f. Ooa/^o^"' ^67. 

0. Ill ' P-19'^; 

7. f. 329a; A.A6., f-f 9oa. 

167; r.ir., p.’isf’f. 41a; 

9. Cf. f. 329a, b- ^ HI, p. 

T.H,, III, p. 167; T/C n ’/* ^•‘5 f 

10. Wahhab calls him Haii!-' 

• f. 99b^ 
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decided to bury Jandi’s body. But to their surprise they found 
every pot in the house full of snakes and could not give it a 
funeral bath. Meanwhile Nuri Rishi arrived and they told 
him of this. He replied that this had happened because he had 
come to know spiritually of Jandi’s death and wanted person¬ 
ally to give him the funeral bath.^ 

When NQrl Rishi died he was buried at Lullpura.^ 
Mishka'a says that once he and Baba Nasib, the author of 
Rishi-Nama, were at Lulipura and the servant made the bed 
in such a way that their feet pointed towards the tomb of 
Nuri Rishi. Baba Nasib, called the servant and asked him to 
change the direction of the bed. Some one there remarked 
that it did not matter because he was a learned man and the 
Rishls were not, the implication being that the Baba was far 
superior to the Rishls, however pious they might be. The 
Baba replied that the ‘ulamn-i-znhir .were no comparison to this 
group of Rishls.3 

Nothing is known about the disciples of Nuri Rishi except 
Bahram Rishi who is mentioned in an anecdote about Nun 
Rishi. It is said that Bahram Rishi was given the task of 
looking after the garden of Null Rishi. One Friday, when 
Nuri was going to offer prayers, he asked Bahram to be on the 
lookout lest birds spoiled the fruits in his garden. Bahram 
thought deeply and came to the conclusion that by the garden 
his preceptor meant his fleshy body, and to be alert was to 
cleanse the self from impurities, and the birds signified 
‘'vvomen” ; so rather than to live under the apprehension of 
lustful desires he mutilated himself.*^ While he was doing this, 
Nuri Rishi cried out in the mosque. The people there thought 
that perhaps the im'dm had made some mistake. Nuri hurried 
back to his hermitage and found Bahram unconscious ; he 
recovered when Nuri Rishi carried him on his shoulders.^ 


1. /r.5., f. 41a; F./T., f. 99b; T.//., Ill, p. 167; T./T., p. 123. 

2 . AM,y f. 96a; K.S,, f. 41a; F.iT., f. 100a; T.//., Ill, p. 167; T./T., p. 
122 . 


3. A.Ab.t 95a. 

4. Gf. supra, p. 237. 

. 6. RM., ff. 330b.33la; AM., f. 95a‘b; F.K., f. 
T.K., p. 123. 


100 a; T.H., III, p, 168; 
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Disciples of Na^ru'd-Dln 

1 u ; Rama, whom Nasru’d-Din appointed his 

kha?j/a at the instance of Shai^A Nuru’d-Din,! earned his live- 
ihood by cultivating the land^ and urged his disciples to live 

like cultivators.® When he died he was buried near the 
mausoleum of his preceptor.^ 

‘ of Nasru’d-Din, Loll Rishi, came from 

e village of Chaku, in the pargana of Adavin.® It is said that 
he was squint-eyed and had crooked feet, andwhenhe mar td 

Lol, w T T' disabiUtief 

Loll was disappointed at the attitude of his wife sn h r 

her," and „e„, on pilgrtaage.> I, wa, there ihat ^'h'’ 

received a message from on hi<rh that hr* da , he 

Kaehtntr and there teeh guidance 

immediately returned and enrolled Wrr. ir ' ^ 

disciples of Nasru’d-Dm with who I ^ *he 

latter died.® ' remained until the 

Among the disciples of Loll Rida, , 

raoii Kishi are mentioned Rub] 

1 . See supra, p. 232. 

2. T.H., III, p. 170; T.K., p. ih 

Mishkatl and Wahhab sav that b,. trail 
Sion; A.Ab,, f. 81b; F.K., f. ml ^ some other profe,. 

3. T.H., HI. p. 170; T.K., p. 114 . 

4. F.K-., f. 101a; T.H., III, p. no- r.K., p. 114 

6 . T.Ks., f. 42a; f. 3091 ,. ^ ^^ ‘ 

r.*-., p. ,23. f- p, , 2 . ^ 

'K,Ks», f, 42a; T.Az.y p. 72* T PT ttt 

Some sources {R \ qiq ’ 171-2. 

say (hat when the nika^ ceremony was 2” \ f- USM 

Loh, laughed and refused to marry him t’ secin 

marriages are arranged and it is veL Kashmir even » 

are both present, face to face at ih ^ and brid 

,7. T.K.. f. .2., «,77., f. 3,0. i-‘ ;',f *" 

tm.. Ill, p. ,72. f. ,0,b, K.jr„ r , 

Miskati does not mention anythin^ ab ’ ’ 

that he went on the pilgrimage; d.dfr., but sa 

8 . r./r,., f. 42a.b;fl.JV., f. 310a;dd6 f oa ^ 

R.Nm., f. 116a; T.H., III, p. j,; - p. 73 . p 
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and Zainu/ the two brothers, who originally belonged to the 
village of Lajura, in the pargana of Ghirat.- Both of them are 
said to have been pious and chaste from their early youth.^ 
Rubl^ is said to have been killed by an army of Kash^/iar,^ 
which invaded Kashmir.® Zainu succeeded Loll, after his 
death.*^ 

Many miracles are attributed to Zainu Rishi.® Once he 
sent one of his disciples to Thana® to fetch salt. While his 
disciple was returning, he slipped at Pir-Panjal and in anger 
abused his guide. Zainu Rishi miraculously appeared there, 
his face covered, and helped the disciple. When the latter 
reached Kashmir, Zainti asked him why had he abused him ? 
The disciple was surprised that he knew about it, but Zainu 
told him that it was he who gave him a helping hand. The 
disciple asked his pardon, which was granted.^® When Zainu 
Rishi died, he was buried beside Loli Rishi at Chrar.^^ 

Zainu Rishi is said to have had many disciples^^ including 
Gangl Rishi and Mirl Rishi,^® but we are told nothing about 
their activities. 

1. Hasan gives their names Ripur and Ripi {T.H., III, p. 172), and 
Miskin, Ranbur and Ribl and says that the latter was also called 
Ruknu*d-Dln; T.K,, p. 124. 

2 . R.N,y f. 30la, b; A.Ab,, f. 96a-b; f. 73b; F,K,, 101b. 

3. Ibid., T.H., III, p. 172. 

4. Wahhab and Mattu say Zainu was killed; F./T., f. 102a;ff. 
Il6b-ll7a. 

6 . Perhaps the sources refer to Mirza Haidar’s invasion, who came with 
the army of Kash^/iar in 1632. 

6 . A.Ab,, f. 96b; i? JV., f. 310b. It is said that the horse of Lol! once fled 
and RubI went to search, but was caught by the Kash^/iar army. Rub! 
raised his hands to pray to the Almighty for his release, but the army 
thought he prayed for their destruction and in anger put him to 
death. 

7. R.N., f. 311a; A,Ab., f. 96b; K.S., f. 37b. 

8 . Gf. ibid., f. 311a; ibid., f. 96b; ibid., f. 38a. 

9. In the vicinity of the Punch Valley. 

10. RM., f. 311a; A.Ab.y f. 96b; K.S„ f. 38a. 

11. Ibid. 

12. R N., f. 3lla; AM,, f. 96b. 

13. .4,^6., f. 96b. 
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The above account of the disciples of Shai/j/j Nuru’d-Din 
and their followers, shows that the four main centres of their 
activities were at Bamuzu, 'Aish-Maqam, Paskor and Chrar. 
From these centres the Rishi teachings spread to other parts of 
the Valley. The order continued to flourish in the reigns of 
Akbar (1556-1605) and Jahangir (1605.1627). Both Abu’l- 
Fa^P and Jahangir^ noticed as many as two thousand Rishis 
in Kashmir. Although the custodians of the tombs of these 
Rishis saints still call themselves Rishi saints, they do not lead 
t e ascetic and celibate life of their famous predecessors. 

Rishi PvcLclicBs and Philosophy 


e Rishis practices and philosophy of life differed in 
many ways from those of the other Muslim saints of Kashmir 
n fact the peculiarity of their way of life and thinking attract 
e t ^ attention of many chroniclers and hagiologlsts to defin 
t eir 1 entity. Thus Abu’1-Fa-^l writes : “The most respectp t 
class of people in this country (Kashmir) are the Rishls^a 
t ough they have not abandoned the traditional and custr. 
mary of woiship {taqlid)^ but they are true in their 

j denou nce men belonging to different f aiths 

ey o not have the tongue of desire, and do not Seeled 
o worldly objects. They plant fruit-bearing tree^ 

or er t at people may obtain benefit from these. They absf 
from meat and do not marry^’i. 


Jahangir corroborates Abu’hFa^l. He says : ‘‘Alth 
they have not acquired learning and ma’n/a, they live a 
and unostewatious life. They criticize nobody and alw'"' 
no mg rom anyone. They neither eat meat nor marrv 
always plant fruit-bearing trees in uninhabited parts J 
people may be benefited by them. But they themselves 

1. A.A., II, p. 170. ^ 


2 . Tuzuk-ujahangiriy p. 302. 

3. The published text has ‘‘Brahmans* *, which does not fit m 

and ts probably an emendation by a copyist who did ‘ t f 
word nsAt, which occurs in the manuscript copy used by Ro 
Tiliuk-r-Jahangm., Eng. tr. Rogers. II, p. 149. n. 4. Cf 

4. A,A^y II, p. 170. 
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hope to reap any advantages from these trees^’.^ 

The Kashmiri Iiaglologlsts also extol the asceticism and 
unworldly life which the Rishis led. Baba Dawud /T^aki writes 
that a Rishi is one who is an ascetic, is disciplined, and leads 
a life different from other saints. He is free from all worldly 
pleasures.^ Baba Na§ib, describing the Rishis’ way of life in a 
long poem, says that they are gracious to the pious and are 
men of pure heart. Their presence has turned Kashmir into a 
heaven. Cutting themselves away from all worldly relation¬ 
ship, they neither marry nor bother themselves with a family 
life. Piety is their \s\\irqa\ their nights are devoted to worship 
and during the day they fast incessantly. Haying abandoned 
all worldly desires they have succeeded in controlling their 
carnal lusts.^ 

Baba Dawud Mishkatl, endorsing the earlier hagiologists, 
compares the way of ShaiA:/i NuruM-Din’s life with the celebra¬ 
ted mystic of Islam, Hasan al-Basri.^ ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab identi¬ 
fies a Rishi as one who is pious, an ascetic and recluse. Having 
abandoned worldly desires, he is devoted to piety and asceti¬ 
cism. He strives to purify his carnal self, to cleanse his heart 
and to illuminate his soul.® 

According to Bahau’d-Din Mattu, the Rishis of Kashmir 
were famous for their devotion to Divine unity, and for killing 
their carnal desires. Although they retire to caves, they illumi¬ 
nate them with the light of their spiritual attainment. Having 
abandoned the society of mankind, they do not even bother 
about food or sleep. They eat bitter greens ( upalh^k) and when 
others sleep they busy themselves with meditation upon 
God.® 

The testimony of both Kashmiri and non-Kashmiil sour¬ 
ces leave us with no doubt that the piety and asceticism of the 
Rishis has left a deep imprint upon the minds of the Kashmiris 

1. Tiizuk-i-JahdngJrtf p. 302. 

2 . Rishi'Ndmd, ff. 8b-9a, 66b. 

3. R.R., f. 127a-b. 

4. A.Ab.^ ff. 64b-66a. 

6 . F.K*., 82b. 

6 . R.Nm,, f, lOa-b. 
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and others who came into contact with them.^ 

The anecdotes relating to the Rishis tend to indicate that 
during the period under review, their way of life passed thro^ 
ugh two marked stages, although these stages are not mutuall 
exclusive. In the first stage they confined themselves to th^ 
life of asceticism and meditation in lonely places. ^ 

second stage some of them, such as Nandi Rishi,^ accept ^ 
gifts in the form of land for the sake of obtaining a comfortabl 
living for their future followers. This group seems to ha 
devoted themselves to planting trees and otherwise serving 
people disinterestedly and dispassionately. ^ 

Unlike the other Muslim saints of Kashmir, they did n 
concern then.sdvcs >.i,I, preaching and teaching the faith 
Isianr.- Not were they eager,„ bring the nobler or rulers 
their influence. They generally did not bother themselves wh,'^ 
acquiring theological knowledge and were no, interesmd 
discussions and debates.^ NnmVi r>- c , ^ 

admit that he had not acquired fo , n T ‘t- 

and wished to do penance fer1t r”n of 

AUl inis sin oi omission.® 

on the^piTa'Jil'eva'tchinttf b'‘'‘'ror ““'“ly 

adopted from .!« ti,n::t;BVl./?t I- t'lf" ^ad 

the pranajama or control of tho K < 1 ? 

N.tha yogis, had greatly developed.s Td^d ITdtt d^ 

1. Cf. A.N., III, p. 649. 

2 . See supra, p. 242. 

3 . Cf. supra, p. 213. Nuru’J-Dln’g 

4. Cf. supra, p. 219. dement, 

5. Cf. KhaM, Rishi-MamS, ff. 9 a, 7 ^^ 3 , 

266, • See also supra, pp. 233 - 4 , 247 

6. It is said that once one Maul- ^ 

began to reproach him for came to NUru’d-Din 

guilty, declaring that he had reall'"® *'’“erate. Naru’d-Din pfo 

that he had become a recluse so ignorance 

i?.JV., fF. 172b-73a. might do penance for v’ 

Cf. Rizvl, “Sufis and Natha v • • ' 

The Journal of the Oriental Societv Northern Tr,ei. 

p. 129. ^'>stralia. VII, Decemh 

Ibid. December 


7. 


8 . 
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religious or theological knowledge, but was mainly based on 
the techniques of meditation which were current among the 
Saivlte yogis of Kashmir. All they seem to have added to the 
Natha yogic framework was the name of Allah or huwa. 

The thought that essentially underlines the Rishls’ philo¬ 
sophy is the control of carnal desires. They considered carnal 
desires as their enemy and maintained that they should be 
controlled and crushed at all costs. In pursuit of this goal 
every kind of physical hardship was imposed and accepted.^ 
The following anecdote well represents the high value the Rishis 
placed upon the subjugation of the baser instincts. It is said 
that Shai^A Nuru’d-Din, once hearing a man boasting that he 
had killed his enemy, approached him and said : “Alay the 
blessings of God be upon you for killing your enemy and des¬ 
troying him. I have long been trying to destroy my enemy 
but in vain. Whom did you kill ?” one of my relatives,” 
replied the man. Nuru’d-Din took a deep sigh and remarked r 

I thought you had killed your true enemy, your nafs (carnal 
self)’’.2 

The Rishi attitude towards marriage and family life was 
similarly conditioned by the desire to achieve a very high 
standard of asceticism. If a man, before becoming a Rishi, was 
married, he abandoned his wife, children and other relations. 
The Rishis thought that women are a great hindrance to their 
pursuit of perfection.^ It is said that Saiyid Haji Murad,^ a 
Kubravl saint, was, very friendly with a Rishi, but when he told 
his Rishi friend about his intention to marry, the latter dis¬ 
approvingly remarked that the married life was not at all com¬ 
patible with the life of a saint. And when Saiyid Murad married 
the Rishi ceased to visit him.^ 

The Rishi dress and diet equally reflected their philosophy 
of controlling the carnal desires. Their dress was simple, often 

1. Cf. supra, pp. 218-9, 222, 262, 

2. R.N., f. 161a. 

3. Gf. supra, pp. 237, 2C6-7. 

4. See for his biography, supra, pp. 143-4, ‘ * 

6. A.Ab.^ f. 100b; T,H,, 111, p. 41, 
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consisting of i\o more than’mats of'split reed. Some of them 
even used to wear the yogi dfess.^ Their diet was strictly vege¬ 
tarian. RQpi Rishi was asked by his preceptor^ Regl Rishi, to 
leave his abode, because RQpi had allowed another Rishi to 
eat fish.2 Generally they used to eat wild vegetables, especially 

upalhaky which grows in abundance in Kashmir and. is bitter 
in taste. 

They believed that even fresh grass was endowed with 
life and some of them*, as we have seen, abstained even from 
eating fresh vegetables.^ Nuru’d-Din is also said to have given 
up walking on green grass.<i The Rishi doctrine of not harming, 
others seems to have been very well known in Kashmir. It is 
said that Payamu’d-Din Rishi, before entering the Rishi path, 
was oncejourneying on horseback. On the road he abruptly 
came to a halt.^ When questioned by his servant as to* the 
reason, he replied : ‘‘The ants are moving on the path, and 

they might be destroyed”. The servant remarked: “It seems 

you will become a Rishi”® 


The foregoing discussion clearly shows that the Rishis’- 

ascetic habits, their reminciation of the world and abstinence 

from flesh to such a degree, rather resembled the ways of Hindu 

ascetics and Buddhist monks than of the Sufis. Some of the 

Sufis did not marry at all and avoided eating meat. But 

those who immigrated to Kashmir from Persia and Central 
Asia lived a normal life. They etered th^ rr '-central 

and organised khdnqah life on the Iranian 

the Rishis’ way of life seem preposterous i^ their eves & 
them were horrified at Rishi practices and « Some of 
violating the laws of sharVa and sunna^ ccused them of 


It is said that when Mir Muham 
ShaifcA Nuru’d-Din, he asked him the 

1. See supra, pp. 243, 263. 

2. See supra, pp. 266-7. 

3. See supra, pp. 227, 262. 

4. ff. 161b-l62a; A.Ab., f. 46 a. 

6. /J.W., f. 308a; R^Nm., f, IWa-b. 

6 . Gf. Kh^kl, Rishi-Ndmi^ f. 77 ^^ 7 -j^ jjj 


mad Hamadani visited 
reason for his not eating 


pp. 134-5, 
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meat when the sharVa permitted it. Nuru’d-Din countered this 
question with a simple answer : “In our religion cruelty is 
prohibited, therefore killing is not allowed^’.^ Similarly Baba 
Dawud Mishkatl, himself a distinguished Kubravl, saint of the 
seventeenth century, observed that many RishX practices such 
as taking ashes for food were incompatible with the laws of 
religion.2 But for several centuries the Rishis did not give up 
their ascetic habits and were criticised from time to time by the 
orthodox.^ 

Causes of Differences between the Rishis and other Kashmir Sufls 

The reasons for the differences in approach to religious 
and social questions between the Rishis and other Kashmir X 
Sufis are rooted in the past history of Sufism. Sufism, from 
the times of Abu Sa’xd bin Abu’l--K*Aair dowm to the rise of 
Shaii/i ‘Ala’u’d-Daula Simnanx to prominence, exhibits two 
dificrent attitudes towards life : the Sufi as an ascetic and the 
Sufi as a missionary. In India, too, the Chistis in the thir¬ 
teenth and fourteenth centuries preferred to lead a life of asce¬ 
ticism and encouraged their disciples to lead a pious and 
moral life.^ The SuhrawardXs on the other hand, although 
they did not ignore piety and ethical values, took part in 
politics and tried to make reforms in Muslim society through 
official channels.^ 

As has already been pointed out, the Sufis of Iran who 
influenced orthodoxy in Kashmir belonged to the school of 
‘Ala’u’d-Daula Simnani, and thus found themselves duty-bound 
to missionary activity. As foreigners, they had neither local 
sympathies nor knowledge of the society and way of life of 
Kashmiris. The Rishis, on the other hand, were children of 
the soil, and though converted to Islam were sympathetic to 
the mystic traditions of the country. With no knowledge of 

1. f.;236a.b. 

2. Ibid., f. V2a. 

3. Gf, supra, p. 273. 

4. Cf. Rizvi, Muslim Revivalist Movements in Northern India in the Sixteerith 
and Seventeenth Centuries, p. 17ff. 

5. Gf. infra, p. 278, n. 2^ 
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Arabic and Persian, or with little acquaintance with them 
they drew their inspiration from the local environment. 

The political activities of the immigrant Sufis and their 
Kashmiri followers appeared to the Rishis essentially contra¬ 
dictory to Sufism as they understood it. Their concent of 
sufism was fundamentally identical with the traditions which 
had long been known and accepted in Kashmir through the 
practices of Hindu and Buddhist mystics. ^ 

The two different attitudes thus made theim^.i,.. 
rent. With such a. difference in basic 
inevitable that conflict between two opposing attituZ'’ i 
become a latent ingredient of the Kashmiri sLial plerL^"" 
Even in the second stage of their 

Rishis began to accept gifts of land and other'"J^rttlv^f'''' 
they generally concentrated their effortc ^ favours, 

cause of mankind in general and not Muslims^^r 
difference in the auUude ot Rishis and „“t?e 

the religious and social problems made them"',I'fr‘'''‘'"'" ““ 

each other. different from 


CHAPTER VIII 


THE IMPACT OF SUFISM 

From the reign of Sul/an Qu^bu’d-Din an increasing 
number of Muslim scholars and saints were attracted to 
Kashmir because of the patronage offered by the succeeding 
Sul/ans.^ The Naqshbandi and Qadiri saints were few in 
number, and it was left to the Suhrawardi and Kubravi saints 
to make the influence of their teachings and practices felt upon 
the political, religious and social developments in the country. 

The tradition of mixing with the rulers and taking part 
in political affairs was established by the early Suhrawardi^ 
and Kubravi^ saints. They believed that by associating 
themselves with royal courts, they could change the outlook of 
rulers. y! 

These traditions determined the attitude of the Suhra¬ 
wardi and Kubravi saints of Kashmir. Besides occupying 
religious positions such as that of qaz'i and Shai]shuU-‘Islam, 
some of them held high posts in the administration, including 

that of waz'lr, and they also served as ambassadors.'^ They 
visited the nobles and the royal court; established matrimonial 
alliances with leading nobles and the ruling house. They 

1. “Many Yavanas**, Jonaraja writes, ‘*lcft other sovereigns and took 
shelter under this king [Sul/an Sikandar] who was renowned for 
charity, even as bees leave the flowers and settle on elephants.** R»Xi., 
p. 67. 

2. The Suhrawardi attitude towards the princes may be judged by the 
fact that Shdiikh Shihabu’d-Din Suhrawardi had dedicated two 
of his works to the Caliph Al-Naslr (575-622/1180-1265). Cf. Encyclo¬ 
paedia of Islam, IV, p. 506. Shsiikh Bahau’d-Din Zakariya (d. 1262), 
one of the disciples of Shai/:/i Shihabu*d-Din Suhrawardi, who lived 
in Muhan, supported Iltutmish (1210-36) in extending his political 
prestige and authority in the country— Siydru*l~^Arifin, pp. 112-13, 

3. Gf. supra, pp. 36, 38. See also Tazkiratu'l-Shu^ra, p. 281, 

4* See supra, pp. 141, 146-6, 


in Kashmir 

d atblcd in r-oliiics ard cn many occasions Mxre exiled from 
the country.! 

( As already pointed out, the population of the country 
was predominantly H.ndu; therefore concord between Muslims 
and non-Muslims was an urgent political necessity Sul/5n 
auibu’d-Din, realising this, declined to allow religion consi¬ 
derations to affect his conduct of state. He refused to . ” 

hinrselfwith the activities of Sai,id .Al,. r^rSfto Ihe SaS 

resentment.oaiyid s 

But the influence of the Sufis on the politics of Kashmir 
became very pronounced during the reign of Sul/an Sikand^J 
who had a profound love and veneration for saints and divil 
nes. It was during his reign, under the influence of Mir 
Muhammad, that the interests of the state were conf.i.ort • i 

the demands of orthodox Islam.* Mir Muhammad’s inau'™* 

he state policy may be measured by the fact that he had 

After Sikandar 'Ml Shih (1413-20) came to the throne 
He was also of a rehgtous bent of mind and even decided to 
give up the throne in order to perform the Dilprimo 

Mecca.® During his reign non-Muslims were aeain^o, 
to harassment because of Suha Bhatta,’ who hnrt 
Islam through Mir Muhammad. accepted 

Although Zainn’l-’Abidin (1420-70) showed great regard 

1. See supra, pp. 146, 149. 

2. Cf. supra, p. 49. 

3. Jonaraja writes : »it was perhaps owing to the sins or n, n 

the king [Sikandar] had a fondness for the Yavanas !“.''jects that 

4. Seesupra, pp. 134ff... p. 67. 

6. “The Brahmanas, the supporters of the world ” writ t 

taken refuge of Ratnakara in order to preserve , “had 

little Brahmana, became the favourite of SuhaKior^ this 

dina [Muhammad Hamadani], the great guru of v'^' Malanod- 
Ratnakara would rise in rebellion andwused . ^^^red that 

R-Tj., pp. 67-68. ^ him to be arrested,” 

6. Ibid., p. 71; T.Ks,, f. I6a, 

7. Cf. ibid., pp, 68-69, 
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for both the Sufis and the ^ulanid} he prevented their interfer¬ 
ence in the administration of the country. He was conscious 
that the government needed a broader base of support, so he 
set about winning the confidence and co-operation of every 
possible element of the population. Jonaraja writes : ‘‘As the 
lion does not attack other animals in the peaceful hermitage of 
saints, so the Turuskas, who were much alarmed, did not 
oppress the Brahmanas as they had done before.”^ But this 
religious tolerance of Zainu’l-‘Abidin did not appeal to the 
orthodox, who held that it was implemented only for the frivo¬ 
lous purpose of humouring all the nations of the world.^. 

Soon after the death of Zainu’U*Abidin, orthodoxy once 
again achieved supremacy in the country during the reign of 
Suhan Haidar Shah (1470-72). Non-Muslims, writes Shrivara, 
“at the instigation of the mlechchas [Muslims]^’ were persecu¬ 
ted.^ These “mlechchas” could not be common Muslims, who 
would have no access or influence at the court, but must have 
been the ^Ulama and the Sufis who were already there. 

After the death of Hasan Shah (1472-84), the Baihaqi 
Saiyids dominated politics of the country for many years. As 
already pointed out, in 1579 they even seized the throne.of 
Kashmir.® 

The Sufis had much influence on the administration not 
only because they associated themselves with the court, but. 
also because on many occasions defeated princes® and nobles 
out of favour approached them and asked for their blessing.^ If 
ever pretenders acquired power, they thought themselves bound 
to follow the.saints’ whims. 

The conversion of the Hindu population of Kashmir to 

1. ,Cf. R.Ts., p. 222. 

2. p. 77. 

3. Gf. Tari'k\i‘i-Rash\di, p. 434. Some Kashmir! sources assert that the 
progress of Islam in Kashmir was hindered by the policy of Zainu’l- 
‘Abidln. Gf. T,Ks„ f. I6a-b; B.S., f. 49a-b, 

4. R,Ts»i p. 196. 

5. See supra, p. 148, 

6. See supra, p. 24, n. 2. 

7? Cf. ff, SOb'^fav 
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Islam is ascribed by the modern Muslim scholars^ to the mis¬ 
sionary activities of the Sufis while non-Muslim scholars^ 
generally attribute it to the persecution of rulers such as Suhan 
Sikandar. The contemporary works, however, do not make 
any specific reference to the conversion of non-Muslims to 
Islam during the period under review. Stray references of 
conversion recorded in political and hagiological works do 
little to illustrate the process. 

The influence of the SuFis on the religion of the people of 
Kashmir cannot be rejected outright. They arrived in Kashmir 
With the purpose of preaching and teaching Islam.^ The 
Islamization of Kashmir had started before the arrival of Sai- 
yid ^Ali Hamadani^ and his followers. The advent of the Saiyid 
accelerated the process. The establishment of the khanqahs 
helped the dissemination of Islamic spiritual and intellectual 
values. Their establishment at important Hindu centres such 
as Avantipura, Vijabror, Mattan, Sopur and Srinagar, suggests 
the Sufis were prepared to face Hindu religious and intellectual 
challenges. There the Sufis demonstrated their own way of 
life and the doors of some khnnqdlhs such as those of Saiyid 
Husain® and Pir Haji Muhammad® were open to all classes of 
people. The interest of some Sufis’^ in the welfare of the people 
in general must have also helped them to attract non-Muslims 
to their kh^nqnhs, providing them with an opportunity to con¬ 
vert the non-Muslims to Islam. 

The advent of the Muslim saints was also indirectly res¬ 
ponsible for including the non-Muslims to embrace Islam. 
Before the arrival of the Sufis the Brahmans enjoyed royal 
patronage, but the presence of the Muslim saints led to the 
gradual decline of their authority in the political and economic 

1. Gf. Mufti Muhammad Shah, Bulbul-Shdh Sahib, p. 8: Sufi. Kashmir T 
pp. 81 ff; Muhibbu’l-Hasan, Sultans, p. 236.' 

2. Cf. Wolsely Haig, The Cambridge History of India, HI, p. 280* Ferguson 

Kashmir, p. 32. ^ 6 > 

3. Cf, supra, p, 43, Saiyid ‘All’s statements, 

4. Cf. supra, p. 21. 

5. See supra, p. 114. 

6. See supra, p. 117. 

7. See supra, p. Il4, 
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Iti'an?.';: 

Thus To -• were relegated to the backoround 

gave up Z^elS*’"”"’' 7'""““ “'‘P'oP'e of o;he°r ca.sei 

wheJltlaSIV"'' T '“P™">>le for establishing ,„ng,a,as, 

Of the earlier to common Muslims, 

ut he ca.l Cl madrasas established in Kashmir the most imoor 

However thf i ^ ^ commentaries. 

knowledge in alT brancr'" ”'tT’ 
founded by ShaiM Km-> 

flocked evL frn T ^ Kubravi. To this madrasa students 
estabhshed library attached to it, and a big congre<rational 
r„Z:;XdT'' »P='=.oga.o;y, were 

. The continuous waves of Muslim saints, imraigralincr 

a™e”troTKih 7""'“' """ kound lo inliuenee lire 

ociety of laashmir m many ways. They brought about a great 

transformatton in the life of the Kashmir, people, both the 

Hindu influence, which was dominant in the court, began 
o echne. Sanskrit, which had received royal patronage for 
many years, was replaced by Persian. The Baihaqi Saiyids 

Slinv^a great influence in the court, in the words of 
<? i. ■ »D learned in the vernacular and in 

anskrit. Plowever, Sanskrit continued to be the literary 

1. Cf.i?.rj.,p. 67 . 

2. Ibid., p. 60. 

!' nf" ’ P- T.H.. Ill, P. 151. 

. ... p. 63; fl.X, f. 381b; A.Ab., f. 122b; T.H.. Ill, p. 163. 

6. See supra, p. 122. 

6. D.S., pp. 63, 64; R.J^., f, 381b. 

7. See supra, p. 126. 

8. T,Ks,^ f. 22b; D,S,^ p, 63, 

9. R.Ts,, p. 268. 
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language of the Hindu elite, but was nevertheless affected by 
an influx of many Arabic and Persian words. 

The non-Muslims, who discovered that their prospects of 
employment and promotion were likely to improve by a kno w- 
Icdge of .the Persian language, set themselves to the task of 
learning it. This imbued them with a taste for Persian poetry 
and Sufism. Bhattavatara, a scholar of Zainu’l-*Abidin’s ;time, 
who was enamoured of Firddusl’s Shnh’-Ndmll^ composed the 
Jainavildsa containing the sayings of the Suhan.^ Shrivara 
translated Jaml’s TusufiZ^lai]s}\a and entitled it KathU^Kauluka,^ 
Moreover, interest in Persian literature must have made it 
easier for non-Muslims to understand and appreciate the faith 
of their rulers. 

However, in course of time Hindu society was split into 
two groups—the Persian-speaking Hindus, who were called 
kdrkuny and the Sanskrit-speaking, who were called pandits,^ 
This resulted in the families of Sanskrit-studying and Persian- 
studying Hindus not mteimari)ing but foiming endogamous 
groups.^ This situation must have embarrassed many Hindus, 
who had learnt Persian for economic reasons. 

The Persianisation of the administration gradually ushe¬ 
red in an era of cultural conquest. Although Suhan Qu^bu’d- 
Dm refused to promote the missionary activities of Saiyid ‘All, 
he nevertheless gave up dressing in the Hindu fashion on his 
advice.^ From Jonaraja’s account it appears that by the time 
of Suhan Sikandar, Hindus too adopted Muslim dress.® Besides 
dress, the diet of the Kashmiris also underwent a change. It is 
said that some Hindus started eating beef in the company of 
Muslims.*^ Shuka writes : “It was on account of the association 

1. iJ.rj., p. 136. 

2. Published at Bombay in 1901. Vide Safi, Kashmir, I, p. 167. 

3. Buhler, “Tour in Search of Sanskrit Manuscripts”. Ifotirnal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society (Bombay Branch). 1877, p. 20; Madan, Family and Kin- 
ship, pp. 22-23. 

4. Buhler, op. cit., p. 20. 

6. B.S., f. 23b} T.Km., f. 91b. 

6. Cf. R.V-’ P- 

7. R.Ts., pp. 234-36, 319, 
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of the people [Hindus] with the Turuskas that they did not give 
up ihcir fondness for dress, land and food, the last of which 
1 ought punishment on them, in as much as they had to place 
themselves under medical treatment.”^ 

Lamenting over these changes Jonaraja remarks : “As 
the wind destroys the trees, and the locusts the shali crop, so 
did the Yavanas destroy the usages of Kashmira.”2 Similarly. 
Shrivaia ascribes the misfortunes of the people of Kashmir to 
their acceptance of changes in their way of life.s But these 

protests were in vain; the inHuence of Persian culture went on 
increasing day by day. 

The popularity of Sufism made the Kashmiri Muslims 
increasingly gullible and credulous. The growing charlatanism 
in Sufism brought about considerable confusion among the 
Sufis themselves. Both living and dead saints came to be 
recognised as endowed with great miraculous powers. The 
graves of the saints became constant centres of pilgrimage for 
all classes of Kashmiri Muslims, who thronged there to obtain 
spiritual blessings for the fulfilment of their wishes and vows. 
AJany people whom living saints were not able to impress were, 
in times of crisis and difficulty, attracted to the tombs of the 
saints.^ 

The Sufis, however, were a great force in maintaining 
the framework of Sunni social and religious order intact. They 
not only challenged the deeply entrenched traditional religion 
of Hinduism but also made efforts to counteract Isna ‘Asharl 
Shf’ism, which was introduced into Kashmir by Mir Sharasu'd- 
Din Traqi. He was born in the village of Kund near Sol^/ian,® 
and his father, Ibrahim, was a Musavl Saiyid while his mother 
belonged to a Saiyid family of Qazvin.® He seems to have 
received a good education and he became the disciple of Shah 

1. Rajatarangini, Eng. Tr. Dutta, p. 380. 

2. R.Tj,, p. 67. 

3. R.Ts.y p. 235. 

4. Gf. Lawrence, The Valley of Kashmir, pp. 286*87. 

5. Tuhfatu'l'Ahbdb, Ms., p. 3. Mirza Haidar says that he was born in 
Talish. Tarikh’i-Rashidif p. 435. 

6. Tu({fatuH-A(jibdb, p. 3. 
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Q,asim,i the son and successor of Saiyid Muhammad NurbaA:^. 

sh. The Mir was the author of a treatise on Shl'ism, entitled 
Fiqh‘i-Ahwat,^ 

Mir Shamsu’d-Din entered the service of Suhan Husain 
Mirza (1469-1506) of Herat, who deputed him as his envoy to 
the court of Sultan Hasan Shah (1472-84) of Kashmir ® He 
arrived there in 1481 and stayed for about eight years* ' 

according to the Sunni authors,® Mir 
Shamsu d-Din did not declare himself a Shi'i but became a 

tocipUofthe Kubravl saint ShaiWIsma'lI. It seems that the 

Mtr had realaed that without p„pari„g the ground in 
advanee it was not advisable for him to embark on the propa- 
puon of his creed. However, he was secretly active and 

Shkh LTeirMh thltSd'D- r r "r 

tT • It,. -- J back with ffifts <r> <?nt/5n 

Husain Mirza.’ The Mirz5 fnr ^ oultan 

‘Iraqi from his servirta 8 u ’ known, dismissed 

Shah Q,asim.» But, urged bv sLi, n- preceptor, 

’ ^ ^ Q-asim to preach Shi'Ism 

1. Ibid., p. 3; Shuka, RdjataranginL p 339 

2. TufifatuH-Ahbdb,p 13* rdrikh ; * 

. , P. 13, rankh.,./2a./Hdf, p. 435; r.iT.., f. 25a; 

3. TubfatuH-Afibdb, p. 13- r <• oi 

Aslam and Hasan (G.ai, f.’lSOb; P- 

in Kashmir in 892/1486. But thi *' '* ’ arrived 

Hasan of Kashmir was dead. wrong as by this time SultSn 

4. T.Ks., f. 21b; B.S., ff. 60b-6la; T.Az o 67 
6 . r-Ks., f. 21b; K.5., f. 59b; MA f 5 ^ 

F.K., f. 80a; r.H., II, p. i92;iii p P’ ^.A., f. 139a; 

6. T.Ks., f. 23a-b; T.Az., pp. 67 75 .’ g j f f 

p. 148 . These sources assert that Baba ‘aV “’ 

therefore was easily trapped by ‘Ip” ' ' educated and 

7. T.Ks., {.21b; B.5.,f.60b; T Az n ' 67 ^ 

p. 192. P- G..4.. f. 139,. 

8 . It is suggested by some authorities (T K, r no 

f. 139a; T.H., II, p. 199) that Sultan Mirza P' ®®5 G.A., 

of his religious views. Had it been so tb’’^cause 
employed him in the first instance. * ^ Mirza would not have 

9. TuJjfatu'l-AIjibdbt p. ^ 
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in Kashmir,^ Mir Shamsu’d-Dln arrived there for the second 
lime in 1501.2 

ShaiA:/f Isma'il Kubravl had by now retired to seclusion 
and his place had been taken by Baba ‘All Najar.^ The Baba 
received the Mir warmly and even handed over his disciples 
to him.^ But it was the conversion of Musa Raina, one of the 
leading nobles of the time, to Shfism that facilitated the 
activities of the Mir in Kashmir. Musa Raina gave him moral 
and material support and built a khangah for him at Jadibal,® 
in Srinagar. 

The rise to power of Saiyid Muhammad Baihaqi the 
wazir of Muhammad Shah (II, 1493-1505), upset the plans of 
the Mir. Saiyid Muhammad was strongly opposed to Mir 
Shamsu’d-Din,® and the later, finding his stay in Kashmir 
difficult, emigrated to Askardu (or SkarduJ in LadaA:/i.'^ 
There he converted a large number of Buddhists to his 
creed.® 

Meanwhile Fath Shah seized the throne for the second 
time in 1505 and he appointed as his wozir, Musa Raina,® who 
invited Mir Shamsu’d-Din back to Kashmir from Askardu.^® 
With the support of Musa Raina the Mir converted a large 
number of non-Muslims to Shi’lsm.^^ The destruction of tem¬ 
ples was once again started.^2 Shuka writes : ‘‘According to 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


4. 

5. 


6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

IKio. 

11 . 

12 . 


Ibid , p. 17. 

B.S., f. 72a. 

T.Ks., f. 23a-b; T.Az^^ p. 75; G.A., f. 14 2a. 

Ibid. 

T,Ks., f. 24a; TKm., f. 153a; T.Az., p. 77; G./l., f. 142a; T,H.y II, 
p. 190, III, p. 201. It is said that the ]sh.dnqdh was built on the founda¬ 
tion of a temple which already existed there and was destroyed on the 
advice of ‘Iraqi. 

Tufifaiu'l-Altbdby pp. 63«*6 4; B,S , 71a. 

Ibid., p. 64; Ibid., if. 71a, 77a; T.Az.y p. 77; T.T/., II, p. 199. 
TuhfatuH-Abbdb, p. 64. 

B S,y ff. 71b-75b; TKm.y f. I07a-b. 

Ibid., f. 78a; Ibid., f. 107b; G.A.y f. 142a; T,H,, II, p. 199. 

B.S.y f. 80b; T.Km.y f. 108a; T.H.y II, p. 199. 

Wherever there were temples, says the author of B.S,, and Haidar 
Malik, they were razed to the ground and mosques built in their 
places. 5.5',, flf. 78b, SOa; T.Km.y f, 108a. 
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Merashcsha’s [Mir Sliamsu’d-Dln] advice, Somachandra 
[Musa Raina] arrested men belonging to temples, confiscated 
lands of the Brahmans and gave them to Merashesha’s servants 
...The gods then deserted their images, for otherwise how 
could men plunder their temples 

In 1517 Muhammad Shah came to the throne for the 

appointed Kaji Chak as his wazlr, Kaji 
hak was also a strong supporter of the Mir and helped him 

o esta IS I ism firnily in Kashmir. All the leading nobles 
at the court had by now embraced Shi’ism.^ 

Shrism in Kashmir, some 

Irres^L A ‘he ‘ulama united 

ShaiM FathXi”the stn^ofSh -ITt’ 

ted the r^vo f- ShaiA/s Isma il Kubravi. He resen- 

sai m havl^r a?:;”"" " 

him of deviating from the Shamsu’d-Din accusing 

activities, Kaji Chak confi In order to suppress his 

gea .o leiye °“‘- 

this time from i™<£ ^'8^1”"'j *““* ""'''a in Kashmir by 

however, left to the lot of Sh Preaching.5 It was, 

guidance both from ShaiA:* V- ■''^ho had received 

check the progress of Shi’i d t' Saiyid Ahmad,® to 

that the Propifet. aecom^Iota r,: "f 

pamons, had once appeared to distinguished com- 

that the Shi’is were wrone and fV.^ ^ dream and told him 
them.7 Many Shi’is are said should not associate with 

because of his preaching.® He ^®^°^’^ced their faith 

Iff-,-, • . - his disciples to hate and 

1 . Rujatarangmi, p. 339 . . "-“ii 

2. Gf, T,Ks,y f, 24a, 

3 . F.AT.. f. 80b; TM,. Ill, p. 157 . 7 - ^ 

4. See supra, p. l27. 

6 . See supra, p, 24. 

6 . See supra, p. 29. 

7. D.S., p. 216; R.JSt,, ff. 393a-b* A Jh « 

8. See supra, p. 29. * ‘ I33a-b. 
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avoid the company of the Shi’is.'- 

However, it was the conquest of Kashmir by Mirza 
Haidar in 1540 which again made Sunnism dominant in the 
Valley. He sent the Fiqh-i-Ahwat of Mir Shamsu’d-Din to the 
Sunni ‘ulamn of Hindustan to obtain their verdict against its 
contents.* Upon" their advice,® Mirza Haidar embarked upon 
a policy of the ruthless destruction of the Shl’is. The tomb of 
Shamsu’d-Dln was razed to the ground'* and the Shl’x preach¬ 
ers, Shaikh Shungli® and Mulla Haji /CAallb,® were beheaded. 
He then summoned ShaiA:/! Daniyal, the son and successor of 
‘Iraqi, from Askardu where he had fled, and imprisoned him 
for one year.’ In 1550, he beheaded him, on the ground of 
reviling the first three Caliphs.® The Mirza claims that no one 
dared openly to profess Shl’ism as a result of his policy of per¬ 
secution. 

Some Kashmiri authors® tend to the view that Mirza 
Haidar started his policy of persecution because of his friend¬ 
ship with Shaikh Hamza. But the view seems hardly justified, 
for his Tankh-i-Rashidi does not indicate that he was associated 
with any Kashmiri Muslim saint and he did not even consult 
the Kashmiri ‘ulama or Sufis on the contents of Figh-i-Ahwat, 


1. J5.5., p. 217. Although at present Shi’is and Sunnis of Kashmir live 
in harmony, the former have not forgotten ShaitA Hamza’s antipathy 
towards them. 

2. Tdri^h-i-Rashidi, p..t35; T.Ks., f. 26a-b; Tarikb-i-Firishla, 11, p. 336. 
The sources give no indication of.the place to which the Fiqk was sent. 
It is possible that the Lahore ‘ulama are meant. 

3. Tarikli-i-Rashidi, pp. 432-36; Tdrikb-i-Firishta, 11, pp. 336-37. 

4 . r.K’j., f. 26 a,- S.5., f. 112a; N.A., ff. TOb-71a; T.dz., p. 80; T.H., I, 
p. 480,' II, p. 221. 

6 . T.iTj.,.f. 20 a; f. 112a; f. 72a; T.Az,y p. 80; T.//., II, 

p. 222. 

6 . T.Km., f. 122b; N.A., f. 72a; T.H., 11, p. 222. 

7 . T.Ks., f. 26a,- B.S., ff. 112a, 119a; T.Km , f. I22a.-^_N.A., f. 71b; T.Az., 
p. 80; T.H., II, p. 222. 

8 . Ibid., f. 26a; Ibid., f. I12a; Ibid., f. 122a; Ibid., f. 71b; Ibid., p. 80; 
Ibid., p. 222. 

9 . Cf. H.M., f. I12b; fl.JV., f. 366a. 
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The ruthlessness of Mirza Haidar towards]the Shl’is was in fact 
dictated by political reasons and was designed to uproot th 
influence of the Chaks, who were generally Shi’is.i ^ 

After the death of Mirza Haidar in 1551, Chak influ 
revived in Kashmir again. In 1552 Ibrahim Shah came t 
throne and he appointed Daulat Chak as his Wazir.^ He ' • 

ded both moral and material support to the Shl’is ^ a d 
the preachers of the mosques to recite the names of the 
Imams of the Ima ‘Ashari Shi’is in the Kkatia.4 ^^velve 


in 
Gana 


Ghazi Shah, who deposed Habib Shah, the la.f c. 

Mir ruler, in 156H, went to the extent of execuf ^ 

named Saiyid Hamid® and banished ShaiA/z H ^ 

Srinagar.^ In the reign of his successor Husoit^c?^^ 

(1563-70), there were several incidents of Shl’i-lgu ^ ^ 

which two Sunni ‘ulama, Mulls Yusuf and^M 

na’i, were executed because they had previou 1 ^ 

to death a Shi’i who had seriously wounded 03« L^’^’^^^^ced 

Habib fi 

• 1. At first Mirza Haidar had cordial relations with the 

He even visited the tomb of Mir Shamsu'd-Dln TraaT a ' 

paid his respects there as a humble devotee (B S IT „ ^^'’”^^1 and 

soon Regl Chak, a leading ShT’I noble, revolted ’d • Z 

another Sh. ‘noble After this the attitude of the Mifzs'f 

Sh. IS changed. T.A., HI, pt. II, pp. 709-10; B.S f 4’ 

T,Ks., flF. 25b-26a. ' ** ^Hb. g 

2. ^..9., f. 119a-b. 

3. He gave large endowments to the descendants of «Ir- * 

Najar and built mausoleums over the graves of ’ai- 

Najar. fiF. 120a-12la; p. lOO; r// tt ' 

4. B.S., f. 122a; TM., II, p. 230. ’ P* 230. 

5. T.Ks., f. 28a; B,S., f. 125b; T,Km,, f. 130b* jsf A f 

T.H,, II, p. 233. ' 76a; 7*^^ 

6. T.Ks., f. 30a-b; N.A. f. 76a; JV.Az., p, 9i; TH it * 

to Hasan, Ghazi Shah killed another Sufi nam Acen 

through poison (T.H., II, p. 236). Muhibbu*l-Ha .^^^Vid 
Ghazi Shah, says that it would be wrong to assert def 

Shi’J, as neither the author of B.9., nor HaiH a 

(Sultans, p. 16i). But this is no proof with wh* 

claim of the sources, which accuse Ghazi of bein 
moreover Saiyid "All, the author of T.Ks, is an ^ 

B.S,, or Haidar Malik, ' earlier auijjQj..* ** And 

7. See supra, p, 29. ^ ^ban 
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preacher of JamV-masjid Srinagar.^ 

However, in the reign of‘Ali-Shah (1570-78), who followed 
a policy of tolerance towards the Sunnis, peace was restored,^ 
But the situation changed in the reign of Yusuf Shah, who 
was not able to maintain law and order properly.^ His son 
Sul/an Ya’qub was a fickle-minded youth and persecuted both 
the *ulama and the Sufls.^ In his reign Baba Dawud JTAakl, the 
disciple of ShaiA'A Hamza, established a strong front against the 
Shi’is. In his work DastTinC s-SaUkiUy he states that the Shl’is 
are heretics who have departed from the true faith, and there¬ 
fore their wanton destruction is lawful.^ 

In support of his thesis he quotes the following saying 
ascribed to the Caliph ‘All : “Towards the end of the world 
there will appear a group of people, knowm as rawafiz, who 
will elaim that they are my friends. But in fact they will be 
my enemies and if they come to you, you should kill them.’’® 
Baba Dawud was so hostile to the Shi’is that, stung by the 
praise which his teacher Mulla Hafiz Basir once gave them, he 
left his company.’ 

Shaikh Ya’qub Sufi, the contemporary of Khaki, also 
denounced the Shi’is. Although he did not go to the lengths 
of Khaki, he believed that the. only “right path” (siratu^l-musta- 
qVii) was that of the Sunnis and recommended that the com¬ 
pany of the Shi’is, whom he called innovators, should be 
avoided and even that meals should not be taken with 
them.® 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


f. 28a; r.^., Ill, pt. II, PP. 746-66; 5.5., ff. 127b-28b; T.Km„ 

f. 135b; NA., f. 83a; T.Az., p. 91; T,H., II, pp. 210-41. 

Gf. Khaki, Rishi^Ndma, f. 132a-b; B.S., f. 137b; TKm., f. 139a; TAz^, 
p. 92; TM., II, p. 244. 

Cf. r.iTm., f. Il4a-b; TAz., p. 93; T.H., II, p. 249. 


4. Cf. 5.5., f. 18]a-b; T,Km„ f. 161a.b; TAz,, pp. 98-99; T.H., pp. 
270-71. 


6. D,S., p. 148. 

C. D,S., p. 97. 

7. T,H., Ill, p. 172. 

• 8. Risala-WZikriya, ff, 12a-b, i3a, 
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However, in 1686 Kashmir was .conquered by the 
Mu^Aals.^ But .the Shi’l-Sunni conflict continued there down 
through the centuries. Soon after the annexation of Kashmir 
by the Mu^Aals, there was a severe Shl’i-Sunni riot in Srinagar, 
in which Shamsu’d-Din ‘Iraqi^s tomb was once again desecra- 
ted.2 In the seventeenth century. Khw^]dL Khawand Mahmud 
and his son Shaifc/t Mohammad Mu’in, made .strenuous efforts 
to check the growth and popularity of Shi’ism in Kashmir.^ 

'But in spite of the Sufi opposition, the Shi’i sect |could not be 
completely uprooted. 




1 , 

2 . 

3. 


See Appendix B. 

T.H., I, PP- 481-82. 

Cf. Rizvi, Muslim Revivalist Movements x. 


pp.,184-86, 



CHAPTER IX 


HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS DURING THE 

PERIOD COVERED 

To sum up, we find that Mahmud of GAazni^s incursions 
iiito Kashmir in 1014 and 1016^ opened the doors for the pene¬ 
tration of Muslims into the Valley long before the Shah Mir 
dynasty (1339-1561) was established. It facilitated the absorp¬ 
tion of elements of Muslim culture into many aspects of the 
life of the Kashmiris under the Lohara dynasty (1003-1320, 
1323-39), which by the beginning of the fourteenth century 
was disintegrating amidst chaos and confusion. 

The Shah Mir dynasty established its rule not as a result 
of conquest but by a coup .d’etat,^ and from 1339 to 1561, 
seventeen kings of this dynastyrruled over the country. 

Under their “prolonged and, for the first hundred and 
fifty years, stable rule, changes of far-reaching importance trans¬ 
formed Kashmir. 

Immigration from Persia and Central Asia began with 
the establishment of the dynasty, and continued throughout it. 
But the.great wave of immigrants associated with the work of 
Saiyid ‘All Hamadani and his son' Mir Muhammad Hamadani 
accelerated the process of Persianisation of the administration, 
and the development of a new way of life substantially different 
froipi that of old Kashmir. 

^ However, the intolerant attitude adopted by Suhan 
Sikandar and a few of his successors, under the influences 
already discussed^ was exceptional rather than usual for the 
Suhans of Kashmir. These historical accidents procured a gene¬ 
rally peaceful change, with little bloodshed, from the ancient 

1. Cf. supra, pp. 2-3. 

2. Cf. supra, pp. 10-18. 

3. Cf. supra, pp. 131-134, 
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Hindu system to a Persianised form of Muslim society : and 
culturally Kashmir became part of the Iranian world, looking 
to Central Asia and Persia. \ 

The Shah Mir Sultans, like all medieval rulers, were 
ambitious to aggrandize themselves at the cost of their neigh¬ 
bours; but the peculiar geographic situation of the Valley made 
it impossible for them to invade successfully any adjacent terri¬ 
tories. 

Sul/an Shihabu’d-Din (1354-73) failed miserably in his 
scheme of conquest; no Sultan after him made any attempt -to 
annex territories beyond the Kashmir Valley. Their rule was 
confined to the Valley itself, and the submontane region to the 
west and the south. But this compulsory concentration upon a 
small closely-settled area ensured the clear and firm crystalliza¬ 
tion of the changes in culture, religion and social life which 
b egan with the new dynasty. 

The attitude of the Shah Mir dynasty towards its subjects 
was on the whole one of sympathy and consideration. Non- 
Muslims embraced Islam owing to a number of different 
considerations and pressures, but the administration did not 
generally create situations in which they felt forced to abandon 
their former way of life. Thus in distant parts such as LadaHi 

and Rajauri, the non-Muslims under the SuKans of Kashmir 

continued to follow their ancient beliefs and customs. Even the 

tolerant Jahangir (1605-1627) was shocked at the results of such 

leniency on the part of the Muslims of the Rajauri Valley : 

‘Jhey ally themselves with Hindus, and both (Hindus and 

Muslims) give and take girls. Taking them is good, but giving 

them, God forbid 1 I gave an order that hereafter they should 

not do such hings, and whoever was guilty of them, should 
be capitally punished”.^ 

Valley gevernmcM in th< 

ence/by .he 0«hLl„x 

In the wake of the downfall of the Shah M.r dynasty ant 

,he nsurpat,on of the throne by Mirza Haidar in 1540. iltole 

,, P. m, 11. ^ __ 
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ranee became dominant. Thus Abu’l Fazl says^ : ‘^Owing to 
the Mirza’s frigid and insipid bigotries, the result of imperfect 
development', the essentials for Kashmir, viz-i unanimity and 

I 

fidelity, found a bad market. ' And to this day there is an odour 
of bigotry about the Kashmiris, for there is a powerful influence 

t * ^ ft * 

in association, and especially a strong impression produced 
by the way of princes who are vigorous”. . . 

In short the example of the ruler inspired individuals, 

■ inconsequential in themselves, to exalt their .own status by 
.exhibiting vigorous religious'bigotry against their social equals 
: and inferiors : a phenomenon of which the world can still see 
examples. 


The rule of the Chaks, from - 1561 to 15S6 was marked 
v\nth confusion, internecine dissensions, and bitter rivalries. 
The generous traditions of Suhan Zainu’l-‘Abidin (1420-70) 
sank almost to death, and Kashmir needed an xAkbar (1556- 
1005) to restore peace and to rehabilitate the old pattern of 


life. 


The following inscription, ' written by Abu’l-Fazl to be 
inscribed upon a temple in Kashmir,^ indicates the spirit of the 
new government which Akbar introduced to the Valley^ : 


O God, in every temple I see people that seek Thee, and 
in every language I hear spoken, people praise Thee ! 
Polytheism and Islam feel after Thee, 

Each-religion says,.“Thou art one, without equal”. 

If it be a mosque, people murmur the holy'prayer, and 
if it be a Christian Church, people ring the bell from 
love to Thee. • 

Sometimes I frequent the Christian cloister, and 
sometimes the mosque. 

But it is Thou whom I search from temple to temple. 


Thy elect have no dealings with either heresy or 


1. English tr., H. Beveridge, I, pp. 484-85. 

2. If they were ever inscribed, they have probably been destroyed; at any 
rate they have not been found. 

3. 4,.4., English tr., Blochmann, p. LV, 
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orthodoxy; for neither of them stands behind the screen 
of Thy truth. 

Heresy to the heretic, and religion to the orthodox, 

But the dust of the rose petal belongs to the heart of the 
perfume-seller. 

Against such’ a background, the Sufis of Kashmir lived 
meditated, and sometimes taught. ’ 

The Social and Institutional Aspects of Kashmiri Sufism 

The ethical standards of the Sufis and moral Values 
the \Lhanqahs and educational institutions {uiadrasas) vv ^ 
example to all Kashmiris whether Muslims or not, in 
diverse aspects of the social life. ^ 

While the reputation of the Sufis as a whole was ' 
by the charlatanism and quackery, already described 
Sufis who used the credulity of the ignorant for ^ 
benefit, the guidance of more prominent individu 
Saiyid ‘All HamadanT, Saiyid Muhammad Amin ^ 

Dawud KhKkl, was a great help to society. The 

beacon of decency to all Kashmiris. ‘ a 

The sources, being essentially hagiographical 1 
any more evidence of the social impact of the Sufi ^ offer 
than has already been extracted. Movement 

It would be unhistorical to formulate the ’ 
basis of present conditions, or on the basis of th^^^^ 
found and conditions prevailing in other parts of ^^forial 
world. Islamic 

It would be particularly dangerous, in view of tl. 
position of Kashmir, to rely upon the deductions ^ ^^^ue 
what is known about the effect of Sufism upon ^ 
society in other parts of Islamic world wherr^ ^^.^^^Porary 
totally different. ^^^itions Were 
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APPENDIX A. 1 


A Note on the authorship of the Risala-i-Dah Qa^ida ^ 

.Mole^ and Meier^ believe that the Risald-i-Dah QaHda is 

the Persian translation of NajmuM-Din Kubra’s Arabic work 
Usui aUasrar, Mole begins his article by stating that the Risala- 

i~Dah Qa'ida is “one of the best known works of Iranian mysti¬ 
cism, as the very numerous manuscripts prove”. He continues: 
“Its distribution is not limited to the Kubraviya order; it has 
been copied, read, meditated upon by members of all the great 
Iranian orders.In saying this he testifies to the widespread 
fame of the text; but its fame alone does not justify the uncri¬ 
tical acceptance of Najmu’d-Din Kubra as its author. 

M. Mole’s purpose being to introduce the text (published 
apparently only once, in an edition “almost impossible to find, 
and practically unknown”)'^ to a wider reading public, it may 
not have seemed important to him to consider, in his short 
article, whether or not Najmu’d-Din was really the original 
author. 

Saiyid ‘All does not acknowledge his authorship, and in 
Chihil-Maqamdt he himself expresses similar ideas; this work is 
indisputably by the Saiyid.^ 

1. La version persane du Traitd des dix principes de Najm al-Din 

Kobra, par ‘Ali b. Shihab al-Din Hamadani”, Farhang-iJrdn~Z<imin, 
VI, 1337 sh. 

2. Der Islam, XXIV, 1937. 

3. Mole, op. cit., p. 38. 

4. Ibid., p. 51, n. 2. 

6. Gf, Mole “Les Kubrawiya entfe Sunnisme et Shiisme aux huitienie et 
neuvime siecles de I’hegire”, Reme des Etudes Islamiques, XXIX, 1961, 
p. Ill; Teufel, Eine Lebensbeschreibmg des Scheichs ^Ali^i-Hamaddnif 
p. 49, 
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This raises at least a doubt about the original authorship 
of the work. It should perhaps be noted that Mole and Meier, 
who might indeed have had no evidence to hand, have not 
offered a history of the text; so they can give no conclusive 
evidence that it existed before Saiyid 'All’s time, and none is 
known to the present author from other sources. 

Even were the work accepted as NajmuM-Dln^s, the 
ten principles were claimed by Saiyid ’All as a fundamental 

part of his own thought. As such, they are 'important for this 
study. 


APPENDIX B 

The view that ShaiA/j Ya qub Sarfi was largely responsi¬ 
ble* for the Mu^^al invasion of Kashmir is untenable. Kashmir 
occupied an important place .in Akbar’s scheme of conquest. 
Long before Sul/an Ya’qub came to the throne (1586), Akbar 
had decided to annex Kashmir. In the fifth year of his reign 
(1560-61) Akbar had sent Mirza Qara Bahadur Khzn, the 
brother of Mirza Haidar, to invade Kashmir, but the scheme 
petered out.i However, to avoid further Mu^Aal invasions, the 
Kashmiri SuBans continued to send rich gifts to the Emperor;^ 
the Mu^Aal ambassadors too occasionally visited the Kashmiri 
court^ and even interfered in local disputes.^ 

■The ambitious designs of ‘Abdu’llah Khan Uzbeg of 

Turan, who wished to seize - Kash^Aar,^ made the annexation 

of Kashmir inevitable for Akbar. The crisis was precipitated 
because of the deposition of Yusuf Shah, the father of Sultan 
Ya’qub,- in 1579 by Saiyid Mubarak Baihaqi.s In a bid to 
regain the throne Yusuf Shah sought the help of Akbar,® which 
was given.’-Meanwhile Yusuf Shah regained the throne with 
his own efforts.® However, Akbar, towards the end of 1581 sent 
an imperial officer named § alih ‘Aqil to advise Yusuf Shah to 
accept his overlordship.® In order to placate the Emperor 
Yusuf Shah sent one of his sons. Prince Haidar, to the- Mu^Aal 
court with some gifts. - 

1. ^.^■,,11, pp. 128, 129. 

2. Ill, pt. 11,'pp. 746, 750. 

3. Ibid., B.S., f. 128b. 

4. Cf. T.A., 111, pt. 11, pp. 746-7. 

6. Ibid., p. 764; B.S., f. 148a. See also AM., Ill, p. 280. 

6. Ibid., pp. 289-90; T.A., 111, pt. 11, p. 756; B.S., f. 148a. 

7. T.A„ 111, pt. 11, p. 766; B.S., f. 167a-b. 

8. Ibid., pp. 766-7; Ibid., f. 168a. 

0. A.N., 111, p. 376; T.A., 111, pt.-ll, p. 768; B.S., f. 174b. 

10. A.K.y 111, p. 376; T.A., pt. Ill, pt. 11, p, 768. 
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Encouraged by the success of Salih the Emperor in 990/ 
1582 sent SliaiM Ya’qQb Sarfi along with Prince Haidar with 
a/arman to Yusuf Shah.i The contents of the /arma„ are not 
known, but if commensurate with the imperial policy, he would 
have been urged to accept Akbar’s paramountcy on almost the 
same terms which had been accepted by the Ralmu ^’hiVfs 
Nothing is known about the success of Sarfi’s mission, but 
Abu 1-FazaPs silence over th6 matter shows that Sarfi failed 

to get a positive response to the. farman and some evasive reolv 
must have been given to him. ^ ^ 

After the death ofMirza ^laklm, Akbar himself marched 
to Kabul on August 22, 1585, and early in October, when he 
reached Kalanur, he deputed Hakim ‘All and filhauM-Din 

SviouShah that 
previously he had offered the excuse of long distance to avoid 

presenting himself at the imperial court, but now the Emneror 

was in the neighbourhood and he should at once come to nav 

his respects to him.3 Yusuf Shah failed to obey the imoeHal 

command and the Mu^Aal envoy returned unsuccessf.il and 
apprised the Emperor of the situation.^ ^ 

Akbar, who was determined to annex Kashmir an 

onan, bnai/c/i Ya qub was also sent with the imper' 1 s 

perhaps to serve as a guide. ShaiA/i Ya’qub succeed^eTtn 
persuading the Zamindars (chiefs) of Karnah fwesi ^r rr u ? 
to surrender to the Mu^Aal army, which decided t 
into the Valley from there.« Yusuf Shah, finding defeaHnevT 
table, surrendered on 14 February, 1586.’ The Mu^Aal armv’ 
without subjugating the country, returned along with Yusuf 
Shah, who was presented to Akbar at Attack a/t . 

1686.8 Yusuf Shah was not allowed to return to the^'vahey and 

1. AM., Ill, pp. 389-90. 

2. A.M., III, p. 469; T.A., III, pt. II, p, 759 ^ 

3. A.N., III, p. 469. 

4. Ibid., p. 474. 

6. Ibid., pp. 474-5; B.S., f. I76a. 

6. AM., in, p. 481 . 

7. Ibid., pp. 488.9; B.S,, ff. 176b.I76a. 

d.jy., Ill, pp. 480il.. ‘ 
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was placed under the custody of Raja Todar Maid Meanwhile, 
Ya’qub, the eldest son of Yusuf Shah, declared himself the 
Suhan of Kashmir^ 

Although important nobles pleaded to Akbar that the 
conquest of Kashmir Jwas a difficult task, Shai/:^ Ya’qub Sarfi 
represented that the grandees of that country would follow his 
■advice and if the Panj'ab troops were sent with him, Kashmir 
would be seized without fighting.® Akbar did not underestimate 
the situation and sent another army under Q,asim Kh&n along 
•with Sarfi.** From Karanbal® an army was sent with Sarfi to 
fight against the Kashmiri army, which was proceeding to give 
battle. At Hastivanj® a skirmish took place between the impe¬ 
rial vanguard, led by ShaiA'A Ya’qub Sarfi, and a Kashmiri 
army, in which Sarfi was seriously wo mded and was removed 
from the battlefield by his friends.'^ 

Suhan Ya’qub, because of the dissensions in his camp,® 
could not fight against the imperial army and retired to Kisht- 
war.® Thus the imperial army conquered the Valley in October 
1586 and annexed it to the Mu^Aal Empire.*® 

1 . AM., III. p. 488. 

2 . B.S., f. n8b; see also AM., Ill, p. 496. 

3 ! .4.JV., Ill, p. 496. 

4 . Ibid., 182b. 

6 . Karanbal of Karparthal is nine miles east of Rajaurl, on the Hirpora 
route. 

6 . From a point close to the 'Alldbad Sarai (on Pir-Panj5l range of 
mountains) a high mountain ridge which slopes down from the south 
and falls off towards the Valley in a wall of precipitous cliffs, is called 
Hastivanj : d/R,Tk,, II, p. 394. 

7. A.N.y IIIj P- 

8 Because of his arrogant nature many leading nobles including Shi’is 
such as Bahadur Ghak and Naurag Chak deserted him and joined the 
Mu^Aals; and while he was retreating to Kishtwar, only a few of his 
followers remained with him; cf. B.S,^ ff. 181a-185a. 

9 A.N.y IIIj PP- ^15-6. Ya’qub Shah, however, soon returned to the 
Valley and many Kashmiris, owing to the oppressive rule of Q^sim 
iTAan (cf. AM; HI, p. 521) rallied to him. For about two years he 
made continuous night attacks on the Mu^Aals and subjected them to 
harassment. He finally surrendered in 1588, when Akbar visited 
Kashmir; cf. AM,y pp. 615, 621-3, 558; B.5., fi*. 185a-190b4 

AM; in, P* 
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A ^3,ini 2 ,nci assert bcc&usc of* tlic persecution 

of Sunnis by SuKan Ya’qob, ShaiAA Ya’qub Sarfi and some 
other nobles and Sufis went to the court of Akbar and pleaded 
for a Mu^Aal invasion of the Valley, in order to put an end to 
the intolerant policy of SuKan Ya’qub. In order to safeguard 
the interests of the people of their country, it is said that they 

entered into an agreement with the Emperor to the following 
effect. ^ 

1 . That the Ernperor would not interfere with the 

religious affairs of the Kashmiris and he would 

not change the previous laws relating to the price 
of cereals. ^ 

t 

2. That Kashmiri men and women should not be 
made slaves and concubines. 

3. That the supporters of SuKan Ya’qub should not 

Kashmi^ in the administration of 


Hasan-TewThf" “"O Muhibbu’l- 

although ^ earlier aoupj, her 

“f'evall^L'^ArL^^^^^^ nLmTd'b' h" 

representations of ShaKcA Ya’qub wli,h misled by the 

situation, nor was he discouraged bv the a ^‘^estimated the 

who advocated that the conquest ^to Kalh nobles 

affair. The story of his enterirSto 

Kashmiri Sufis and nobles seems to be a , 

is unlikely that Akbar would accept terL^'' T^h 

own strength sufficiently well. ^ knew his 


'I'tA.Zty p. 99* 

2. T.H.y II, p. 271. 

3. Kashmir, I, p. 234* 
4v Sultans, p. 184, 
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Lalla’s association with Saiyid ‘All Hamadadi is based 
on the following legend. It is said that she was in the habit of 
wandering in a semi-nude or even nude condition, and when 
remonstrated with for such disregard for decency, she replied 
that there were no men (in Kashmir), so whom should she 
fear. One day she saw Saiyid ‘All at a distance, rushed to a 
baker’s shop ard jumped there into the blazing oven. After 
some time she appeared from the mouth of the oven properly 
clad, met Saiyid ‘Alf and became his constant companion.^ 

The story at its face value seems to be concocted and 
deserves no literal credence, even if we disregard the miracle 
of the oven. A story very similar to this will be found in 
Merutunga’s Prabandhacininmatii,^ where the hero is a 
Ksatriya named Jagaddeva, and the unclothed lady a dancing 
girl. 

Temple further observes that to Lalla “all religions were 
at one in their essentials. This doctrine of the Muhammadan 
Sufis she no doubt learnt in her association with Saiyid ‘All 
HamadanI and perhaps other Muhammadan saint”.^ Temple 
wrongly assumes that the Saiyid was a Naqshbandl saint and 
that he was unorthodox.^ Had he gone through the works of 
'Saiyid ‘All, perhaps he would not have made such a statement. 
Saiyid" ‘AH was an orthodox Sufi; to him Islam was the only 
true religion and his political thought clearly shows that he 
believed that there could be no compromise between a believer 
and an unbeliever.® 

Some modern scholars, including Temple® and Kaumudi,*^ 

i!. Temple, The word ofLalld, pp.'8-9; Kaul, “Life Sketch of Laleshwari*’, 
Indian Antiquary, December, 1921, p. 310. 

2. .;Eng. Tr., Tawney, p. 186. 

3 . Temple,’'op. cit., p. 2. 

4. Ibid., pp. 2, 6. 

6 . See supra, ch. III. 

6 . The word of Lalld, pp. 79-80. 

7 . Kashmir : Its Cultural Heritage, p. 57. 
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tend to indicate that Lalla concpiV^^ <i -j . 

reality” from her association with MusP^ ^ 

‘All. But these scholars aonea t • ™ samts such as Saiyid 

had long existed in Hinduism E ^^at this idea 

Vedic hymns, we meet with the^deT oH'O 

IS also the principal teaching of the Ub ’ v This 

IS, IS Brahman; it is the source and th ‘^at whatever 

Upanhads “Brahman"" seems p-e if earlier 

impersonal principle, but in thrSer^' as an 

comparatively late, this conception d r '^hich is 

theism; where Rudra is conceived as ^the ^ ^ 

In fact there is no trace of n 

verses. Like Kabir or Nanak 'she^"^’u Lalla’s 

The. hi f “t’ V~ r ' 

u, or he, or he, or he"’ * 

■■Keeha^iTvr: 

^ IS Brahma. She says 

1. The best examples of it are r 

Nasadtya-SuHa ^Ri, ,39)^ 3 of ^ 0 ) and .he 

speak of «<One Reality-’ ^ different ,,.ay, 

Agni; he is the heavenly bird Garu.maf 'T J"’ and 

Tn' n"'"' Ya«>a, 

2 . See chapters on Upanigads in T)», 

3 . “Truly Rudra is one, there is op. cit... 

these worlds with his ruling powers H ^ tules all 

He, the protector, after rrert- . "‘^nds opposite n ? * 

end of time”. Radhakrishnan "ta* p '^''^draws them^ f T' 

also Hiryanna. op, cit,, p, 33. ’ ^ Upanisads, .p. 725 ^ o’*® 

4. Ia«a.FaA^S„/,p 30 7 -^ ' 

5. Ibid„p.l7L '^’’•^‘’/i«//«,p.l7Q. 
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that by whatever name the worshipper may call the Supreme, 
he is still Supreme. It is most unlikely that Lalla would! have 
used the Arabic term jin with this in mind, asjmis no attribute 
of God in Islam. In fact jin is a Sanskrit word, the literal 
meaning of which is ‘Victor”, and it is used both for Buddha 
and Maha-vira. Lalla is probably thinking of Buddha, in his 
heavenly form as conceived by late Mahayana mythology, for 
there were no Jains in Kashmir at the time, while Buddhism 
of the Tibetan type was still strong in outlying areas. 

The sources of Lalla’s religion were the indigenous school 
of Kashmir Saivism and those Hindu scholars and ascetics who 
came to Kashmir from time to time. Al-Beruni says : “Muhmud 
utterly ruined the prosperity of the country, and performed 
there wonderful exploits, by which the Hindus became like 
atoms of dust scattered in all directions...This is the reason, 
too, why Hindu sciences have retired far away from those parts 
of the country conquered by us, and have fled to places which 
our hand cannot yet reach, to Kashmir, Benaras, and other 
places”.^ Jt seems that this chain of Hindu saints arid 
scholars continued to pour into Kashmir down to Lallans 
time,2 



1 . Kiiahu'UHind, Eng. Tr., Sachau {AlhermVs India), I, p. 23, 
2; Cf. Jon^raja, Rajataranginf, Kaul, p. 120, 
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1. biographies 

'^hulasalu’l-Manaqib, by Nuru’d-Din Ta’far R ^ 7 ; l 
prominent disciple of Saiyid ‘All Hainadan/ It ® ^ 

.d a. .he end of ^afar, 787/Ap. i,. 1385, in 
gives a large number of anecdotes which thmv 
biography of Saiyid ‘All. Some of these th^ T 

have heard himself from his preceptor wh'l claims to 

have been related to him by other disr‘* f to 

Naturally they do not contain an accoun T f 

of Saiyid ‘All and the description of the eventr 

is rambling in character. However thev tV, - 

his teachings. The work surprisingly make. 

of the activities of Saiyid ‘All in Kashmir ^^^"^rence to any 

It also quotes the verses of Saivid ‘A w ^ 
poets such as S'adi and ‘Attar. It also i other Persian 

some other important saints such as anecdotes of 

‘Aiau’d-Daula Simnam. The later biographtf'of 

have drawn heavily upon this. ^ Saiyid ‘All 

Manuscript copies of the work are available in the Orien 
tal Research Department. Srinagar (No 658 ^ ^ o - 

pages, P^ge [otorey, pp. 946-7J. 

TuhfatuH-Ahbab ; A biographical account of Mir Sham- 
su’din ‘Iraqi, who introduced the Shi’i sect into Kashmir. The 
author, who does not disclose his name, and his father, were 
the disciples of the Mir. The author was introduced to the 
Mir by his father at the age of five (p. 192), and the account 
is based on the knowledge of the author and that of his 
father. 

The work gives several anecdotes relating to the Mir^s 
encounters with yogis and highly exaggerates his success in 
demolishing temples and erecting mosques on their sites; It 
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7 

Sufism in Kashmir 


1.. reJers to the charities and magnanimous deeds of the Mir: 
It claim that Shai/c/^ Isma’il, the celebrated saint of 

Kashmir, had entered the discipleship of the Mir (pp. 4, 6), is 


Kashmir, -- 

supported by no other evidence. - , 

^ As the work refers to the events of Fath Shah s second 

reign which commenced in 1505, it is certain that it was written 

• the sixteenth century and Muhibbu’l Hasan’s^ statement 

that it was composed in the middle of the fifteenth century is 

baseless. 

Dasluru^s Salikin, also known as Shah-i-WirduH-Muridin, 
is a biography of Shai/c/i Hamza MaA:/zdum, by Baba Dawud 
Kh^Vy completed in 962/1554-5. The work has already been 
discussed in chapter II. It was published at Srinagar in Rama¬ 
zan 1356 /November, 1937, and its translation into Kashmiri 
appeared under the title Zikru'l-Wasjin, Srinagar 1365/1946. 

Rishi Nam'd, is another work by Baba Dawud /f/mki, com¬ 
pleted in 988/1580-81 (chronogram). Its account of the Rishis 
is very brief and it largely deals with the miracles of Baba 
Dawud’s preceptor, Shai/c/i Hamza and his father-in-law, Mirak 
Mir, a Ciadiri saint of Kashmir. The only manuscript copy 
(dated 1146/1733-34) of this work, to our knowledge, is in the 
Oriental Research Department, Srinagar, No. 954. It comprises 
135 folios and th_ere are 16 lines to a page. 

ChUlatu’l.‘Arifin, by/ft«;aja Ishaq Q^ari’, a disciple of 
Shai/:A Hamza; completed in 982/1574-75. It is divided into 

seven chapters. 

^ initiation of ShaiM Hamza (ff. 2a. 

2-5 Sufi doctrines such as khilwat, control of 

desires, and love of God (ff 14a 311,^ i ^ 

the works of ShaiWi Shihabu’d-Din Suh 

Saiyid ‘All Hamadani. Suhrawardi and 

6-7 Life and activities of Shai/-// U 

tion into Sufism (ff. 32a-lWbb"^^''’ 

Though overlaid with rl^c, • .• 
feats of the Shaikh, the work recordrso^e 
1, Sultans, p. 11. nourses 








Appendix F 


267 


which are not available elsewhere. The manuscript copy in the 
Oriental Research Department, Srinagar (No. 500), comprises 
126 folios, 20 lines to a page. 

HiddyatiiU-Mukhlisin : Another biography of ShaR'^ 
Hamza, by Haidar Tulniulij completed in 997/15b8-89. Altho¬ 
ugh the author claims to have sought to fill in the lacunae left 
by other biographers of the Shai/t/i, he generally follows DastU"- 
rids Salikln and Chillatidl-^ Arifin, and makes no original contri¬ 
bution. The manuscript (No. 593), in the Oiiental Research 
Department, Srinagar, comprises 119 folios, 17 lines to a 


page. 


Rishi-Nama, by Baba Nasib, also called ‘'Abu’l-Fuqara” 
(d. 1047/1637); completed in 1041/1631. It begins with a long 
preliminary discourse on the virtues ol the Prophet and the 
first four Caliphs; and then goes on to give a detailed account 

of the Rishis, especially of ShaRV^ Nuru’d-Din. Although full 

of legends and miracles, it throws important light on the 
growth and development of the Rishis order. In the end it 
makes a brief reference to Mirza Haidar^s rule and his anti- 

Shih activities. 



985-86]. 



• \ Asmun-Abm :> work on the biographies of the saints of 


in this work in a vivid style. 


The work is 


is not chronologically arranged as follows. 
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1. Saiyid ‘Ali Hamadani and some of his disciples. 

2. Mir Muhammad and some of his disciples. 

3. Saiyid Sharafu’d-Din Bulbul Shah. 

4. Shai/:/i Nuru’d-Dln and his followers. 

5. Other Saints—the rest of the disciples of Saiyid ‘Ali 
and Msr Muhammad and other Sufis. 

The manuscript copy in the Oriental Research Depart¬ 
ment, Srinagar (No. 40), comprises 266 folios, 13 line to a 


page. 

Y%\\awhriqu^s-Salikin, also known as TariVh-i-Hudi^ by 
Mulla Ahmad bin Sabur; completed in 1109/1607-98. It con¬ 
tains a biographical account of some prominent Sufis of Kash¬ 
mir. The work is divided into three main parts. 

1. Saiyids. 

2. Rishis. 

3. Masha’iA:A-i-Kashmir. 


The manuscript copy in the Oriental Research Depart¬ 
ment Srinagar (No. n.a.), comprises 196 folios (folio 4 missing) 
and there are 17 lines to a page. 


Masturat, by on Haidar,^ is an abridgement of the Khw/a 

5 of BadaA:/ishi; completed in 1136/1723-24 The 

author, however, makes several additions in his abridgemenT 
such as the statement that Saiyid ‘All Hamadani is report cl 
to have said that the Prophet ordered him to go to Kash 
in order to convert the people there to Islam. 


Ethe (1850) incorreclly say. tl.at the work was composed 
by one of the disciples of the Saiyid, since the chrf.nrf 

yields 1136/1723-24, whereas the Saivid rP 

786/138 5. The manuscript in the India Office IFtl 
comprises 96 folios, 11 lines to a page. ^ 

Fuluhal-i-Kubraviya A biographical account r 
Iranian and Kashmiri Kubraviya saints, including Ti'f 
‘Abdu’l-Wahhab NOri; completed in 1162/1748-49 Th 
overestimates the influence of the Kubr-iv!,,-. • ' author 

and includes the Rishis in that order. saints m Kashmir 


1 . 


Ethe (1850), does not mention the 
verse at f. 437a. 


author’s name, 


'vkich appears 


in a 
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Some statements in the work are self-contradictory and 
the dates are not always reliable. However its account of the 
growth and development of the Kubraviya and Rishi orders in 
Kashmir is very important. The manuscript in the Oriental 

Research Department, Srinagar (No. 50) comprises 164 
folios, 23 lines per page. 

RisJil-Naina : A work on the biographies of the Rishls, 
different from the two previously described. Its author, Bahau’- 
d-Dln Mattu (d. 1248/1832) composed it in verse. The account 
of the Rishls is mainly based on the Rishi-Namd of Nasib. It 

adds some anecdotes regarding ShaiA'/? Nuru’d-Din’s life, not 

described elsewhere. The biographies of some other Kashmiri 
saints are also given in the work. * 

Manuscript copies of the worl< are available in the Oriental 
Research Department, Srinagar (No. n.a.), and India Office 
(No. S6S4\ The later comprises 123 folios, 19 lines to a page. 

Fidtlhat-i-Oddiri : A biography of all important Iranian 
and Kashmiri Qadirl saints by Muhammad Husain Qadirl* 
completed in 1282/1867. It also gives an account of 
important non-Qadirl saints of Kashmir. However, it provides 
important information on the growth and popularity of the 
Qadiri order in Kashmir from the seventeenth century on¬ 
wards. Manuscript in the Oriental Research Department 
Sri nagar (No. 30), comprises 263 folios, 22 lines to a page. ' 

TdriVh^i-Hasan^ by Fjr Hasan A'/zuibami (d. 1898). This 

is a general political history of Kashmir, however, its third 

volume, entitled Auliya^A-Kashmir, deals with the biographies’ 

of almost ah the Kashmiri Sufis. The author claims to have 

used a vast amount of material from the earlier sources. The 

volume is divided into the following five chapters : Saiyids, 

Rishls, Masha’iA7z-i-KashmIr, 'Ulama and Majzubs. It was 
translated into Urdu by M. Ibrahim, Srinagar, 1960. 

Taiikh-i-Kablr, also called Tuhd'ifidUAbrar, by Haji 
Muhiu’d-Din Miskin; completed in 1321/1903-4. The author 
claims to have consulted all the earlier hagiological and politi¬ 
cal works of Kashmir, but it provides no additional informa¬ 
tion to that contained in TdriV\\~i-Hasan, It is divided into five 

chapters with the same headings as the later work. Edition’ 
Amritsar, .^iqa’d, 1322/January, 1905. ^ 




2. WORKS ON SUFI DOCTRINES AND 
PRACTICES BY KASHMIRI AUTHORS 

The works of SaiyM 'Al,. listed below, bear no date and 

are arranged alphabettcally. Reference to manuscript copies 

in different libraries has been made in Appendix A 

gives ,he forty .stations’ of the con 
below). The ten principles of hm 

forty, without explaining them fully, expanded into 

Add. 16840. It comprises 3 folios iqt^ ’ Museum, 

IP- -1 ■ u ^ ™ ‘o a page. 

Rtsala-i-Dah Qa’ida : A treatise 1 i 

lative life, explaining the ten ‘stations^ contemp- 

complete in order to reach his n i ^ devotee has to 

Add, 16832, consisting of 5 folios loV '®”dsh Museum, 

Ris,la-i-Da,wea,j„, exp,a“’ f' ' "“S'- 

guide for the seeker and the ^ spiritual 

Ms. British Museum, Add. 16840 ^^r the latter. 

page. ® 19 lines to a 

Risala-i-Fuluhiya, explains the c;-re 
Ms. British Museum, Add. 16840 

page. ^ foJ'os, 18 lines to a 

of IS, am. MS. BriUsh n 

to a page. • ^6840, 5 folios, 19 lines 

mystic journey. Ms. British Mu^um "" ^"P’^nation of ,he 
lines to a page. Add. 16840, 5 foliog jq 

Risala-i-Muktubm, is a coU» i.- 
bySaiyid'Ah to various peonl^'^T letters , • 

advocates the addressees to fou' betters the 

to observe the religious devotion Path of ' •' 

Ms. British Museum, Add. yeg!"* P«yer arJ^T,™ 
page. w««t 9 f„„P3, 
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Risala-i-Masharibun-Azwaq, hconc&rr\e:d with the causes 

which create love in man and deals with various categories of 

‘lovers of God’. Ms. British Museum, Add. 16840, 9 folios, 19 
lines to a page, ’ 

Risala-i~Sharh-i-Mus}ikilhal, explains briefly ma'rifa, its 
various stages and different categories of people who strive 

after it. Ms. British Museum, Add. 16840, on and a half folios, 
19 lines to a page. 

Ruala4-Zikriya, discusses the importance of and advan¬ 
tages of the zikr-i-U\afi, and defines in detail the two Sufi 
categories : maqtasidan and sabiqnn-i-Safuf-wilayat. Ms. British 
Museum, Add. 16840, 8 folios, lO'lincs to a page. 

Zdkhiraltdl-Muluk, is the largest and the best known work 

written by the Saiyid. It is divided into the following ten 
chapters: ^ 


1. Articles of faith, comprising a discussion on the nature 
of the Godhead; Islam and iman. 

2 . The principles of devotion, such as prayers fastimr 

alms and the pilgrimage. ’ 

3. Virtue and morality. 

5. 0^^government, theory of kincrshin nnri i • 

with non-Muslims. ^ ^ ^ 

6 . The spiritual kingdom. 

8 . Gratitude and contentment. 

9. The virtues of patience. 

10 . Condemnation of conceit and anger; and praise of 

humility and forgiveness. 

Edition; Amritsar, 1321/1903-4. 


One more treatise by Saiyid ‘All. which has been utilized 
in the present study, does not carry any title and is referred to 
as Ms. C. It explains the two Sufi groups— niaslubu'l-aql and 
Zu nqlt and follows f?//azali in discussing whether the 
and the Sufis are legally entitled to use the wealth of the rulin^^ 
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classes. Ms. British Museum, Add. 16840, four and a half 
folios, 19 lines to a page. 

Xur-NamU ; A collection of the sayings in KashmirJ 
poetry of Shai^/« Nuru’d-Din Rishl. The editor, M. Amin 
Kamil, claims to have made the collection from various bio¬ 
graphical works of the ShaiA^/z, however, he does not give clear 
reference to his sources. The question of the authenticity of 
these sayings has been discussed earlier.^ The present text 
consists of 257 short poems, mostly of four lines. Edition^ 
Srinagar, 1966. 

Risnla-i-Zikriya, by ShaiA:A Ya’qub Sarfi. The importance 
of zikr is explained and light is thrown on the author’s attitude 
towards the nature of the Godhead. The manuscript copies of 
the work are in Riza Library Rampur, No (n.a.) and the 
Oriental Research Department, Srinagar, No. 37. The work 
comprises 36 folios, 15 lines to a page. 

Diwnn-i-Sarfi : A collection of about seven hundred 
ghazals and forty rubn'iyat of ShaiA:^ Ya’qub Sarfi. The ^hazals 
are arranged alphabetically. Edited by Mir Habibu’llah Kamli 
Srinagar; (n.d.). 



1. See supra, ch, VI, 






3. HISTORICAL WORKS BY KASHMIR! AUTHORS 

Sanskrit 

The Rajatarahginl of Kalhandy is the most important avail¬ 
able historical document of ancient Kashmir; completed in 
1148-49. It was translated into Persian under the orders of 
Akbar, by Mulla ShSh Muhammad and rewritten .in an easy 
style, in 909/1590 by ‘Abdu’l-QSdir Badauni. Edition; Eng. Tr, 
M,A, Stein, 2 vols, reprint, Delhi, 1961. 

The Rnjatarahginl of Jonaraja : Two hundred years after 
Kalhana’s death. Jonaraja (d. 1459) continued the narrative 
down to his own time. This is the earliest extant and most 
valuable source for the history of Kashmir from 1150 to 1459. 
It throws important light on the circumstances which led to 
the establishment of the Sultanate in the Valley; and the tension 
which prevailed during Suhan Sikandar’s reign. Being a 
staunch Brahman himself, Jonaraja greatly resents the conver¬ 
sion of the Hindu^to Islam and therefore his statements should 
be viewed with caution. Edition; Hoshiarpur, 1967; Eng. Tr., 

J.C.Dutt [Kings, of Kashmir a), Calcutta, 1898. 

• • 

The Hajaiarah^ini of Shrlvara or 3ainafujatavati^ihit by 
Shrlvara, the pupil of Jonaraja, gives a detailed account of the 
history of Kashmir from 1459 to I486. Like Jonaraja, Shrlvara 
greatly exalts the virtues of Zainu’l-'Abidin and is very 
critical of the Baihaqi Saiyids. Eng. Tr., J C. Dutt, op. 
cit. 

The Rajatarahgini of Shiika, is a historical account of 
Kashmir from Sul/an Path Shah’s second reign down to the 
Mug/ial conquest of the Valley, by Shuka. It gives a valuable 
account of the rebellions and civil wars which had by this time 
become the order of the day in Kashmir. It also throws some 
light on the activities of Mir Shamsu’d-Din ‘Iraqi. Eng. Tr., 
J.G. Dutt op. cit. 
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Persian /\^ ^ 

Tarjkh-i’Kaskmlr^ by Saiyid 'All. This is ^ ^ 

Persian chronicle written during the reign of the 
Kashmir. G,M. SufP says that the work was writt 
ween 1530-37, but the manuscript copy available to 
refers to events taking place after 1537 and, fo^ 
lists the Chak rulers as far as Yusuf Shah. As the w 
not refer to Saiyid Mubarak Baihaqi, who succeed 
Shah in 1579, it would appear to have been cornpl^f a • 
or a little before. 1579 


The author was related to the Shah Mir dynasty 


his mother who was the sister of Nazuk Shah 27 
Saiyid ‘All and his father, Saiyid Muhammad, wer^ Both 
in the service of Mirza Haidar (ff. 27a). The P^^bably 
begins abruptly with an account of the arrival ^^^^^^t-ipt 
during the reign of SuPan Shihabud’-Din, of g ^^shmir 
Din, the cousin of Saiyid 'All Hamadani. The "^^ju’d-* 
Sul/an Shihabu’d-Din and the iconoclastic activitiog^^^^^^'^ts of 
Sikandar are both greatly exaggerated. Most of . ^uhan 
eoncerned with the lives of the Sufis including ^ork ig 

is no chronological order in the narrative. A deta'I There 
of the work is given below. ^^^lysis 


The arrival of Saiyid Taju’d-Din and the 
an Shihabu’d-Din, ff. la- 2 b. 


Suh 

Accession of Suhan Qu/bu’d-Din and 
Saiyid ‘All Hamadani, ff. 2b-3a. 


^On 


^^csts 


of 


th, 


arri 


3a-8b. 


Activities of Saiyid 'All and some of 


'^al of 


di 


sci 


Death of Suhan Qu/bu’d-Din, f. 9a. 

Accession of Sul/an Sikandar and th 
Muhammad, f. 9a-b. ^t-ri 

Iconoclastic activities of Suhan 
Muhammad’s efforts to spread the faith 
14b. Isl 


pie; 


fl'. 


ival 


of 


IVli, 


Death of Sultan Sikandar and the accessi 


lOa- 


f. 14b. 

1. Kashir, I, xl. 


sion 


Of 


■Ali 


^hah, 
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Zainu’I ’Abidin’s reign : his activities to rehabilitate 
the Hindus and his patronage of arts and crafts, ff. 15a-17b. 

Brief description of important saints including 'ShaUVi 
B^hSu’d-Djn GanjbaA:^sh, ff. 17b-l9a. 

Description of Zainu’d^Djn and his exile to Tibet, ff. I9h. 

20a. 

Accession of Haidar Shah, f. 20a. 

Accession of Hasan Shah : a brief description of his 

reign, ff. ff. 20a-21a. 

Arrival of Shamsu’d-Din Traqi, f. 21a. 

Brief description of ShaiA:A Isma’il Kubravj and hia 
father Shai/:/i Fathu’llSh, f. 21b. 

Accession of Fath Shah, f. 21b. 

Civil war between Muhammad Shah and Fath Shah and 
the latter’s death, f. 22a. 

Brief description of ShaiM Isma’il s activities, f. 23a. 
Shamsu’d-Din Iraqi’s second visit to Kashmir and his 

activities, ff. 23a-25a. 

Mirza Haidar’s conquest of Kashmir (second time), ff. 


25b-26a. . v r na i 

Mirza Haidar’s anti-Shi’l activities, f. 26a-b. 

Mirza Haidar’s downfall and death, f. 27a-b, 

Ghazi Shah’s accession, f. 27b. 

Hasan Shah’s, ‘All Shah’s and Yusuf Shah’s reign. 


f: 28a. 


Reference to disciples of Mir Muhammad Hamad anl, 


ff. 28b-29b. 

Reference to disciples of Saiyid 'All, ff. 29b-30a. 

Brief notices about Saiyid Haji Murad, Saiyid Husain 
■ Rumi, Baba Usman Gana’i, ff. 30b-31b. 

Descriptions of prominent Rishi saints, ff. 32a-47a. 

The manuscript copy in the Oriental Research Depart- 
metit Srinagar (No. 739) comprises 47 folios, 15 lines to a 


page. 

Baharistaii-i-Shahl is a history of Kashmir from earliest 
limes to 1023/161^"1^> the year of its composition (chrono- 
aram). Noticing knowp ^bout the ^uthgr, but it is ^popularly 


,^76 

Kashmir 

believed (hat he was a ShiM t-i 
. ha. his great grandfather. Mnim h" 

ted from Ghazni and was a disciple of TT"’- migra- 

a Kubravl saint of Kashmir w ‘ brahlm Adham, 

of, or patronised by the Baihaqi Sa^yids L V A 
.3 part Of his „„rh i„ J .h.^ritatr'lnd 

the author claims totav^comultcdTto IreT"‘-°“^ 

MuIIa Ahmad and Mulla Nadirl of Zainu’l-^ b’d 
w ich there are now no traces. The pre Islam^ 

dismissed m a few folios. The Muslim nf i 
the time of the later Shah M,r rlTs ^ 

Some prominent Safts of K^hmtr Lre a'CT 
.the author who provides the fir.r . described by 

which existed bef„ee„ “u t O ,b„TD-' 

Hamadani. Uu/bu d-Dm and Saiyid ‘All 

PI -h- /""ttiuscript copies of the work are -iv -i 

British Museum (No; OR 17 Q 0 ^ 1 in the 

Bthe, h0„ , < e ,a°^e™’is^4;;,;L', ,r,tes°i“ 

his.orgTKTswt'Yh'', -Ah.. This is r, ■ 

■tmr, u ’ Which is claimed in ^ ^ short 

1616; however r cover th^ , 

u • • ’ ^Part from a casual referenr#- f Period to 

submission to AVKo„ ^^icrence to Ya’rp.-i r., 

c:.-,]/nnPT the author does not Shah’s 

view stated in the bT*'" aorrX 

Sullan Qutbu'd-Din an‘'d'T‘'’T'f “nnict 7‘" 

Manuscript enp^^f 

in 1620.21. The wo4 Chadura 

Like the latter it p-Ur follows the Ba/?-' *• ^^^P^^ted 

Muslim saints of Kashmir andTh som^tm''^*' 

Sunni conflict there Xi, throws some liehi a * "^portant 

available in the Bridslt™™"""' « Ae*' 

Museum (No. OR. 1790 ^ '^’^rk are 

Gf, Sufi. AVic/tiv T ^ ' ^nd the 


1 . Gf. Sufi, Kashtr, I, p. Vt . > ^ 

oj"Medieval India, p. 50^ " ^^^t>bu*I-Hasa«^ Sultans 

? p. 8^ 
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India Office (No. Ethe, 2846). TKe latter copy comprises 188 
tolios and there are 10 lines to a page. 


_ Tankh-i-K^hmlr, by a Kashmiri Brahman, named 

Narayan Kaul ‘Ajiz, IS a history of Kashmir to 1710 the year 

^ the completion of the work. It is an abridgement’of Haidar' 

Mahk s chronicle and contains no new information. The 

manuscript copies of the work are available at the Bodleian 

Library (No. 318), India Office (No. Ethe, 511) and British 

Museum (No. 11631). The latter comprises 125 folios, 14 lines 
to a page. 


^rawadinel.Akhbar, by Aba Rafiffi’d-Din Ahmad comole- 
ted in 1136/1723-24. It provides no information which is not 
contained in the earlier works, such as BaharistUn-i-Shahi and 
Tdnkh-i-Kashmtr of Haidar Malik. The author, however, over¬ 
estimates the influence of the religious factor in the civil wars 
which followed SuUan Hasan Shah’s reign. Manuscript cop 
in the British Museum (No. Add. 24029) comprises 131 for 
II lines to a page. . ' 


TarMi-i-A‘zam 1 , also called Waqi’at-i-Kashmlr, by 
Muhammad A‘4:am. This was completed in 1160/1747-48 The 

historical account is abridged from earlier works, but it offers 
valuable descriptions of all the prominent §ufis of Kashm' 
These descriptions are inserted, in each case, after an account 

of the Sul/an in whose reign the individual Sufis lived Editinn • 
1303/1886. 

Gauliar-i-‘Alam. According to its preface, this is an 
abridgement of the above mentioned Tarikh-i-A’zoni, by 
^ Uriel ^1 • It t was completed in 1200/1785-86 and 
dedicated to Shah ‘Alam II (1759-1806). Manuscript copy in 
the Bodleian Library (No. 320) consists of 289 folios, ' 11 lines 
to a page. 

Tsrikh-i-Kashmir , also known as Majma’ii’l-Tawarikh, by 
Birbal Kachru. This is a history of Kashmir to 1251/1835-36 
It is mainly based upon the earlier Sanskrit and Persian chro¬ 
nicles and is of little use for the history of the rulers before the 

Sikhs. Manuscript copy (No. 1973) in the Bodleian Library 

comprises 399 folios, 13 lines to a page. 
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TSnkh-i-Hasan, by Pir Hasan Khuihariii (d. ISOS') Th 
firs volume deals with the geography of Kashmir the Musi' 
monuments, castes, tribes and religious sects tL 
volume is devoted to the political history of Kalm- 
author s own time. The third volume has already bee^rer ^ 
to under the section concerned with biographic! Th 
volume concentrates upon the poets of Kashmir 
Persian, Who flourished in the Sultanate and thl M '1 1 

period. Edition; I, Srinagar, 1954; II, Urdu tr M 

Srinagar, 1957. ‘ . Ibrahim, 
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